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Anniversary Lodge Of Research No. 175 
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Volume 7, Issue 1                                                                                                            First Quarter 2006 
 

9 March Meeting in Exeter 
 

 Anniversary Lodge will visit Star in the East Lodge 
No. 59 in Exeter, NH, on Thursday, 9 March 2006. The 
program for the evening will be on the history of Star in 
the East, which celebrated its 150th anniversary last year. 
 Supper is served at 6:30. Reservations for supper 
should be made with Brother Doug Alman by 5 March. 
His number is 603-778-7645. Lodge opens at 7:30. The 
Exeter Masonic Temple is located in downtown Exeter at 
63 Water Street. The telephone number there is 603-778-
8052. 
 

 
 
From The East 
 
 Our visit to the Grafton-Kane Lodge proved to be a 
most interesting celebration of that lodge's history. One of 
the outstanding features high-lighted that famous New 
Hampshire Mason, Jeremy Ladd Cross, who was born and  
raised in North Haverhill, NH. The semi-public event was 
also a family affair and was preceded by a delicious 
chicken dinner. Many thanks go out to Worshipful Master 
Chad Mitchell for his hospitality, Wayne Mitchell for his 
fine presentation and our own Senior Deacon, Dale R. 
Fadden, who made the original arrangements for us. A 
special thanks also goes to the Grafton-Kane Secretary, 
Robert D. Steel, who was ready at all times to add that 
special touch that helped to make the evening such a 
memorable event. 
 I'm hoping many will mark their calendars for our visit 
to Star in the East Lodge No. 59 on the ninth of March. 
The Exeter Lodge is steeped in history and it will be an 
interesting evening reviewing their past century and a half. 
 In the way of long-range planning, certain people 
should take note that Masons' Day at Strawberry Banke is 
the 8th of July, the same day as our annual meeting. The 
good fortune is that our meeting takes place in the evening 
whereas Masons' Day is most of the earlier part of the day. 
This could prove to be a long day for the Pitt Tavern folks 
as well as for some Grand Lodge officers. 

 Try to stay warm and healthy and know that your 
Brothers care about you. 
 

Sincerely and fraternally, 
 

Richard H. Dewing 
 

 
 

Andy Hirst Receives Southern Jurisdiction 
33rd Degree 
 

 
 
 Brother Andy Hirst, Past Master of Anniversary Lodge, 
became a Scottish Rite Mason in the Orient of Okinawa 
and Guam, part of the Southern Jurisdiction, while serving 
in the military, and has maintained his membership there, 
as well as in New Hampshire. In 2001, Brother Hirst was 
honored as a Knight Commander of the Court of Honour 
(K.C.C.H.) and at the 2005 biennial session of the 
Supreme Council, 33o, Southern Jurisdiction, held in 
Washington, D.C. in early October, was honored with the 
33rd Degree, becoming an Inspector General, Honorary. 
Unlike the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, where 
candidates for the 33rd Degree are elected and notified a 
year in advance, the Southern Jurisdiction elects the 
recipients and then asks them to travel to Washington 
immediately to receive the degree just days after their 
election. Congratulations! 
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Anniversary Lodge of Research No. 175 
F. & A. M. 

Officers for 2005-2006 
 
Worshipful Master   Richard H. Dewing 
Senior Warden    Donald A. Crete 
Junior Warden    Edward N. Lewis 
Treasurer      Leonard S. Sousa 
Secretary      L. Forbes Getchell 
Chaplain      Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. 
Senior Deacon    Dale R. Fadden 
Junior Deacon    Paul M. P. Kelley 
Marshal      David W. Scott 
Senior Steward    Clifton L. Hodgdon 
Junior Steward    Harry M. Moore, Jr. 
Tyler       Paul J. Ladd 
 
Contacts 
 
Worshipful Master Richard H. Dewing 
      3 Willey Road 
      Durham, NH 03824-3119 
      home: 603-868-7523 
      e-mail: <rdewing@webtv.net> 
 
Secretary:    L. Forbes Getchell 
      51 North Main Street 
      Newmarket, NH 03857-1216 
      home: 603-659-3652 
 
Editor      Mark E. Furber 
      11 Elwyn Avenue 
      Portsmouth, NH 03801-4417 
      home:  603-436-1523 
      e-mail:  
      <webmaster@anniversarylodge.org> 
 

This newsletter is published quarterly by Anniversary 
Lodge of Research No. 175, F. & A.M., New Hampshire. 

This issue has been sent to all members of Anniversary 
Lodge and to the secretary and/or editor of a number of 
Masonic Research Bodies in the United States and abroad. 
If you know of anyone who should receive it, please let the 
editor know. Back issues are available from the editor or 
from the Lodge web site. 

Unless otherwise indicated, other Masonic Bodies are 
welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter provided 
that the article is reprinted in full, the name of the author 
and the source of the article are indicated, and a copy of 
the publication containing the reprint is sent to the editor. 

Submissions to the newsletter are solicited and should 
be sent to the editor. Electronic submissions in an Office 
97-compatible format are encouraged if possible. 

Any opinion expressed in this newsletter is solely that 
of the author and not that of any Constituent Lodge or 
Grand Lodge. 
 

 

Calendar for 2005-2006 
 
Date and time: Sunday, 21 August 2005, 1:00 P.M. 
Event: Summer Cookout 
Place: Horace Chase Lodge, Penacook, N.H. 
 
Date and time: Wednesday, 16 November 2005 
Event: Visit to Grafton-Kane Lodge No. 46 
Place: Masonic Temple, South Main Street (Route 10), 
North Haverhill, N.H. 
Supper at 6:30 P.M Lodge opens at 7:30. Reservations to 
Richard Dewing 603-868-7523 or Dale Fadden 603-947-
3691 by Monday 14 November. 
 
Date and time: Thursday 9 March 2006 
Event: Visit to Star in the East Lodge No. 59 
Place: Masonic Temple, 63 Water Street, Exeter, 603-778-
8052 
Lodge opens at 7:30. NH, on 9 March 2006. Supper is 
served at 6:30. Reservations for supper should be called 
made with Brother Doug Alman by 5 March, at 603-778-
7645. 
 
Date and time: Saturday, 8 July 2006, 7:00 P.M. 
Event: Annual Meeting and Installation (semi-public) 
Place: William Pitt Tavern, Strawbery Banke, Portsmouth, 
N.H. 
Lodge opens at 7:00. Supper to be announced. 
 

 

 
 

Membership 
 
 The by-laws of Anniversary Lodge establish two 
classes of members. Regular Members must also be 
members of a Constituent Lodge under the Grand Lodge of 
New Hampshire, while Associate Members are members 
of Constituent Lodges under jurisdictions in amity with the 
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. The annual dues are 
$10.00, and there is no affiliation fee. The first year’s dues 
should be included with the petition. Petitions for 
affiliation are available from the Secretary or the Editor 
and are acted on by the Secretary as he receives them. 
Please contact the Editor when you petition, and he will 
place you on the newsletter mailing list at that time. 
 
Web Site Update 
 
 Please visit our web site at 
 
 http://www.anniversarylodge.org 
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News of Anniversary Lodge Members 
 
 Our Worshipful Master, Brother Dick Dewing, was 
installed as Worshipful Master of Rising Star Lodge No. 
47, Newmarket, in December. We wish him the best for 
his term as Master of his Lodge. Serving as Master of two 
Lodges at the same time is an unusual feat. Other 
Anniversary Lodge members serving Rising Star are 
Brother Mark A. Weir, Secretary and Richard A Gilbert, 
Sr., as Chaplain. Our Secretary, Brother Forbes Getchell, 
has retired as Treasurer of Rising Star Lodge after more 
than thirty years in that important position. 
 At the start of the year, Brother Mark A. Tabbert left 
the Scottish Rite National Heritage Museum in Lexington, 
MA, and took a new position as Director of Collections at 
the George Washington Masonic National Memorial in 
Alexandria, VA. He is now living in Alexandria as well. 
We wish him the best. 
 Brother George Neimann, of Chicago, IL, just had a 
paper published in the December 2005 issue of the 
philalethes, titled “Ups and Downs of Freemasonry.” In 
this paper he addresses a number of issues facing the Craft, 
particularly Masonic education. In it, he raises a number of 
interesting points, for instance, a candidate might be 
overwhelmed at the end of a degree and therefore not as 
receptive to the history of the degree as he might be on a 
following night in a classroom situation. 
 The Scottish Rite Valley of Portsmouth-Dover held an 
appreciation dinner for Valley workers on 19 November 
2005. Anniversary Lodge members recognized were: 
Brothers Dick Dewing, with the “Old Dog Award,” Roger 
Clark with the “Canary Award” for best singing voice, and 
Nelson Ward with the “Golden Ear Award” for the most 
musical. 
 The Grand Commandery of New Hampshire held its 
Annual Conclave in December, and has rescheduled its 
Annual Conclaves to coincide with the Grand Chapter and 
Grand Council sessions in May. Serving as Grand 
Commander officers for the December 2006 – May 2007 
term are Anniversary Lodge Brethren: 
 

Dennis A. Sheridan   E. Grand Captain General 
Robert D. Steel    E. Grand Senior Warden 
Rodney A. Robinson   E. Grand Treasurer,  
        Organist and Historian 
Richard A. Gilbert, Sr.  E. Grand Prelate 

 
 A number of Lodges have installations around the first 
of the year, and we find Anniversary Lodge Brethren 
serving in their Constituent Lodges: 
 
St. John’s Lodge No. 1, Portsmouth 
 
 Daniel S. Silverman     Junior Warden 
 Nelson D. Hersey      Assistant Chaplain 
 Nelson K. Ward      Musician 
 
 
 

Strafford Lodge No. 29, Dover 
 
 Wm. Lee Fisher      Secretary, Lecturer 
           and Representative 
           to Masonic Home 
 
St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 56, Portsmouth 
 
 Nelson D. Hersey      Chaplain 
 Lynn J. Sanderson     Historian 
 
Saint James Lodge No. 102, Hampton 
 
 Harold E. Fernald, Jr.   Historian 
 
 Congratulations to Brother Paul M. P. Kelley for 
completing his year as Worshipful Master of Saint James. 
 In Bektash Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., Brother Richard 
Melvin has been re-elected as Treasurer and Brother 
Robert Bianchi is again serving as Chairman of the Circus 
Committee. 
 In the Grand Lodge of Vermont, Brother “Skins” 
Watkins is serving as an Assistant Grand Chaplain. 

 

 
 
From The Editor 
 
 There was no Fourth Quarter 2005 issue because of the 
lack of events in January and February, so this issue is a bit 
larger in order to catch up. The next issue will be out 
approximately a month before our Annual Meeting in July. 
 We now have our own domain name for the Lodge 
web site, and have some additional functionality available 
to us, such as an automated listserv, if we choose to use it. 
I will also note that I have taken over the web site for St. 
John’s Lodge No. 1, but do not intend to make a career out 
of Masonic web sites. 
 In starting this newsletter, I realized that this is the start 
of the seventh year that I have been Editor. Brother Lee 
Fisher asked me to develop a newsletter during his term as 
Master, and I took him up on the offer. While I am 
interested in continuing for a few years more, and have 
spoken with our Wardens briefly about that topic, I think 
that a decade or so is long enough to hold such a job. If 
there is someone interested in taking the job on, please let 
me know and we can work out a transition plan. 
 For 2006, I expect to be traveling less on the job, so 
there is a chance that you will see more of me at a few 
more Masonic events around the state, and especially in 
the Seacoast area. 
 As always, I greatly appreciate the partnership of my 
wife Mary in my Masonic activities and in our life 
together. 
 

Sincerely and fraternally, 
 

Mark E. Furber 
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The Masonic Book Club 
 
 The Masonic Book Club is one of the best kept secrets, 
and bargains, in the Craft. Each year the Club sends its 
members a book, hardcover and well prepared, usually 
takes from the best of our Masonic literature. The 2005 
selection was The Textbook of Freemasonry, by “A 
Member of the Craft.” This book was published in several 
editions in England in the late 19th Century, and contains 
the ritual of the three Craft Degrees and the Holy Royal 
Arch, as well as several Masonic songs. The ritual is quite 
complete and written in plain English except for certain 
words, so it is easy to read. For the student of ritual, it 
makes an interesting comparison to our American work. 
Brother Robin L. Carr, a Professor of English at Illinois 
State University, is the Editor. For further information on 
the Club, contact: 
 
 Robin L. Carr 
 Masonic Book Club 
 P. O. Box 1563 
 Bloomington, IL 61702-1563 
 

 
 
Masonic Weekend in Washington, D.C. 
 
 Every February, a number of Masons gather in 
Washington, D.C., for a few days of meetings and 
banquets. These are the annual meetings of the national 
bodies of several small, often invitational, Masonic groups, 
such as the Allied Masonic Degrees, the Holy Royal Arch 
Knight Templar Priests, and the Philalethes Society. Of 
note to Masonic researchers among the many meetings are: 
 
10 February 2006, Hotel Washington 
The Philalethes Society’s Annual Assembly, Feast and 
Forum 
 

Lecture: “A Minnesota Tale: The Grand Lodge of 
France and a Betrayal of Brotherhood,” by The Rev. 
Brother Terry L. Tilton, Past Grand Master, Grand 
Lodge of Minnesota 
 

8 February 2006, National Press Club 
Benjamin B. French Lodge No. 15 and Lodge of the Nine 
Muses No. 1776, District of Columbia, present a panel 
discussion: 
 

“Crafting the Mason: The History and Future of 
Initiation as the Foundation of Our Royal Art” 

 
Panelists:  

 Brother Robert G. Davis, Secretary, Scottish Rite 
Valley of Guthrie, Oklahoma 

 Brother Thomas W. Jackson, Past Grand 
Secretary, Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

 Brother Kirk MacNulty, Past Master, Lodge of the 
Nine Muses, Washington, D.C. 

What Money Can't Buy 
Anonymous, courtesy of the Masonic e-mail newsletter 
More Light 
 
I went to the store with money in hand, 
But the things that I wanted to buy, 
They either had none, or they only had one, 
And as usual the price was too high. 
 
So when I came home I simply replaced 
My money back safe on the shelf, 
Went and sat down in my old easy chair 
And began to take stock of myself. 
 
Money can't buy a bright sunny day 
With a few fleecy clouds in the blue. 
Money can't buy a soft gentle rain, 
Or a morning that sparkles with dew. 
 
You can't buy compassion in packets or jars, 
Or the wag of a friendly dog's tail. 
You can't purchase friends by bushel or pound, 
Or kindness in bundle or bale. 
 
Money can't buy the songs of the birds, 
Or the sound of the wind in the trees. 
Money can't buy the magic of spring, 
Or the low busy hum of the bees. 
 
You can't buy a sunset or sky full of stars. 
You can't buy the moon riding high. 
You can't buy salvation, assurance, and peace, 
Or heaven at last when you die. 
 
And as I reflected on all of these things, 
And God's word on which I rely, 
My cup overflowed as I thanked the dear Lord 
For all the things money can't buy. 
 

 
 
Masonic Anniversaries in 2006 
 
These New Hampshire Masonic Bodies will celebrate 
anniversaries in 2006. Congratulations! 
 
200 Years: Charity Lodge No. 18, Jaffrey, chartered 23 
July 1806 
 
150 Years: Meridian Lodge No. 60, West Franklin, 
chartered 10 June 1856 
 
100 Years: The Scottish Rite Bodies of Keene, Keene 
Lodge of Perfection and Keene Council, Princes of 
Jerusalem, chartered 20 September 1906. 
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Contemplation #1 
Brother Robert D. Steel, Grafton-Kane Lodge No. 46, 
North Haverhill; Burns Lodge No. 66, Littleton; 
Anniversary Lodge of Research No. 175 and Grand High 
Priest, Grand Royal Arch Chapter of N.H. 
 
 The question has often been asked, “When is a man a 
man?” It is also fair to ask, “When is a woman a woman?” 
Why not rephrase these two questions as, “When does an 
individual become an adult?” The cultures within our 
societies, through their morals, mores and laws present 
guidelines to us. Nature on the other hand has its own time 
schedule we call puberty. The long and the short of it is, 
we do not have an exact answer. Civil laws give us a guide 
by stating an age, such as 18 or 21. Religious laws often 
have another answer. Will actual age automatically create 
an adult? These ages are called “The age of 
responsibility.” 
 How often have you seen a young person (younger 
than 18), acting in a very reasonable and responsible way, 
or on the other hand another person (older than 18), who 
could not make a decision or take responsibility for an 
action? Therefore I suggest to you, maturity is in the eye of 
the beholder who observes these actions and makes a 
judgment. 
 Such judgment does not necessarily come from an 
adult, but perhaps from an individual’s peers or those 
younger. How, say you; can an immature person make 
sound judgments like that? The answer is within the 
examples; good or bad, right or wrong, just or unfair, 
reasoned or unreasoned, observed by that person. 
 Where do these examples come from? Just as we 
Freemasons and the members of our Masonic Family do, 
from all walks of life, of course. “Let your light so shine 
that others may see your good works..….” That is the 
answer! Are you active in community works, DeMolay, 
Rainbow, or Boy Scouts? The list goes on. You can be that 
“Light” to someone who is seeking an example to emulate. 
As an example, there are several young Ladies who travel 
to Holderness from the Littleton area for Rainbow. Why? 
They have a woman who has chosen to lead to follow! 
Could other youth see you as that kind of example? What 
can we, as members of this Masonic Family, do to 
encourage our youth to seek maturity under the guidance 
of mature adults? We can not “generate” adults; they must 
be cultivated, nurtured and guided. It is not a given that 
neither a given age will produce an adult nor will it limit 
an individual from attaining knowledge. 
 Today, in New Hampshire, we may accept the petition 
of an 18-year-old male. Is he a mature Man? Perhaps that 
24-year-old is not as mature as he is? How do we evaluate 
an individual? Carefully, and within the guidelines written 
on the petition, in the instructions and within our Ritual! 
Where do you expect to find young adults who are 
probably interested in becoming a Mason, because of the 
example and leadership provided by you? Perhaps you are 
a hopeful father, grandfather, uncle, cousin or trusted 
friend of such a person. Could it be that they want to 
follow your example? Or will they follow that of another, 

one whose lesser values will probably ruin, or at best limit 
a promising future? It is your choice now and their choice 
later. Positive or negative, which choice will it be? 
 As a woman you may be a mother, aunt, grandmother, 
sister or trusted friend of a young person. You too have the 
opportunity to influence a life, be it your son, daughter, 
niece, nephew or friend! Our youth organizations such as 
Rainbow for youthful Ladies or DeMolay for young Men 
have an answer. Groups such as the Orders of Eastern Star, 
Amaranth, White Shrine and others, can be what you as a 
woman are looking for. Perhaps even as an advisor in one 
of the organizations for young Ladies, whichever is 
appropriate. 
 Remember that our Masonic Family has a place for 
you! You have but to act! Brother Robert Burns, the 
national poet of Scotland, wrote a poem about when is a 
man a man. To paraphrase the title, I would say, “Man Is 
Man, for all that!” The poet Robert Frost wrote about a 
“Road Less Traveled”. Friends, we are “Mankind, On That 
Road Less Traveled.” It is our nature to challenge, to seek 
out, and “To Be!” We are different from those whose path 
has so many dark twists and turns. We are members of a 
world wide family, a family that loves and cherishes God, 
Country, Family and Friends as well as being proponents 
of the Rule of Law. Those values alone set us apart from 
so many others. 
 Since the inception of modern recorded Freemasonry, 
we have been and are leaders in the many fields of 
Science, Art, Music, and Teaching as well as a host of 
other pursuits for knowledge. We are Leaders in Peace, 
generous to those whose need is beyond their capacity to 
provide, more especially the innocent children and aged. 
As warriors and defenders of Freedom we are a fierce 
enemy, but kind and just to the vanquished. We are 
innovators in Government, as demonstrated in the ideas 
and ideals contained within the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitutions of our Country and 
individual States, the checks and balances of our form of 
government and our Justice system, like all branches of 
our government, often tried but never successfully denied. 
 We are numbered in the millions worldwide today, but 
nowhere do we form a significant percentage of a national 
population. Yet these millions have, in the past, the present 
and, I am sure will in the future, contribute to the welfare 
of mankind in an overwhelming proportion to our 
numbers. Such is the nature of the Ideals of Freemasonry, 
to accomplish what others may only dream. Democracy 
today is a direct result of the Liberty, Freedom and Justice 
we have fought and died for, lived and built for! This is 
your Legacy! Your House is not made with Hands but with 
Lives! Live it! 
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Research Lodge News 
 
Texas 
 
 Texas Lodge of Research met at Nagadoches on 17 
September 2005, with Milam Lodge No. 2 as the host. 
Milam Lodge No. 2 is the second lodge chartered by the 
Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas and the members of 
TLR were able to see the newly restored Milam No. 2 
Republic of Texas charter, signed by Anson Jones and 
other pioneer Texas Masons. Brother Michael Berryman 
Smith was presented with the 2004-05 Dr. James David 
Carter Award for Excellence in Literature for his paper 
presented at the 20 March 2005 Dallas Meeting titled 
"George Whitfield: Terrell, Texas Patriot, Texas Mason.” 
Two papers were presented: "The Texas Monitor" by 
Brother Oscar Orum and "The Dress Suit Lodge, The First 
Hundred Years of Julian Field Lodge No. 908, A.F. & 
A.M., 1904-2004," by Brother Hal R. Ray Jr. Following 
questions and comments, Texas Lodge of Research 
replicas of the Grand Lodge of Texas aprons were 
presented to each of the readers. 
 TLR met on 20-21 January 2006 in San Antonio to 
hear two papers by first-time presenters: “The Rich, 
Rambling Craftsman: Traveling Through Masonic 
Symbolism Earning a Master’s Wages,” by Brother Joby 
Dixon, and “Pat Morris Neff: Texas Quiet Legend” by 
Brother Mark Dermit. This meeting is hosted by Kelly 
Lodge No. 1131. 
 TLR has also published Volume XXXVIII of its 
Transactions, covering 21 June 2003 – 20 March 2004. In 
addition to information about the Lodge, this volume 
contains five papers: “From Alabama to Wales Via a 
Texas Star: Aspects of Anglo-American Relations 1860-
1875,” by Brother James Daniel, “Eugene Omar Goldbeck: 
A Unique Eye on the World,” by Brother Jim Dougherty, 
“South Alabama Participation in the Texas War of 
Independence: Freemasons and their Influence,” by 
Brother Wayne Sirmon, “The Pedigree of the Grand Lodge 
of Texas,” by Brother Pete Normand, and “George 
Whitfield Terrell: Texas Patriot, Texas Mason,” by Brother 
Michael Berryman Smith.  
 
The Phylaxis Society 
 
 The Phylaxis Society is the primary international 
Prince Hall Masonic research organization. Recently the 
Society has been working with actor/producer Tim Reid, 
perhaps best known for his role as “Venus Flytrap” on the 
comedy “WKRP in Cincinnati.” Mr. Reid is making a 
documentary on Prince Hall Masonry titled " Prince Hall: 
The Untold Story." The documentary will highlight such 
important stories Masonic Pillars of Society, Prince Hall 
Masons and the Civil War, Masonic Buffalo Soldiers and 
Famous Prince Hall Freemasons. More information is 
available at the Phylaxis Society web site 
 
http://www.freemasonry.org/phylaxis/ 
 

Maine 
 
 Our neighbors in The Maine Lodge of Research have 
issued Volume XXV of their Transactions, for 2003-2004. 
The volume contains news of the Lodge, which now 
numbers approximately 235 members, and informs us that 
the Lodge selected Brother Paul M. Bessel, of Silver 
Spring, Maryland, as its 2004 Research Lodge Fellow. 
Brother Bessel is well known in the Masonic research 
community as a founder and Past Master of Civil War 
Lodge of Research No. 1865 (Virginia), a former Librarian 
of the George Washington Masonic National Memorial, as 
well as serving in various offices in the Grand Lodge of 
the District of Columbia. He is a prolific author and 
maintains a number of educational Masonic web sites. 
 The volume also contains several interesting papers, 
including: “Joseph Warren, 1741-1775” by Brother Zinas 
M. Mavodenes (an Associate Member of Anniversary 
Lodge), “Restoring the Center” by Brother Wayne Adams, 
“The Pillars and the Biblical Promises,” by Brother 
Bernard Frost, a discussion of the jurisprudence of One-
Day Classes titled “Section 130, Its History and 
Application,” by Brother Richard Rhoda, and “The Quarrel 
Between Jepthah and the Ephraimites and a Word that 
Cost Forty-Two Thousand Men Their Lives,” by Brother 
Charles Plumber. 
 In 2006, Maine Lodge of Research will meet on four 
Saturdays: 25 March, 24 June, 23 September and 2 
December. The usual meeting place is the Weathervane 
Seafood Restaurant in Brewer, Maine. 
 
Minnesota 
 
 Educational Lodge No. 1002 of Minnesota met on 31 
January 2006 in Owatonna, MN, to hear the paper "A 
Symbolic Journey as Viewed from the East" by Brother 
Bruce Sherman. There was also a discussion on Blue 
Lodge educational programs. 
 
ANZMRC 
 
 The January 2006 issue of Harashim, the newsletter of 
the Australian and New Zealand Masonic Research 
Council, reports that Brother James Daniel, Past Grand 
Secretary of the United Grand Lodge of England and Past 
Master of Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076, will be the 
ANZMRC touring lecturer for 2007. 
 ANZMRC membership is growing in New Zealand, 
with the addition of five additional Lodges, bringing the 
total to nine. 
 The 2006 ANZRMC Conference will be held during 
the first weekend of October, in Ballarat, Victoria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 7

Victoria, Australia 
 
 The Victorian Lodge of Research No. 218 has 
published its schedule of talks for 2006. The Lodge usually 
meets in East Melbourne and has a full and interesting 
schedule. 
 
24 March   Brother Alan Richmond 
     “What are the mysteries of 
     Freemasonry?” 
 
28 April   Brother Alan Gale 
     “Freemasonry and the Fundamentalists” 
 
26 May   Guy Featherstone, Royal Historical 
     Society 
     “Brother Henry Melville, the First 
     Masonic Writer in Australia” 
 
23 June   Brothers Graeme Love and Fred Shade 
     “The Mystic Master – an Early Masonic 
     Ritual” 
 
28 July   Brother Robert Barnes 
     “Science, Masonry and the Millennium” 
 
25 August   A panel of speakers: a radiologist, a 
     psychologist and a bishop to discuss 
     “Body, Mind and Sprit: the Nature of 
     Man” 
 
6 October   Victorian Kellerman Lecture 
 
27 October  Brother Fred Shade 
     “Masonic Heresies” 
 
24 November  Installation 
 
Manchester, England 
 
 The Manchester Association for Masonic Research and 
the Manchester Lodge for Masonic Research No. 5502 are 
two closely connected research bodies headquartered in 
Manchester, England, in the Province of East Lancashire. 
The Association is the group’s publishing arm and allows 
for non-Masonic speakers and public events, while the 
Lodge allows for the discussion of topics requiring a tiled 
Lodge and the demonstration of ritual. Membership in 
these is open to Master Masons. The Association maintains 
a group of Brethren who are willing to provide educational 
programs for Lodges as well as a Masonic library of some 
3000 volumes. 
 Our Manchester Brethren have published Volume 
XCIV (94 in English) of their Transactions, for 2004. This 
contains a number of interesting papers: “Companion of 
the Mark” by Brother Edward K. Patnick, “Searching for 
an Early English Masonic Sideline” by Brother The Rev. 
Neville B. Cryer, “Du Bartas and Freemasonry” by 
Brother Ron Heilser, “George Kloss: Eclecticism vs. 

Elitism” by Brother Evert Kwaadgras and “Explaining the 
First Degree Tracing Board” by Brother Richard Johnson. 
 
 The Association has also set up a full program for 
2006: 
 
24 January  Brother Paul Norman 
     “Metals and Masonry” – inaugural 
     address by the incoming Master, a 
     professional metallurgist 
 
22 March   Brother Jack Turpie 
     “A Journey through Two Letters” – 
     on correspondence relating to Lodge 
     formation in Glasgow, Scotland, around 
     1750. (Editor’s Note: Brother Jack is a 
     long-time correspondent and an authority 
     on Masonic stamps). 
 
24 May   Marie-Françoise Blanchet 
     “Women’s Masonry and the GLFF” 
     This is an unusual meeting featuring the 
     Grand Master (Mistress) of the Grande 
     Loge Féminine de France, the oldest 
     group of women Masons, dating from 
     the early 1900’s. She will speak about 
     her form of Masonry for the first time in 
     Great Britain. 
 
27 September  Brother E. John T. Acaster 
     “Membership within Manchester 
     Lodges” – an overview of the Masonic 
     history of Manchester 
 
28 November  Brother Kai Hughes 
     “The Free Gardeners” – a fraternal order 
     greatly influenced by Freemasonry. 
 
France 
 
 The Scottish Rite is the dominant form of Masonry in 
much of Continental Europe. This includes the Scottish 
Rite versions of the Blue Lodge degrees, which are found 
in only a few places in the United States. A group has been 
formed in France to study the Scottish Rite. It is named La 
Société Française d'Études et de Recherches sur 
l'Ecossisme (SFERE), or the French Society for the Study 
and Research into the Scottish Rite, and draws from both 
recognized and unrecognized jurisdictions. Their web site 
 

http://www.sfereco.org 
 
which is available in English and French, contains several 
interesting papers on the history and philosophy of the 
Rite. On 20 May 2006, SFERE will hold a seminar in Paris 
on the Rose Croix Degree and the Christian faith. 
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Rochester, New York 
 
 A Masonic Education Fair: "Masonry - Yesterday, 
Today, and Tomorrow," has been scheduled for 3-4 March 
2006 at the Damascus Shrine Center in Webster, NY. 
 The program for 3 March consists of a social hour and 
dinner. Historical reenactor Paul Stillman will portray 
Theodore Roosevelt, Mason and 26th President of the 
United States. The program for 4 March will begin with 
registration at 8:00 A.M. and a continental breakfast. The 
day's events are open to Masons and friends. At 9:00 A.M. 
the programs will begin, and include presentations by: 
 

Kathleen Kutolowski, Chair of the History Department 
at SUNY Brockport, and long-time Western New York 
and Masonic Scholar 
 
Brother Nelson King, Editor of the philalethes 
magazine and past president of the Philalethes Society 
 
Brother Thomas Jackson, Masonic scholar and book 
reviewer for The Northern Light Magazine, past Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,  and 
Secretary of the World Conference of Grand Masters 
 
Brother Mark A. Tabbert, author of American 
Freemasons- Three Centuries of Building Communities 
 
Paul Stillman, versatile and well-known re-enactor who 
will present Galileo, a man whose work and life laid 
the groundwork for the Enlightenment. 
 

 A panel discussion lead by Brother George Nasra, 
event chairman, will conclude the day's activities. 
Opportunities will be available to ask questions of the 
panelists which will include some of the above as well as 
New York Masonic leaders. 
 Paid reservations for the 2 day session are a must and 
can be made at the following address. 
 

Brother William Lindsay, Valley Secretary 
Valley of Rochester, AASR 
3300 Monroe Avenue Suite 320 
Rochester, NY 14618 
wrl@rochester.rr.com 
585-264-1160 

 
Virginia 
 
 The spring meeting of Civil War Lodge of Research 
No. 1865, Grand Lodge of Virginia, will be held on 6 
April 2006 at Fort Gaines, Dauphin Island, Alabama. Fort 
Gaines was one of the three forts protecting Mobile Bay 
and was the site of Union operations during August 1864 
to close the bay to blockade running. Union Forces were 
under the command of Admiral and Brother David 
Farragut. There were an estimated 1822 casualties in this 
Union victory: 322 Union and an estimated 1500 
Confederate. 

 The open portion of the meeting will include a "staff 
ride" of the Battle of Mobile Bay. Brother W. Robert 
Houston, associate professor of military history at the U. of 
South AL, will describe the action of the battle from the 
vantage point of the gun placements at the fort. CWLR 
will also enjoy a talk on the nineteen Army Lodges formed 
by the Grand Loge of Alabama during the War. In the 
evening, after a buffet supper, an all-star team of Alabama 
Masons will work the Master Mason degree. 
 
Scottish Rite Research Society 
 
 The Scottish Rite Research Society (SRRS) held its 
annual meeting on 4 October 2005 in Washington, D.C. 
Officers are Brothers William B. Bruck, President; Robert 
G. Davis, Vice-President; S. Brent Morris, Treasurer and 
Editor; Martin P. Starr, Secretary. The Albert Gallatin 
Mackey Award for Excellence in Masonic Scholarship was 
given to Brother Aaron T. Kornblum for “The New Age 
Magazine’s Reportage of National Socialism, the 
Persecution of European Masonry and the Holocaust,” 
Heredom, vol. 11, and to Brother Jay M. Kinney for “Tales 
from a Trunk: Edwin A. Sherman, A Masonic Whirlwind,” 
Heredom, vol. 12. 
 Further information about SRRS is available at this 
link on the Southern Jurisdiction’s web site: 
 

http://www.srmason-sj.org/web/srrs.htm 
 
Vermont 
 
 Our neighbors in the Edward J. Wildblood Lodge of 
Research in Vermont met on 20 September 2005 at White 
Rover Lodge No. 90, Bethel, VT. After the usual business, 
they heard three papers: "Astronomy, Part Two" by 
Brother John Drew, “The Lodge of Rational Horsemen" by 
Brother Robert Senn and "From Whence the Royal Arch" 
by Brother Eric Ginette. 
 The Lodge will meet on 21 February 2006 at DeWitt 
Clinton Lodge No. 15 in Northfield, VT, to hear more 
papers. For information about this meeting, contact the 
Editor. 
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Recommendations for Speculative Masonic 
Discussion Groups 
 

Editor’s Note: This article is published as provided 
in case any of our readers is interested in ideas for 
establishing a discussion group. 

 
 Last year a small group of Brothers from a host of 
jurisdictions, who were mostly members of a number of 
Masonic e-mail listservs, considered how Brothers in their 
various locales and jurisdictions could discuss the 
speculative elements of the Craft and use its symbolic 
teaching method as a way to transform their lives. 
 After considering several options and on condition that 
no particular one of them take credit for whatever ideas 
developed, they decided to focus their efforts on 
developing a list of recommendations for speculative 
Masonic discussion groups. As a result they have remained 
anonymous, allowing the recommendations to stand on 
their own merits, free of association with any particular 
personality or affiliation. 
 A draft of this list was discussed once it was completed 
and after receiving general approval, subsequent 
discussions ensued, and a few revisions were made. This 
document is being shared with everyone in Masonic 
fellowship who may have interest, and you are welcome to 
distribute it freely, and discuss it with your Brethren. 
 
Recommendations for Speculative Masonic Discussion 

Groups 
 
Purpose 
 

Speculative Masonic discussion groups provide 
interested Masons with opportunities to explore the 
dimensions of meaning and purpose in Masonic rituals 
and symbols. 

 
Guiding Principles 
 

1. Masonic rituals and symbols have historic, social, 
moral, philosophical and spiritual dimensions of 
meaning and purpose, and each deserves attention. 
 
2. The rituals, catechisms, and other customs of the 
fraternity provide traditional explanations of the 
meanings in our rituals and symbols. 
 
3. Speculation on further meanings and purposes in our 
rituals and symbols is the right of every Mason, and it 
provides further moral, intellectual and spiritual light in 
Masonry. 
 
4. While some speculations may be more informed or 
rationally sound than others, every individual's 
speculations are valid at least to the extent that he finds 
them personally meaningful. 
 

5. Sharing information, insights and questions with 
others in an open, warm, casual, and egalitarian 
environment greatly enhances the practice of 
speculation. 
 
6. Quality of group meetings is more important than 
the quantity of participants. 

 
Operational Recommendations 
 

1. Speculative Masonic discussion groups ideally meet 
in dining halls, libraries or other auxiliary rooms of 
lodges or temples. Where circumstances demand 
otherwise, groups can meet in any convenient and 
private location, such as homes, offices after business 
hours, and meeting rooms in public libraries. 

 
2. Meetings are best held at times that do not conflict 
with other fraternal meetings. 
 
3. Groups should operate independently of each other 
and any Masonic organization, striving to avoid 
entanglement in fraternal politics. Groups should not 
be considered recruiting grounds for any organization. 
 
4. Commitment to democratic process should be 
maintained. In most cases, one or two individuals 
naturally assume informal leadership roles in founding 
and organizing a group. A coordinator can be elected to 
facilitate communication within the group, but titles 
and formalized rules of conduct are rarely necessary, 
and they can interfere with the openness, warmth, 
casualness, and egalitarianism that should characterize 
every group meeting. Mutual agreement among 
participants to adhere to the virtues of Masonic conduct 
should be adequate to ensure a pleasant and productive 
atmosphere. 
 
5. The optimal maximum size for a group is 
approximately 12 to 15 participants. Larger groups can 
inhibit the participation of some individuals, and often 
demand more structure and formality. A group with 
more than 20 participants should consider dividing into 
two groups that meet in different locations and times. 
The formation of new groups can make participation 
more convenient for a larger percentage of the local 
Masonic population. 
 
6. The best manner for initial formation of a group is 
through agreements among brothers who already know 
each other to be interested in this kind of Masonic 
activity. As a core group of brothers establishes a 
stable history of meeting on a routine basis, then more 
participants are likely to be drawn by word of mouth. 
Where a group has established stability, it may also 
consider notifying a larger number of brothers about its 
existence through emails or flyers sent to local lodges 
and temples. 
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7. Roundtable discussions are recommended as the 
standard format because they stimulate involvement 
from each participant. In order for participants to be 
prepared with insights and questions on any given 
subject, a group should agree upon future discussion 
topics and recommended readings. Presentation and 
discussion of papers written by group participants can 
also be stimulating. 
 
8. Groups can meet as often as they wish, though 
monthly or twice per month is recommended. Meeting 
less frequently can discourage commitment of all 
participants, and meeting more frequently can often be 
too much of a commitment for brothers who would 
otherwise be enthusiastic participants. 

 

 
 
New Masonic On-Line Newsletter 
 
 Brother Cory Sigler, Junior Deacon of Hawthorne-
Fortitude Lodge No. 200, Ramsey, New Jersey, is now 
publishing a very informative on-line newsletter, The 
Working Tools. Issues 1 and 2 are available at 
 

http://www.hawthornefortitude200.com 
 

 
 
We Welcome a New Member 
 
 Brother Chris Fickett just joined us and writes: 
 
 “I recently joined Anniversary Lodge of Research No. 
175 and just received an intro letter from Dick Dewing, 
requesting that I send you a short biographical write-up. 
 “My name is Christopher Fickett and I live in Hudson. 
I was raised on 11-01-2005 in Ancient York Lodge No. 89 
in Nashua. I am currently the Junior Steward for my lodge. 
I was born in Utica NY and moved to Massachusetts when 
I was five. This 'FLATLANDER' said goodbye to MA in 
2001 and moved to Nashua, NH. My wife Tricia and I 
were married last June and each of us brought two children 
to the marriage. My daughter, Heather, is currently a 
freshman at UMass Lowell this year, pursuing a degree in 
physical therapy. My son, Noah, is currently an operative 
mason in NH. One of my stepsons, Ryan, will be 
graduating from Northern Essex this year with an 
Associate’s in Journalism and is planning on transferring 
to UMass Amherst next fall. My other stepson, Sean, is 
currently a senior in high school and will be joining the US 
Marines in July of this year. I have worked for IBM for 
seven years in the technical sales organization. My current 
passions are my wife/family, motorcycles, computers and 
any electronic gadgets.” 
 

 

250th Anniversary of Brother Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart’s Birth 
 

 
 
 On 27 January 1756, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was 
born in Salzburg, Austria. In 2006, music lovers celebrate 
the 250th anniversary of his birth. 
 His father Leopold (1719-1787) was a violinist in the 
service of the Archbishop of Salzburg. As a boy he 
displayed prodigious talent. He began playing when he 
was four, was composing short pieces for the keyboard by 
the age of six, and as a child traveled throughout Europe 
with his father and sister giving concerts. 
 In 1781 Mozart, now a young man, opted to settle in 
Vienna. Against his father's wishes he married Constanze 
Weber. They had six children, two of whom survived. He 
lived off teachings and commissions, and during the last 
ten years of his life he was to write some of his greatest 
works, including the operas The Marriage of Figaro, Cosi 
Fan Tutte and The Magic Flute. He stated "Music, even in 
situations of the greatest horror, should never be painful to 
the ear but should flatter and charm it, and thereby always 
remain music.” 
 At the time of his death, most likely from kidney 
failure, on 5 December 1791 at the age of 35, he left 
behind a prodigious body of some 630 works including 41 
symphonies and 27 piano concertos. Almost all of us can 
hum a Mozart tune, such as the nursery rhyme "Twinkle, 
Twinkle Little Star" (he wrote the music, the words were 
added later). Babies today are played Mozart's 
compositions to stimulate their intellectual development, 
and when Voyager 1 took off for the edge of the solar 
system in 1977, it was carrying a recording of Mozart‘s 
“Magic Flute” among other examples of music from Earth. 
 Another musical genius of a later generation, Franz 
Schubert (1797-1828), would say of him: "O Mozart, 
immortal Mozart, how many, how infinitely many 
inspiring suggestions of a finer, better life have you left in 
our souls!" 
 Freemasonry was first introduced into Austria in 1742, 
and in 1784, forty-five lodges formed the Grand Lodge of 
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Austria. Brother Mozart was initiated 14 December 1784, 
passed and raised January 1785 in Zur Wohltätigkeit 
(Beneficence) Lodge, Vienna, which amalgamated with 
Zur Gekrönten Hoffnung (Crowned Hope) Lodge 
following an edict of Emperor Joseph II. He also affiliated 
with Zur Neugekrönten Hoffnung (New Crowned Hope) 
Lodge in 1786. His father, Leopold, was initiated, passed 
and raised there in 1785. Franz Joseph Haydn (1731-1809) 
was also a member of this Lodge. 
 Mozart composed a long list of works specifically for 
performance in the lodge: songs, cantatas and funeral 
music. The Viennese lodges had as members many 
professional musicians, vocalists and instrumentalists, well 
able to perform these works. 
 For many listeners, the opera Die Zauberflöte (The 
Magic Flute), Mozart's last great operatic work, composed 
in 1791, is full of Masonic symbolism - the trials of 
initiation, the conflict between two realms of good and 
evil, the characters, the orchestration (clarinets and basset-
horns), rhythmic repetition of three chords in ritual knocks, 
even the prevailing keys of E flat and C minor (three flats) 
and C major (the key of light). Professor Chailley (see 
reference below) contends that almost every melody, 
rhythm, key, harmony, and detail of orchestration is based 
on Masonic symbolism. The libretto was by Emanuel 
Schikaneder (1751-1812), who was also a Freemason. 
 In a letter written to his father on 4 April 1787, we find 
evidence of the impact Masonic philosophy made in his 
life: "I have now made a habit of being prepared in all 
affairs for the worst. As death, when we come to consider 
it closely, is the true goal of our existence, I have formed 
during the last few years such close relations with this best 
and truest friend of mankind, that his image is not only no 
longer terrifying to me, but is indeed very soothing and 
consoling! ... and thank God that he gave me the happiness 
and the opportunity (you know what I mean) to learn to 
know Him as the key to true blessedness." 
 In a eulogy given in New Crowned Hope Lodge, it was 
said: “Half of Europe revered him, the great called him 
their darling, and we – we called him our Brother.” 
 
For Further Reading (all make reference to Mozart's active 
participation in Freemasonry): 
 

Branscombe, Peter. Die Zauberflöte, Cambridge 
University Press, 1991 
 
Chailley, Jacques, translated by Weinstock, Herbert, 
The Magic Flute: Masonic Opera, Knopf, 1971 
 
Landon, H. C. Robbins, Mozart and the Masons: New 
Light on the Lodge "Crowned Hope," Thames and 
Hudson Inc., 1983 
 
Landon, H. C. Robbins, Mozart: The Golden Years 
1781 – 1791, Schirmer Books, Macmillan, 1989 
 
Landon, H. C. Robbins, 1791: Mozart's Last Year, 
Thames and Hudson, Ltd., 1988 
 

Landon, H. C. Robbins, The Mozart Companion: A 
Guide to Mozart's Life and Music, Thames and Hudson 
Ltd., 1990 
 
Solomon, Maynard, Mozart: A Life, HarperCollins 
Publishers, 1995 
 
Till, Nicholas, Mozart and the Enlightenment: Truth, 
Virtue and Beauty in Mozart's Operas, Faber & Faber 
Ltd., 1992 
 

Editor’s Note: Material in this article is taken, with 
permission, from two articles from the Committee on 
Masonic Education, Grand Lodge of Canada in the 
Province of Ontario, Brother Raymond S. J. Daniels, 
Chairman, and The Working Tools newsletter, Issue 2. 
Illustration of Brother Mozart from Wikipedia entry, 
drawing by Doris Stock, 1789, public domain. 
 

 
 
Baron von Steuben in Portsmouth 
 
 Brother Friedrich Wilhelm Ludolf Gerhard Augustin 
von Steuben (1730-1794) was the Prussian military officer 
responsible for training of the Continental Army during the 
Revolutionary War. According to material from the 
Steuben Society of America, after meeting with Brother 
Benjamin Franklin and Silas Deane, American 
Commissioners in France, he left Marseilles aboard a 
munitions-carrying frigate secretly bound for Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, on 26 September 1777 and arrived in 
Portsmouth on 1 December 1777. In February 1778, the 
Continental Congress at York, Pennsylvania received him 
with high honors. 
 Brother von Steuben was made a Mason in Germany, 
became a member of Trinity Lodge No. 10 (now No. 12) 
in New York and later affiliated with Holland Lodge No. 
8, New York City. 
 

 
 
Scottish Rite Strategic Plan 
 
 For readers interested in the direction of the Scottish 
Rite in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, a Strategic Plan 
document, dated January 2006, is available at the Supreme 
Council web site 
 
 http://www.supremecouncil.org/ 
 
Click on “Strategic Plan” in the left-hand menu. 
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James E. Whalley: Founder of New 
Hampshire DeMolay 
 

 
 
 In the Portsmouth Masonic Temple, we are fortunate to 
have as a tenant the James E. Whalley Masonic Museum 
and Library. This institution is made possible by the legacy 
of Brother Whalley, a prominent Mason in the first half of 
the 20th Century and the man behind the introduction of the 
Order of DeMolay into New Hampshire, and indeed into 
New England. 
 James Edmund Whalley was born in Portsmouth, NH, 
on 16 November 1869. That was only four years after the 
end of the Civil War, and Ulysses S. Grant was in his first 
year as President. Portsmouth was on its way to becoming 
a thriving industrial center with the world-famous Frank 
Jones brewery in full operation. His parents were James 
and Lucy Whalley, both natives of England. The 1880 
census lists his father’s occupation as a gas maker, at a 
time when gaslights, lamps and candles were used for 
indoor lighting, and there was a brother, Horace Whalley, 
three years younger. The Whalley family lived at 33 Deer 
Street, which is now the address of a number of upscale 
shops and condominiums attached to the Sheraton 
Harborside Hotel complex. At the time it was a two-family 
house, built in 1705. 
 James Whalley was educated in the local schools and 
began his adult life in the United States Navy, where he 
served as a yeoman. On 2 February 1894, at the age of 24, 
he was the Chief Engineer’s yeoman aboard USS 
Kearsarge, when the ship was wrecked on the Roncador 
Reef, in the Caribbean Sea off the coast of what is now 
Nicaragua. At the time of his death in 1956, he was 
believed to be the last survivor from that ship. We note 
that the steam sloop Kearsarge is perhaps the most famous 
wooden ship built at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. She was 
commissioned in 1862 and was responsible for the sinking 

of the Confederate commerce raider CSS Alabama off the 
coast of France on 19 June 1864. 
 
 

 
The house at 33 Deer Street in 1935. (See references) 

 
 

 
Watercolor by an unidentified artist, depicting Kearsarge 
wrecked on Roncador Reef on 2 February 1894. Donated 

by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1936. U.S. Naval 
Historical Center Photograph. Used with permission. 

 
 
 James Whalley later enlisted in the United States 
Army, and served in the Philippines during the Spanish-
American War (1898) and the Philippine Insurrection 
(1899-1901). He returned to Portsmouth in 1901, and 
began his career as a mechanic at Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard. He rose to the position of Chief Clerk of the 
Supply Department before his retirement in 1934. 
 In civil life, Brother Whalley served as a member of 
the Portsmouth City Council, Board of Education and 
Board of Appraisers. He was also a Commander of 
Emerson Hovey Post, Veterans of Foreign Wars, V.F.W. 
Department Commander for New Hampshire, and a 
member of Camp Winfield Scott Schley, Spanish-
American Veterans. 
 He married Mary A. Watson of Nottingham, NH. They 
had no children. Mary Whalley passed away in January 
1952 and was buried in the cemetery in Nottingham. 
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Masonic Record 
 
 Brother Whalley’s outstanding Masonic career began 
in St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 56, Portsmouth, in 1911, where 
he received his degrees on 9 October, 13 November and 11 
December. He served as Worshipful Master of his Lodge 
in 1929-1930. 
 Brother Whalley had the distinction of presiding over 
all the York and Scottish Rite bodies then meeting in 
Portsmouth. In the York Rite, he was exalted in 
Washington Chapter No. 3 on 28 May 1912 and served as 
High Priest in 1921-22; received the degrees of Davenport 
Council No. 5 in 1913 and served as Thrice Illustrious 
Master in 1920-21, and was knighted in DeWitt Clinton 
Commandery No.2 on 18 May 1914 and served as 
Eminent Commander in 1924-25. In the Scottish Rite, he 
received the degrees during the period November 1919-
April 1920. He served as Thrice Potent Master of Ineffable 
Lodge of Perfection in 1927-28 and as Sovereign Prince of 
Grand Council, Princes of Jerusalem (later renamed John 
Christie Council) in 1929-30. At that time, New 
Hampshire Chapter of Rose-Croix was located in Dover. 
He received the 33rd Degree on 24 September 1941 at the 
Supreme Council session in Chicago. 
 Brother Whalley became a member of Bektash 
Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., in 1920 and served as Potentate in 
1935. 
 In the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of New 
Hampshire, Companion Whalley entered the grand line 
and was installed as Most Illustrious Grand Master at the 
end of the Annual in May 1929 by M.I. Companion Harry 
M. Cheney, then the Grand Recorder. The next Annual 
was on May 19, 1930 at Concord, where Companion 
Whalley presided. Notable attendees included: a 
P.M.I.G.M. from Rhode Island; two P.M.I.G.M.s from 
Connecticut; the M.I.G.M. from Massachusetts; and M.P. 
Companion O. Frank Hart, of Columbia, NC, the General 
Grand Master of the General Grand Council of R. & S.M. 
of the USA. In his address, Companion Whalley said: 
"Nothing unusual has occurred during the past year and no 
official decisions have been made on any matter." In 1930, 
there were 3443 Cryptic Masons and 17 Councils in New 
Hampshire, compared to approximately 600 in 8 Councils 
today. 
 
DeMolay 
 
 As High Priest of Washington Chapter during 1921-22, 
he was the man most responsible for bringing DeMolay to 
New Hampshire. The Order of DeMolay had been founded 
in Kansas City, Missouri, by Brother Frank S. Land, in 
1919. The Order spread rapidly throughout the country, 
and only two years later, it was time for DeMolay in New 
Hampshire. Although Masons today are accustomed to the 
idea of sponsoring youth organizations, including 
DeMolay, Rainbow and, in some parts of the country, 
Job’s Daughters, in the 1920’s it was a strange and 
controversial idea. All DeMolay Chapters, then as now, 
had to have sponsors. It was not an easy matter to obtain a 

vote to sponsor an organization of young men between 
sixteen and twenty-one years of age. There were 
challenges in both finding a sponsor and in finding a 
meeting place. No organization could use a Masonic lodge 
room without the approval of the Grand Lodge of New 
Hampshire. Brother Whalley promoted DeMolay to his 
Chapter and to the Masonic hierarchy, resulting in the 
establishment of Portsmouth Chapter with Washington 
Chapter No. 3 as the sponsoring body, and with permission 
from our Grand Lodge for DeMolay Chapters to use 
Masonic lodge rooms. Washington Chapter sponsored 
Portsmouth Chapter until Portsmouth Chapter’s demise a 
few years ago. 
 The Grand Council, Order of DeMolay for Boys, (now 
the International Supreme Council) issued Portsmouth 
Chapter its Letters Temporary on 3 February 1922. This 
was the first Chapter to be granted Letters Temporary in 
New England, as “Dad” Land wrote in a letter on 8 August 
1922. Brother Whalley was a member of the cast that first 
worked the degrees of DeMolay in New Hampshire. 
 We note that although our Grand Lodge decided to 
allow DeMolay Chapters to meet in lodge rooms on 17 
May 1922, New Hampshire Lodges were not authorized to 
sponsor DeMolay Chapters until a year later, 16 May 
1923, some fifteen months after the start of Portsmouth 
Chapter. 
 The first Advisory Council for Portsmouth Chapter 
consisted of members of Washington Chapter No. 3: James 
E. Whalley (56), Scott Somerville (1), Fred E. Peckham 
(1), William B. Randall (1), Laurence G. Peyser (56), 
Harry H. Foote (1), Eldred Marshall (56), Horace W. 
Locklin (1), Fred H. Marden (56) and Sidney S. Trueman 
(56). The numerals (1) and (56) indicate whether each was 
a member of St. John’s Lodge No. 1 or St. Andrew’s 
Lodge No. 56, both of Portsmouth. Brother Whalley was 
elected Chairmen of the Advisory Council, a position he 
held until his death some thirty-four years later. He was 
succeeded by Brother Harry Foote. 
 
Death and Legacy 
 
 Brother Whalley died after a fall at his home at 19 
Rogers Street on 24 June 1956, at the age of 86. His 
funeral was held at the Portsmouth Masonic Temple with 
The Rev. Brother John N. Feaster, D.D., pastor of the 
North Congregational Church, officiating. Ushers and 
active pallbearers were members of Portsmouth Chapter, 
Order of DeMolay, and St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 56. He 
was buried in Harmony Grove Cemetery on 27 June 1956. 
 A few of our Anniversary Lodge members were 
DeMolays in Portsmouth during the time of “Dad” 
Whalley. Brother Rodney A. Robinson remembers him as 
a quiet but sociable man who wanted the involvement of 
all of the Portsmouth Masonic bodies in his museum 
project. Brother Lynn Sanderson remembers a quiet man 
who had a great relationship with both DeMolays and the 
Masonic hierarchy. 
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 Brother Whalley was also remembered by the James E. 
Whalley Court of Chevaliers, which once operated in the 
Seacoast area but sadly no longer exists. 
 In an obituary written by Brothers Reginald E. 
Goldsmith and George B. Ward for the Scottish Rite 
Supreme Council, we read “With the passing of Brother 
Whalley, we have lost an outstanding student of Masonry 
and its philosophy. Those who knew him will ever 
remember him as a staunch and steadfast Brother. He 
leaves a heritage to the Fraternity and his memory will be a 
cherished possession of his multitude of friends and 
brethren.” 
 
Museum and Library 
 
 Brother Whalley died a widower without children or 
close relatives. In his Last Will and Testament, with the 
exception of a modest bequest to Portsmouth Chapter, 
Order of DeMolay, he directed that his estate be used “to 
form a non-profit corporation which shall establish and 
maintain a museum and library in Portsmouth to receive 
and exhibit objects of Masonic and historic interest in and 
about the City of Portsmouth.” 
 The purpose of this bequest was to establish a place 
where Masons and others might learn more of the 
principles of Masonry and of the history of Portsmouth and 
vicinity. The execution of this purpose was left to the 
discretion of the four incorporators named in his will: 
Brothers Gerald D. Foss, George B. Ward, Lynn J. 
Sanderson and Charles M. Dale. The corporation was 
formed on 28 June 1962 and, after some exploratory and 
organizational work, the James E. Whalley Museum and 
Library moved into a portion of its present quarters in the 
Portsmouth Masonic Temple in 1969. 
 
References: 
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Editor’s Notes: Thank you to Brother Lynn J. Sanderson 
for his collection of material from the Whalley Museum 
files and to Brother Rodney Robinson for the information 
from the Grand Council Proceedings. Also, thank you to 
the Whalley Museum for their loan of the portrait of 
Brother Whalley. 
 

 
 
Book Reviewers Needed 
 
 Over the last year or so, a number of interesting 
Masonic books have appeared. Although your Editor may 
eventually have time to review one or more of them, any 
Anniversary Lodge member who would like to write a 
review for this newsletter, or for our Grand Lodge 
magazine, would be very welcome. Although all book 
reviews are welcome, some books of recent interest are: 
 

Freemasons for Dummies, by Christopher Hodapp, 
Dummies Series, 2005, ISBN: 0764597965 

 
The Secret History of Freemasonry: Its Origins and 
Connection to the Knights Templar by Paul Naudon, 
Inner Traditions, 2005, ISBN: 159477028X 

 
Turning the Hiram Key: Rituals of Freemasonry 
Revealed, by Robert Lomas, Fair Winds Press. 2005 
ISBN: 1592331343 

 
The Origins of Freemasonry: Facts & Fictions, by 
Margaret C. Jacob, University of Pennsylvania Press, 
2005, ISBN: 0812239016 
 
Understanding Manhood in America, by Robert G. 
Davis, Anchor Communications, 2005, ISBN: 
0935633375  

 
 


