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The 2002-2003 Officers after the 
Installation on 8 July. Left to right (both 
rows) Ed Lewis, Richard Dewing, Paul 
Ladd, Mark Furber, Gerald McHugh, 
Forbes Getchell, Richard Gilbert, David 
Scott, Donald Crete, Harry Moore. 
Missing are Leonard Sousa and “Skins” 
Watkins. This picture was taken in the 
Lodge Room on the third floor of the 
William Pitt Tavern and the temperature 
there was approximately 100oF. 
(Photo: Mary Furber)

 
 
Next Meeting: 13 November in Warren 
 
 The fall meeting of Anniversary Lodge will be help 
with Harris Lodge No. 91, Warner, NH, on Wednesday, 13 
November 2002. The Lodge opens at 7:30 PM. We do not 
know about a supper at this time, so please contact the 
Editor shortly before the event for more information. 
 

Directions: Harris Lodge meets on Kearsarge Street in 
Warner. Take I-89 north to exit 8, and then continue north 
on Route 103. Kearsarge Street will be on your right after 
approximately 1.5 miles. As you turn onto Kearsarge 
Street the Lodge building will face you. The Lodge 
telephone number is 603-456-6108. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Message from the East 
 
Brethren: 
 
 Our annual meeting in July was quite an event. With 
temperatures in the nineties at 6:00 PM, the tavern was 
toasty. The turnout was fantastic. 
 My heartfelt thanks goes out to our Past Grand Master 
Richard Rory Schanda and his installing team for a most 
impressive ceremony. 
 I am a little apprehensive of trying to match the 
standards set by my predecessors, but with your support 
and help I know we will continue to advance and spread 
Light in New Hampshire. 
 Our next meeting with be held at Harris Lodge No. 91 
in Warner on Wednesday, November 13 at 7:30 PM. 
 We will be planning a ladies’ banquet for late January 
or early February. Details will be in the next issue. 
 

Gerald C. McHugh 
Worshipful Master 
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Anniversary Lodge of Research No. 175 
F. & A. M. 

Officers for 2002-2003 
 
Worshipful Master  Gerald C. McHugh, Sr. 
Senior Warden   Bernard R. “Skins” Watkins 
Junior Warden   Mark. E. Furber 
Treasurer     Leonard S. Sousa 
Secretary     L. Forbes Getchell 
Chaplain      Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. 
Senior Deacon   Richard H. Dewing 
Junior Deacon   Edward N. Lewis  
Marshal     David W. Scott 
Senior Steward    Donald M. Crete 
Junior Steward   Harry M. Moore, Jr. 
Tyler      Paul J. Ladd 
 
Contacts 
 

Worshipful Master Gerald C. McHugh, Sr. 
      RR 2 Box 292 

Hillsborough, NH  03244-9605 
      home: 603-478-3519 
 
Secretary:    L. Forbes Getchell 
      51 North Main Street 
      Newmarket, NH 03857-1216 
      home: 603-659-3652 
 
Editor:     Mark E. Furber 
      11 Elwyn Avenue 
      Portsmouth, NH 03801-4417 
      home: 603-436-1523 
      e-mail: <mfurber@computer.org> 
 

This newsletter is published quarterly by Anniversary 
Lodge of Research No. 175, New Hampshire. 

This issue has been sent to all members of Anniversary 
Lodge and to the secretary and/or editor of a number of 
Masonic Research Bodies in the United States and abroad. 
If you know of anyone who should receive it, please let the 
editor know. Back issues are available from the editor or 
from the Lodge web site. 

Unless otherwise indicated, other Masonic Bodies are 
welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter provided 
that the article is reprinted in full, the name of the author 
and the source of the article are indicated, and a copy of 
the publication containing the reprint is sent to the editor. 

Submissions to the newsletter are solicited and should 
be sent to the editor. Electronic submissions in an Office 
97-compatible format are encouraged if possible. 

Any opinion expressed in this newsletter is solely that 
of the author and not that of any Constituent Lodge or 
Grand Lodge. 
 

 
 

Calendar for 2002-2003 
 
Date and time: Wednesday, 13 November 2002, 7:30 PM 
Place: Harris Lodge No. 91, Warner, NH 
Event: Meeting 
 
There will be a banquet for the ladies in late January/early 
February and two other meetings during the spring. Details 
to be announced. 
 
Date and time: Tuesday, July 8, 2003, 7:00 PM. 
Place: William Pitt Tavern, Portsmouth, NH 
Event: Annual Meeting and Installation 
 

 
 
Membership 
 

The by-laws of Anniversary Lodge establish two 
classes of members. Regular Members must also be 
members of a Constituent Lodge under the Grand Lodge of 
New Hampshire, while Associate Members are members 
of Constituent Lodges under jurisdictions in amity with the 
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. Under the by-laws 
approved at the January 2002 meeting and awaiting 
approval by the Grand Lodge, there is a $10.00 fee for 
affiliation and the annual dues are $10.00. The first year’s 
dues should be included with the petition. Petitions for 
affiliation are available from the Secretary or the Editor 
and are acted on by the Secretary as he receives them. 
Please contact the Editor when you petition, and he will 
place you on the newsletter mailing list at that time. 
 

 
 
Important Notice: Editor’s Relocation 
 
Late this year, your Editor will be returning to New 
Hampshire. Please use this address 
 
 

Mark E. Furber 
11 Elwyn Avenue 
Portsmouth, NH 03801-4417 
 
telephone: 603-436-1523 

 
starting in November. There will be no change in his e-
mail address <mfurber@computer.org> 
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News of Anniversary Lodge Members  
 

Belated but very heartfelt congratulations to Brother 
Conrad Ekdahl, who was elected an Honorary Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire in May 
2001. This is an honor that has been shared by only five 
other Masons. (An article on our Honorary Past Grand 
Masters is scheduled for the next issue.) 

 
 Also, congratulations to our Senior Warden, Brother 
Bernard “Skins” Watkins, who was profiled in the 
Spring/Summer 2002 issue of The New Hampshire 
Freemason. 

 
In St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 56, Portsmouth, Brother 

Lynn J. Sanderson, PM of Anniversary Lodge, is 
Historian. 

In Rising Star Lodge No. 47, Newmarket, Brother L. 
Forbes Getchell, PM and Secretary of Anniversary Lodge, 
is serving as treasurer, Brother Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. as 
Chaplain and Brother Richard H. Dewing as Junior 
Deacon and Historian. 

Brother Aldine J. Tillotson is serving as Secretary and 
Historian for North Star Lodge No. 8, Lancaster. 

Brother Wm. Lee Fisher, PM of Anniversary Lodge, is 
Secretary for Strafford Lodge No. 29, Dover. 
 In Saint James Lodge No. 102, Hampton, Brother 
Robert M. Schreier is serving as Worshipful Master, 
Brother Andy Hirst, PM of Anniversary Lodge, as 
Secretary and Brother Harold E. Fernald, also PM of 
Anniversary Lodge, as Historian. 
 Brother John F. Gordon is serving as Grand Lodge 
Representative for Tucker Lodge No. 99, Raymond. 
 Brother Elmer C. Boutwell is Chaplain for Clinton 
Lodge No. 52, Wilton. 
 

In the Grand Chapter of New Hampshire’s suite of 
officers for 2002-2003, we have 
 
Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. Ex. Grand Captain of the Host 
James E. Ryan   Ex. Grand Royal Arch Captain 
Raymond C. Brown   Ex. Grand Master of the 3rd Veil 
William F. Curtis    Ex. Grand Steward 
 

In the Grand Council of New Hampshire’s suite of 
officers for 2002-2003, we have: 
 
William F. Curtis    Ill. Deputy Grand Lecturer 
Rodney A. Robinson  Ill. Grand Organist 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the Worshipful Master 

At the installation on 8 July, Installing Officer Brother 
Richard Schanda, PGM (left), congratulates Brother 
Gerald McHugh (right). (Photo: Mary Furber) 
 
Gerald C. McHugh was born in Woburn, 

Massachusetts, in 1944 and graduated from Woburn High 
School in 1962. He moved to New Hampshire in 1971. He 
married Barbara in November 1964. They have five 
children and five grandchildren. He has worked at a printer 
at several newspapers and as a technician at Osram 
Sylvania. 
 His Masonic career began while working for Osram 
Sylvania in Hillsborough, NH, where his supervisor was a 
Past Master of Harmony Lodge No. 38 in Hillsborough. 
He was initiated 20 November 1991, passed 20 May 1992 
and raised 3 July 1992. Brother McHugh served as 
Worshipful Master in 1997-2000. 
 He joined the Scottish Rite Valley of Concord, NH, 
and served as Most Wise Master of Acacia Chapter of 
Rose-Croix in 2000-2001. He also joined the York Rite 
Bodies in Concord, where he served as Excellent High 
Priest of Trinity Chapter No. 2, Royal Arch Masons, from 
2000 to the present and is currently Principal Conductor of 
the Work for Horace Chase Council No. 4 and Captain 
General for Mount Horeb Commandery No. 3. 
 He received the N.H. Mason of the Year award in 
1999, the Major General John Sullivan Medal in 2000, and 
is a Past District Education Officer for the Fourth Masonic 
District. He is currently District Deputy Grand Lecturer for 
the Fourth District. His career in Anniversary Lodge of 
Research began five years ago and he has served as Junior 
Deacon, Senior Deacon and Junior Warden before being 
elected Master this year. 
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Paul Ladd On The Road 
From a letter to the editor from Brother Paul Ladd, PM of 
Anniversary Lodge (1999-2000) 
 
 In January 1983 I was appointed to be the historian of 
Major General John Sullivan Lodge No. 2 in Epping, NH, 
and since that time I have tried to put something of interest 
in our monthly trestleboard. There are of course many 
times that I have not had anything. Many of my past 
articles have been of Past Masters of our Lodge or people 
who have done something extraordinary. Many are the 
times in recent years when I have written about my trips if 
they had something of a Masonic nature. For instance, in 
the fall of 2000 I took a trip out through the Midwest 
covering a short stop in Niles, Ohio, where Brother and 
President William McKinley had lived. I wanted to get a 
picture of his home, but I found that it has burned 
sometime that year and they intend to rebuild it. I did, 
however, get a picture of his statue, which is between the 
library and the Masonic Temple there. I put that in the 
trestleboard. I also visited the monument to General “Mad 
Anthony” Wayne in central Indiana and put in a write-up 
about his little episode with the Indians there. I then 
continued up into Michigan to the Chrysler Museum at 
Auburn Hills. 
 This past October, on my way to a wedding at 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, I managed to take in the 
General Omar Bradley Museum in Carlisle, PA, where my 
sister Barbara lives. This visit was used in the Scottish Rite 
newsletter. The next thing of Masonic interest was on the 
way home where I stopped at Mount Vernon. From there I 
went over to Fredericksburg, VA, where Francis Scott Key 
was buried. I managed to take a picture of his monument 
for the November trestleboard. I saw my nephew marry a 
most beautiful young lady from Ohio. They now live in 
Alexandria, VA.  

I did get to cover the George Washington Memorial in 
Alexandria. When they did the dedication of the new 
Square and Compasses in 1999, Barb and I were there for 
that big occasion. When possible, I like to invite Bard 
along on my travels. She seems to enjoy it pretty much. 

 I joined the Lodge back in 1961 when I got to 
talking with my old classmate Brother Ted Rohr. Took my 
1st degree in October 1961, Fellow Craft in January 1962 
and Master Mason in March 1962 along with two others. 
In the fall of 1965 I joined the Scottish Rite and in 1972 I 
joined the York Rite. Then as I said before I was asked to 
be the historian and have been ever since. I have been in 
most of the chairs of the Lodge except the Senior Deacon 
and the Worshipful Master. 

 Well, that is all for now. I’ll try to get something in 
to you later on concerning my travels. 

 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Paul J. Ladd 

 

 

Annual Meeting – 8 July 2002 

Brethren and Ladies dining at the Far East Chinese 
Restaurant before the meeting. (Photo: Mark Furber) 
 

The Annual Meeting and Installation of Anniversary 
Lodge was held at the William Pitt Tavern, Strawbery 
Banke, Portsmouth, NH, on 8 July 2002. Prior to the 
meeting, approximately twenty-five members and guests 
dined at the Far East Chinese Restaurant. 
 That day was notable for high temperatures and 
humidity, making the Lodge room on the third floor of the 
tavern very hot and uncomfortable, so the Lodge voted to 
remove coats. During the business meeting, the annual 
reports of the Secretary and the Treasurer were read, we 
learned that the Grand Lodge had approved the revised by-
laws with some minor changes to the handling of a 
member suspended for non-payment of dues who seeks 
reinstatement, and the officers for 2002-2003 were elected. 
The financial state of the newsletter was discussed and it 
was determined to be satisfactory with the new $10 per 
year dues structure. There were no petitions for affiliation. 

There were two visitors who came from a considerable 
distance, Brother Junior L. Figart and his wife, of New 
Castle, Pennsylvania. 

After the business meeting, guests were admitted and 
the officers for 2002-2003 were installed, with the 
exception of Brother Bernard “Skins” Watkins, Senior 
Warden, who was unable to be present. The Installing 
Suite consisted of: 
 

Installing Master    Richard R. Schanda, PGM  
Installing Elected Officers, Acting Installing Marshall 
and Charge to the Wardens 

 Andrew F. Hirst 
Installing Appointed Officers and Charge to the Master 

 Jeremy J. Sawyer, PGM  
Installing Chaplain    Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. 
Installing Secretary    Donald M. Sumner 
Charge to the Brethren  David J. Lamprey 
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Brother J. Peter Masterson, who was the planned 
Installing Marshall, was unable to be present. 

Both outgoing Worshipful Master Brother Andy Hirst 
and incoming Master Brother Gerry McHugh made 
suitable remarks. Refreshments followed in the social 
quarters on the second floor of the tavern. 

 

 
 
Books 
Reviewed by Mark Furber 
 
Brother Kent Henderson is a prominent Mason in Victoria, 
Australia, and the owner of Global Masonic Publications. 
He is the secretary of the Australian and New Zealand 
Masonic Research Council, perhaps the leading authority 
on variations in the Craft among various jurisdictions, and 
is the author or co-author of some excellent books on the 
Craft, including The Grand Masters of Australia and 
Freemasonry Universal. This past year he has published 
two intriguing books: Freemasonry for Wives and Others 
and Millennial Masonry. The latter will be reviewed in the 
next issue. Both are available from 
 

Kent Henderson 
Box 332 
Williamstown, Victoria 3016 
Australia 

 
E-mail: kenthen@optushome.com 

 
Web site: 
 

http://www.geocities.com/kentgmp/ 
 
Freemasonry For Wives And Others 
 

This small paperback 
(approximately 50 pages) 
is an attempt to explain 
Masonry to the non-
Mason, and is targeted, as 
the title implies, towards 
the wife or girlfriend of a 
candidate. 

The book is divided 
into two parts. The first 
provides a brief synopsis 
of the Craft in the form of 
short questions and 
answers, including: How 
is Masonry organized? 
What do Masons do in 
lodge? Aren't Masonic 

ceremonies secret? Is Freemasonry a religion? Don't 
Masons take strange vows? What's this business about 
riding a goat? Doesn't it cost a lot of money to be a 
member? Why can't women join? Can only important 
people join the lodge? And so on. This section of the book 

provides basic background on the Craft for someone 
unfamiliar with it, and attempts to answer some of the 
common criticisms of the Craft, for example, that Masonry 
is a religion. 

The second section provides more detailed information: 
a short history of the Craft, a discussion of the Old 
Charges, the history of Masonry in Australia, a list of 
famous Masons in many fields of endeavor This material is 
useful, and I learned something from it about Australian 
Masonic history, but it might make dense reading for the 
novice. 

The book is well done and informative. I would 
unhesitatingly recommend it for someone seeking an easy-
to-read introduction to the Craft, and it might well form 
part of a small collection of material to be given to a 
petitioner. Although it is obviously aimed at an Australian 
readership, that should not make the North American 
reader reluctant to use it, and it occurs to me that the 
production of a North American edition would be quite 
straightforward. I would also have liked to have seen a 
better discussion of Masonic symbolism, since that is at 
the heart of Masonry and is perhaps one of the stranger 
aspects of the Craft to the outsider. 

I am also somewhat saddened that such books are 
necessary today. The existence of Masonic apologia for the 
general public shows how much inaccurate information 
about the Craft is in circulation and how outside the 
mainstream of society we now are. There was a time when 
such a book would not have been necessary. 

 

 
 
An Upcoming Book on Charles Gilman 
 
 The last issue of our newsletter contained a short article 
on Brother Charles Gilman. Coincidentally, the May 2002 
issue of The Northern Light  (the magazine of the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite) contained a 
letter from Brother Jorge Soto of California, a PM of 
Antioch-Brentwood Lodge No. 175 and of Northern 
California Research Lodge (1987), mentioning his current 
endeavor. Brother Soto was one of the authors of 
California’s sesquicentennial history, California 
Freemasonry: 1850-2000, and became interested in 
Brother Gilman’s because of his involvement in the 
establishment of the Grand Lodge of California in 1850. 
Brother Gilman was present in California during the Gold 
Rush, was president of the convention to establish the 
Grand Lodge, but chose not to serve as Grand Master. 

Since 1998, Brother Soto has been researching the life 
of Brother Gilman, and his efforts have grown from a 
simple inquiry to satisfy his curiosity into the first draft of 
a book which he expects to be published in the fall of 
2003. Your Editor is maintaining contact with Brother 
Soto and will keep the Lodge informed about his progress. 
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Harry Morrison Cheney: Masonic Leader 
and Historian 
 

Harry Morrison 
Cheney was born in 
Newport, New 
Hampshire, on 8 
March 1860. He was 
educated at Colby 
Academy, New 
London, NH, and 
Bates College, 
Lewiston, Maine, 
where he graduated 
with a B.A. degree in 
1896. He was a 
printer by occupation 
and for many years 
the owner, publisher 
and editor of The 
Free Press  

newspaper in Lebanon, NH. Brother Cheney passed away 
on 1 January 1937 in Concord. 
 In public life he was the state auditor of public printers’ 
accounts, and he represented Lebanon in the New 
Hampshire House for five sessions, served in the State 
Senate in 1897-1898, was Speaker of the House in 1903-
1905 and served on the Governor’s Council in 1899-1891. 
 Brother Cheney was raised in King Solomon’s Lodge 
No. 14, Elkins, NH, on 5 October 1885 and affiliated with 
Franklin Lodge No. 6, Lebanon, in 1887. He served as 
Master of Franklin Lodge in 1891, 1892, 1895 and 1896, 
the latter year being the Centennial Year of the Lodge.  
 He was Grand Master of New Hampshire in 1902-
1903. The cornerstone laying and then the dedication of 
the Masonic Home in Manchester on marked his term. He 
then served as Grand Secretary for twenty-six years: 1910-
1936. He was awarded the Henry Price Medal by the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 
 In the York Rite, he was exalted in St. Andrew’s 
Chapter No. 1, Lebanon, on 12 August 1884, greeted in 
Columbian Council No. 2 (now Columbian-St John), 
Claremont, on 22 February 1887 and knighted in Sullivan 
Commandery (now Sullivan-Hughes de Payens No. 6), 
Claremont, on 13 January 1885. He later affiliated as a 
Charter Member of Washington Council No. 10 in 
Lebanon. He served as High Priest of St. Andrew’s 
Chapter in 1901, Thrice Illustrious Master of Washington 
Council in 1893-1894 and Eminent Commander of 
Sullivan Commandery in 1912. He served as Most 
Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council in 1905-
1905 and then as Grand Recorder of both the Grand 
Council and the Grand Commandery of New Hampshire 
during 1910-1936. 
 Brother Cheney received the Scottish Rite degrees in 
Aaron P. Hughes Lodge of Perfection, Nashua, on 12 April 
1888, Ariel Council, Princes of Jerusalem, and Acacia 
Chapter of Rose Croix, Concord, on 18 April 1900, and 
Edward A. Raymond Consistory, Nashua, on 19 April 

1900. He received the 33rd Degree on 19 September 1905 
and was made an Active Member of the Supreme Council, 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, on 17 September 1925. He 
serves as Deputy for New Hampshire during 1925-1936, 
Assistant Grand Prior 1928-1929, and on various 
committees of the Supreme Council. 
 In addition to these activities, Brother Cheney was 
perhaps the first significant historian of the Craft in New 
Hampshire. His two books, Symbolic Masonry in New 
Hampshire (Rumford Press, 1934) and Chapters, Councils, 
Commanderies and Scottish Rite in New Hampshire 
(Rumford Press, 1935) contain detailed histories of the 
Grand bodies and of all of the Constituent bodies. Their 
compilation must have been a monumental task. They are 
occasionally available on the used book market today, in 
the $50 range, and are worth the investment for the student 
of New Hampshire Masonry. 
 
References: 
 
Baynard, Samuel H., Jr., History of the Supreme Council, 
33o, A.A.S.R., N.M.J. and its Antecedents, Boston, MA, 
1938 (Picture of Brother Cheney from Baynard and used 
with permission of the Supreme Council, N.M.J.) 
 
Foss, Gerald D., Three Centuries of Freemasonry in New 
Hampshire, Somersworth, NH 1972 
 

 
 

"There is something unique about Masonry, a tie unlike 
any other, uniting men of all ranks, types, temperaments 
into a closely-knit fellowship; something deep and tender -
- one could call it mystical, if the word had not been so 
badly used -- which all of us feel, but which no one can 
analyze. We sit in Lodge together, each knowing exactly 
what will come next; we meet upon the level and part upon 
the square -- old and simple and familiar symbols – and 
somehow, no one knows how, a tie is woven light as air 
yet stronger than steel. It is very strange, very wonderful -- 
to attempt it is like trying to draw a rim round a perfume." 
 

-- Brother Joseph Fort Newton 
 

 

 
 

A Favorite Prayer of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury 
(from the Church of England web site) 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Master Carpenter of Nazareth, on a 
cross through wood and nails you have wrought man's 
salvation; wield well your tools in this workshop, so that 
we who come to you rough hewn, may by you be 
fashioned according to your will; for the sake of your 
tender mercy. Amen. 
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From The Editor 
 

Let me open by expressing my appreciation for 
electing me Junior Warden. I am looking forward to an 
enjoyable and productive term as Master in the fullness of 
time, and am thinking about some things that might 
constitute a good program for 2004-2005. 

My wife and I expect to move back to New Hampshire 
after Thanksgiving. For anyone interested, this move is so 
we can provide my mother more help than we can from 
250 miles away and I will be transferring from the 
Connecticut office to the Massachusetts office of the 
company I work for, so there will be only some 
disturbance in terms of my job. Please note my new 
address: 

 
11 Elwyn Avenue 
Portsmouth, NH 03801-4417 
telephone: 603-436-1523 
 
At this point, given our relocation, my starting a new 

job and given our schedule of events, there may not be a 
newsletter until January 2003. If that is necessary, I hope 
you understand if I am occupied with other things.  

It was good to see some material from past issues of 
this newsletter in the recent (spring/summer 2002) issue of 
The New Hampshire Freemason: the short article on 
Brother Hirst’s being awarded the K.C.C.H., and the long 
paper on Brother John Calvin Sampson by Brother Richard 
Longo of Rochester. This newsletter has a far smaller 
circulation among New Hampshire Masons than the Grand 
Lodge magazine and we welcome their use of our material. 

I am working on a small project about Masonic 
postcards from New Hampshire, and would greatly 
appreciate hearing from anyone with information on them. 
I am looking for postcards of two types: 

a. Current or recent postcards showing Masonic 
buildings or events in NH. The only one I have is the one 
showing the Portsmouth Masonic Temple that has been 
around for 20 or so years. 

b. Older postcards. I have a small collection of them 
already and am interested in scanning others. Any loaned 
to me will be returned quickly and without damage. 

A web site for Anniversary Lodge is up and “under 
construction” as the saying on the Internet goes. The URL 
is 

 
http://www.furber.com/alor/ 
 

and all issues of the newsletter are available as PDF files 
there. 

And as always, a thank you to my wife Mary for her 
assistance. 
 
        Sincerely and fraternally, 
 
        Mark E. Furber 
 

 

Research Lodge News  
 
New Prince Hall Research Lodge in Georgia 
 
 Our Brethren in the Prince Hall branch of the Craft 
now have a Research Lodge – James M. Simms Lodge of 
Masonic Research, under the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 
Georgia and formed in June 2002. This is the only 
Research Lodge now working within Prince Hall Masonry 
and the first since the abortive attempt to form the Prince 
Hall Lodge of Research of New York in the 1940’s. 
 The Lodge is named after James Merilus Simms (1823-
1912), the founder of Prince Hall Masonry in Georgia and 
the First Grand Master of that Grand Lodge. He was a 
veteran of the Union Army, a Baptist minister and noted 
for his efforts to establish a college for African-Americans 
in Savannah after the Civil War. That college has now 
become Savannah State University. 
The Lodge has a web site at 

 
http://members.tripod.com/jsnow1/jmslorga.htm 

 
Texas 
 

Brother William P. Vaughn, Past Master and Fellow of 
Texas Lodge of Research, gave the 2002 Anson Jones 
Lecture in Wichita Falls, TX, on 15 June 2002. His topic 
was “The Masonic Home and School of Texas: The Early 
Years.” 
 
England – Quatuor Coronati Lodge 
 

Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076 is running a series 
of two-hour seminars for those interested in Masonic 
research at Freemasons’ Hall in London. The seminars 
have been well received and are likely to be repeated in the 
future. The first seminar covers "The Essence of Research" 
presented by Brother John Hamill, Director of 
Communications for the United Grand Lodge of England, 
and "Guidelines and Directives" by Brother Yasha 
Beresiner, PM of Quatuor Coronati Lodge The second 
covers "Using a Library for Research" by Rebecca 
Coombes, Grand Lodge Librarian, and "Wider Resouces: 
Archives and Illustrative Material" by Katrina Jowett, and 
the third seminar covers "Selecting a Subject" by Brother 
Trevor Stewart and Brother Beresiner, both PMs of 
Quatuor Coronati Lodge. 
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How Well Are We Guarding The West Gate? 
Brother Michael D. Nanny, Grand Master, The Grand 
Lodge of Texas A.F. & A.M., 2001-2002, and reprinted 
with permission 
 
Generally speaking, the ritualists are the only well-
organized group in our Lodges today. They are organized 
because they have specific duties and responsibilities, and 
as a general rule it is a group who take pride in the quality 
of the ritualistic conferral of the degrees. There ought to be 
many such groups in our Lodges, each with specific duties 
and interests, and each with its own enthusiasm and pride. 
For instance, many Lodges have a Funeral Group - 
composed of Brethren, many of whom are either retired or 
self-employed - who attend and participate in Masonic 
funerals and memorial services. Some Lodges have a well 
informed group who keep track of the sick list, and another 
group who keep track of the widows, etc. 
There is another group of even greater importance to the 
reputation of the Lodge - indeed of utmost importance to 
the reputation of the Fraternity - and that group is the 
Investigation Group . Unfortunately, in many Lodges, it is 
a rather loosely organized group of members who are 
called upon from time to time to investigate the character 
and reputation of those who knock upon our doors for 
admission. 
It is impossible to be too careful and painstaking in the 
investigation of a petitioner for the Degrees of 
Freemasonry. In these days, nothing is more dangerous - 
nor is there more potential for serious damage to the good 
name and reputation of our Order and to our Lodges - than 
a slipshod investigation of those who seek admission into 
our Order. 
In some instances our own members have become more 
lax when it comes to recommending a man for 
membership; thereby placing an even more demanding 
burden upon Investigating Committees to ferret out the 
undesirable applicants. Such demonstrated laxity is 
doubtless generated to some degree by our zeal for new 
members, and the eventual outcome is dependent almost 
entirely upon those who perform the investigation. 
The present “three black ball rule” has placed even more 
pressure upon the inves tigators, and has added to the 
frustration of well-meaning and sincere Masons whose 
sole purpose in exercising the black ball privilege is to 
keep undesirables applicants out of our Fraternity. 
There are documented instances of well meaning Masons 
recommending a man for membership whom they have 
known for only a few days, and - yes, there have been 
instances of a man walking in off the street, and a member 
of the Lodge has recommended him; relying solely upon 
the Investigating Committee to dig into his past and make 
their recommendation - and in some instances - during the 
short span of a couple of weeks. Some are found to be 
convicted felons on probation, and the recommender knew 
nothing about his past. And, yes - some are elected to 
receive the Degrees of Masonry simply because lazy and 
indifferent members of the Investigating Committee have 
not been honest - either with themselves or with the 

literally thousands of good Masons who have completely 
relied upon their investigation of the petitioner. 
For whatever reason we are unable to explain, the average 
member of a Lodge is reluctant to share any information 
about the petitioner - either good or bad - with the 
members of the Investigating Committee. Such sharing 
should be emphasized and encouraged by the Worshipful 
Masters of our Lodges, and it should be respected by the 
members of the Investigating Committee and by the 
Lodge. 
Curiously, in a great many of our Lodges, little thought is 
given to selecting members of the Investigating 
Committee. Regrettably, there are Lodges whose process is 
to simply pick the next three names from the Roster. Such 
practice is not logical. Would you pick a degree team in 
such a manner? Would you select a name from the Roster, 
call the Brother on the telephone and tell him to be at 
Lodge next Monday to confer the Entered Apprentice 
Degree? Of course not! If you want a degree conferred 
with dignity and in an impressive manner, you choose a 
special member for his special skills and ability to fill 
whatever place on the degree team that would contribute to 
an impressive degree. 
So, why should we not be equally selective when it comes 
to selecting those members whose special job is to 
carefully scrutinize those who knock at our doors? We are 
talking about scrutiny that should consist of much more 
than a casual interview, or a couple of hurried telephone 
calls to a petitioner’s references, or an exchange of 
information with other members of the Investigating 
Committee. Let’s be honest and admit that an increasing 
number of Texas Lodges have taken in members of whom 
neither they nor the Fraternity can be justly proud, and 
who - had they been thoroughly investigated would never 
have passed the ballot box. 
Each Lodge needs a group of men who will not only 
consider the statements of the petitioner, but will go 
behind them, and take them to pieces to see if they are 
really true in fact. If a petitioner is honest about the 
information he gives the Lodge, he should welcome a 
thorough investigation of his background - consistent with 
the relative laws governing individual privacy. If he is 
sincere in his desire to become a Mason, he will be patient 
with the process, and if he will make a good Mason, he 
will maintain his interest throughout the process of 
investigation. 
In addition to being just plain difficult in many instances, 
our efforts are complicated by an ever increasing number 
of federal and state laws, rules and regulations concerning 
the privacy of individuals. Sometimes, we run the risk of 
being  a criminal in our efforts to identify  criminals. But, 
we have a job to do, and we must find a way to develop 
trained investigators - that is - trained to the extent of 
understanding the basic fundamentals necessary to 
thoroughly and properly do their job, and attempt to train 
and develop as many potential investigators as possible. 
Needless to say, most potentially good ideas are beset with 
questions posed by nay-sayers whose standard offering is 
the age old; “We’ve never done it that way,” but 
Worshipful Masters - there IS a way to ensure good and 
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thorough investigations of petitioners. Select members 
with a sprinkling of experience, wisdom, discretion and 
knowledge; and bring some of the younger members into 
service to the Lodge so they can gain useful experience for 
future benefit of your Lodge. 
Locate a Mason in your Lodge, or possibly in your area, 
who is in some area of law enforcement - and have your 
members meet with you, the Wardens, the Secretary and 
the “expert.” Rely upon the “expert” to point out the many 
facets of the investigative process; availability of 
information sources; legalities of certain procedures --- 
what should be done and what should not be done, etc. 
Add new talent from your newer members, and invite them 
to meet with the others periodically for review - even if 
you have no petitions to investigate. Keep them interested! 
In the long haul, qualified investigators will not only 
increase in ability, but in credibility as well. 
The membership will learn to rely in great measure upon 
their expertise, and as they approach the ballot box to 
make the decision for themselves, the Lodge and for the 
Fraternity, they can do their duty with a great deal of 
confidence that the Investigating Committee has done its 
job. It is a decision that should - and must be made - with 
the best interests of Masonry in mind. 
The Worshipful Master should appoint a Chairman of the 
Investigating Committee, and he should insist that the 
Chairman call a meeting of the Committee -- to meet at the 
Lodge as soon as possible. As “coordinator,” he should be 
in complete charge of the investigative process. 
The first thing that should be done by the investigating 
committee is to review the petition itself. That instrument 
is literally loaded with vital information which is too 
voluminous to be transferred to the report blank furnished 
each member of the committee. In many instances, the 
Secretary is the only member of the Lodge - other than the 
recommenders - who actually sees the petition, but the 
Investigating Committee needs to examine the petition for 
comparison to answers given by the petitioner during the 
investigation. As a matter of fact, it would be an excellent 
idea to invite the petitioner and his recommenders to meet 
with the Investigating Committee at some point during 
their first meeting at the Lodge. For one thing, it would 
impress upon the petitioner the importance and seriousness 
of the step he has taken, and would put him on notice that 
he must be honest and forthright with the committee 
during the investigation. 
Then, after the petitioner has been excused from the 
meeting with the committee, the Chairman should assign 
certain line of inquiry to be followed by each member of 
the committee. When this has been done, they should meet 
again to compare and correlate their findings, and finally 
should go as a body, or one member could be assigned, to 
visit the petitioner in his home. A petitioner with honest 
motivation and sincere desire to become a Mason should 
not be intimidated by such a visit. 
Then, the committee should meet again for a final 
conference and decision as to their report and 
recommendation to the Lodge. Thus, each member of the 
Investigating Committee has made his own investigation 
as instructed on Form 28. A good report should and must 

reflect the opinion and recommendation of each member 
of the Investigating Committee. 
How should we arrive at our recommendation to our 
Lodges? Well, we simply base our recommendation upon 
what our investigation shows to be in the best interests of a 
world-wide Fraternity of good men who desire to be better 
men. We do not base our recommendation on the 
possibility that our Fraternity might be able to reform a 
man of questionable character by the lessons of 
Freemasonry. We do not concentrate upon finding what is 
wrong  with a petitioner. 
Of course this is important, but it is equally important - if 
not more important - to find out what is right  about him. 
Here, then are some things about a petitioner upon which 
the members of the Investigating Committee should satisfy 
themselves. The suggestions which follow are not all-
inclusive, but provide a basis for thorough investigation of 
petitioners: 
FAMILY LIFE: If married, is he a good husband, father 
and provider? Is he kind, gentle and considerate with his 
wife? Does she support his desire to become a Mason? Do 
both of them understand that some “time away from 
home” will be a part of his Masonic endeavor? Does he 
guide his children by example? If divorced, does he 
provide for their education, share in and maintain interest 
in their activities? 
REPUTATION IN HOME NEIGHBORHOOD: What do 
his neighbors think of him? Part of the Investigator’s job 
should be to visit with his neighbors - tell him that you 
would like to know how he is regarded by his neighbors. 
There is really no reason to go into detail unless his 
neighbor happens to be a Mason. Ask his neighbors what 
kind of a neighbor he is. (You need to keep in mind that in 
today’s society, many neighbors never see each other, 
much less visit “across the fence” as in the old days.) Does 
he take pride in his home and property? Many petitioners 
live in apartments and/or townhouses, but: what does his 
residence look like? 
RECORD IN FORMER PLACE OF RESIDENCE: A  
good Investigator will not overlook information to be 
obtained by such inquiry. True, it will take some extra time 
and work, but is well worth the effort when it comes to a 
good, solid investigation. If he recently moved into your 
area from another city, call the Secretary of a Lodge in the 
town or city where he moved from, and ask for help - 
particularly in those instances where a petitioner has 
recently moved from a smaller community where people 
know people - what they do, and how they have been 
regarded as residents of the community. 
CREDIT RECORD / LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES: Although the credit record of a petitioner 
cannot be obtained without his written consent for the 
purpose of Masonic investigation into his character, you 
may obtain at the county courthouse in which he resides, 
or has resided, copies of any civil judgment that has been 
filed against him, including those that arise as a result of  
failure to pay indebtedness, and copies of any criminal 
conviction; you cannot obtain criminal background 
information from law enforcement officers, as it is 
illegal for them to provide it. Also, you may obtain from 
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the bankruptcy court that includes such county in its 
jurisdiction, a copy of any bankruptcy discharge. 
It is the Grand Master’s desire that the lodges know how to 
obtain such information from proper sources and the 
availability of such information while doing an 
investigation concerning a petitioner for Masonry. Our 
present form of “Petition for the Degrees” and the 
“Investigation Report Form” are woefully inadequate 
instruments by which desirable information may be 
gathered for benefit of the good name and reputation of 
our fraternity. 
Steps will be taken, and recommendations will be made to 
implement the ability of the investigating committee to 
gather such information about the petitioners - possibly on 
a subscription basis through a designated source - and to 
make such information available to all Texas lodges. 
CIVIC ACTIVITIES: Does he share in worthwhile 
community activities? Is he interested in the area of Public 
Education, in the School Board, in City and County 
government? Is he willing - if given the opportunity - to 
serve on Committees and Boards? Is he a registered voter? 
Does he participate in local, state-wide and national 
elections? Such information need not - indeed ...MUST 
NOT ... involve partisan discussions, but such matters can 
tell an Investigator a lot about a petitioner. Among other 
things, it might provide some insight as to whether he 
plans to be involved in Masonic activities, or if he plans to 
be satisfied to simply be a member. 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AND RELATED 
ACTIVITIES:  Does he belong to a church? While church 
membership isn’t required for Masonic membership, such 
information is useful to a serious investigator. In your 
opinion, is he genuinely “religious” or does his “religion” 
appear to be a per functionary thing? 
REPUTATION IN BUSINESS AND OCCUPATION: Is 
he self-employed? How do you perceive his competitors 
regard him? Is he ethical, or does he take advantage of 
others? If he works for others, what does his employer 
think of him? Does he give a full day’s work for a full 
day’s pay? What about his fellow-workers: do they hold 
him in high regard? 
ARMED FORCES RECORD: Many petitioners either 
have served, or are presently serving in the Armed Forces. 
If a petitioner has served in the Armed Forces, ask to see 
his discharge record. You might learn something by such 
request. All discharges are NOT “honorable.” On the other 
hand, if he HAS been honorably discharged from the 
Armed Forces, he should be very proud to share his record 
with you. 
REASON FOR PETITIONING: Such information is 
getting down to the nitty-gritty, and gives the investigator 
an opportunity to allow the petitioner his time to express 
himself. Does he want to be a Mason for “social, business 
or political reasons?” Does he want to be a Master Mason 
as a stepping stone to other “Rites?” Has his wife 
suggested that he petition to accommodate her desire to 
get into some organization predicating membership on her 
husband’s Masonic membership? Ask leading questions. 
Let the petitioner express himself. There are several 
reasons for a man to want to be a Mason. Perhaps the 

example set by a friend, family member - or simply 
following a family tradition. There is nothing quite so 
comprehensive as digging into motives! 
It is undeniable that our gentle fraternity has - in some 
instances - sown to the wind with indifferent, hurried and 
incomplete investigation of the character and qualifications 
of some who have knocked upon our doors for admission. 
The result of such carelessness and indifference on our part 
has been characterized by breaches of morality that have 
reflected unfavorably upon our gentle fraternity - 
traditionally composed of good moral men. 
A prominent utilities company has a slogan for its 
employees: “No job is so important, and no service so 
urgent, that we cannot take time to perform our job 
safely.”  Let’s paraphrase that slogan, and adopt the 
practice that: “No petitioner is so important, and no 
increase in numbers is so urgent, that we cannot take 
time to thoroughly investigate all who knock upon our 
doors.”  
And, Worshipful Masters, when you assign a Brother the 
task to investigate a petitioner, you might remind him that 
he not only has the responsibility of investigating for your 
Lodge, indeed his responsibility is to Freemasons 
throughout the entire world. His is an awesome 
responsibility to say the very least. It should be treated as 
such. 
 
Guard well the West Gate! Your reputation is at stake! 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note: This article is part of a series of 
excellent short educational papers that the current 
Grand Master of Texas, Brother Michael D. Nanny, has 
made available to Texas Masons and others on the 
Grand Lodge of Texas web page: 

 
http://www.grandlodgeoftexas.org/gm-educational-
programs.html 
 
Other topics include: “The Fellowcraft Pillars,” “The Four 
Cardinal Virtues,” “Texas Masonry and Public Education,” 
and “Freemasonry and the American Revolution.” This 
site is well worth a visit. 
 

 
 


