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January Meeting 
 

Anniversary Lodge of Research will meet at 7:00 PM 
on Sunday 6 January 2002 with the East Gate Club at Saint 
James Lodge No. 102, Hampton, NH. There is no supper 
and dress is casual. The objective of the business portion 
of the meeting is to vote on the revised by-laws. A copy of 
the proposed revision is included in this mailing for 
Anniversary Lodge members. 

The East Gate Club is a group of Masons, primarily but 
not exclusively from the Seacoast area, who meet the 
Sunday of every month with exception of July, August and 
September. They have a very brief business meeting, a 
collation and then some type of entertainment which 
usually lasts for about 30 minutes - a VCR tape, speaker or 
a live demonstration of some type. It is a good Masonic 
social gathering for the Brethren who are unable to attend 
their regular Lodge meetings for on reason or the other. 
 
Directions:  

The address of the Hampton Masonic Temple is 77 
Tide Mill Road and the telephone number there is 603-
926-9563. 
 From US Route 1, take the Hampton Expressway south 
towards the beach. At the first traffic light, turn left (north) 
onto Landing Road. Go approximately half a mile and take 
a sharp right onto Tide Mill Road. The Temple is located 
on the right near the end of the road approximately half a 
mile from the intersection. 
 

 
 
The Twenty-Four Carrot Collar 
 
 There were some inquiries from our out-of-state 
readers about the “Twenty-Four Carrot Collar” mentioned 
in the last issue. Our Most Worshipful Grand Master 
kindly sent the following in response. 
 
Dear Brother Furber: 
 

Years ago as a District Deputy Grand Lecturer I arrived 
at my 1st Visitation where the Lodge happened to have  
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Officers for 2001-2002 
 
Worshipful Master   Andrew F. Hirst 
Senior Warden    Bernard R. "Skins" Watkins 
Junior Warden    Gerald C. McHugh 
Treasurer      Leonard S. Sousa 
Secretary      L. Forbes Getchell 
Senior Deacon    Mark E. Furber 
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Chaplain      Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. 
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Contacts 
 
Worshipful Master Andrew F. Hirst 

      5 Wayside Drive 
Exeter, NH  03833-4821 

      home: 603-778-8874 
      e-mail: <afhirst@empire.net> 
 
Secretary:    L. Forbes Getchell 
      51 North Main Street 
      Newmarket, NH 03857-1216 
      home: 603-659-3652 
 
Editor:     Mark E. Furber 
      186 Aspetuck Ridge Road 
      New Milford, CT 06776-5614 
      home: 860-210-9674 
      e-mail: <mfurber@computer.org> 
 

This newsletter is published quarterly by Anniversary 
Lodge of Research No. 175, New Hampshire. 

This issue has been sent to all members of Anniversary 
Lodge and to the secretary and/or editor of a number of 
Masonic Research Bodies in the United States and abroad. 
If you know of anyone who should receive it, please let the 
editor know. Back issues are available from the editor. 

Unless otherwise indicated, other Masonic Bodies are 
welcome to reprint articles from this newsletter provided 
that the article is reprinted in full, the name of the author 
and the source of the article are indicated, and a copy of 
the publication containing the reprint is sent to the editor. 

Submissions to the newsletter are solicited and should 
be sent to the editor. Electronic submissions in an Office 
97-compatible format are encouraged if possible. 

Any opinion expressed in this newsletter is solely that 
of the author and not that of any Constituent Lodge or 
Grand Lodge. 
 

 
 

Calendar for 2001-2002 
 
Date and time: Sunday, August 19, 2001- 1:00 PM 
Place: Leonard Sousa's House 
           1198 Goffstown Road, Manchester, NH 
Event: Outdoor picnic - pot luck - bring food and utensils.  
Barbecue available for those who want to cook. 
 
Date and time: Monday, October 15, 2001 - 7:30 PM 
Place: Red Mountain Lodge No. 68, Center Sandwich, NH 
Event: Fraternal visit - No supper 
 
Date and time: Tuesday, October 23, 2001 – 7:30 PM 
Place: Concord, NH, Masonic Temple 
Event: Special Meeting 
 
Date and time: Sunday, January 6, 2002 - 7:00 PM 
Place: East Gate Club at Saint James Lodge No. 102, 
Hampton, NH 
Event: Fraternal visit - No supper 
 
Date and time: Monday, April 1, 2002 - 6:30 PM 
Place: Faithful Lodge No. 12, Charlestown, NH 
Event: Fraternal visit - pot luck supper. 
 
Date and time: Monday, July 8, 2002, time to be 
announced. 
Place: William Pitt Tavern, Portsmouth, NH 
Event: Annual Meeting 
 

 
 
Membership 
 

The by-laws of Anniversary Lodge establish two 
classes of members. Regular Members must also be 
members of a Constituent Lodge under the Grand Lodge of 
New Hampshire, while Associate Members are members 
of Constituent Lodges under jurisdictions in amity with the 
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. At the present time, late 
November 2001, the fee for affiliation is $5.00 and annual 
dues are $5.00. Petitions for affiliation are available from 
the Secretary or the Editor. Since it can take a number of 
months for Anniversary Lodge to meet and act on a 
petition, please contact the Editor when you petition, and 
he will place you on the newsletter mailing list at that time. 
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Research Lodge News 
 
New Brunswick 
Courtesy of Brother Stuart Macdonald, Secretary, William 
F. Bunting Lodge of Research, U.D., New Brunswick 
 

On November 21, 2001, the Grand Master of the 
Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted 
Masons of New Brunswick, M.W. Brother R. Wayne 
Hitchcock, signed a dispensation allowing for the 
establishment of the William F. Bunting Lodge of 
Research. This is the first time a lodge of this nature has 
been established in the Province of New Brunswick. 
Brother Bunting was the first Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of New Brunswick (1868 - 1881), served  as Grand 
Master in 1883 and wrote the first and, to date, the only 
authoritative book on the history of the Craft in New 
Brunswick in 1895. 
 
Australia and New Zealand 
Courtesy Harashim – The Quarterly Newsletter of the 
Australian & New Zealand Masonic Research Council, 
Issue 18, April 2001 
 
 The Australian and New Zealand Masonic Research 
Council has selected Brother David L. Gray for their 2002 
lecture tour. Brother Gray will travel to that part of the 
world to present talks on Prince Hall Masonry that will 
eventually form a book tentatively titled Inside Prince 
Hall. His topics will include the historical development of 
Prince Hall Freemasonry, the cultural and historical impact 
of the fraternity on the African-American community and 
a comparison of its structure and practices with those of 
“mainstream” jurisdictions. 

Brother Gray is a Past Master of Wilberforce Lodge 
No. 21 under the M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Ohio, 
founding secretary of the Dr Charles H Wesley Masonic 
Research Society and editor of its quarterly magazine, The 
Masonic Voice.  
 ANZMRC Lecturers have included Brothers Yasha 
Beresiner, P.M. of Quatuor Coronati Lodge in London, 
John Hamill, curator and librarian of the United Grand 
Lodge of England, and Wallace McLeod, the noted 
Masonic author from Canada. 
 

 
 
Membership and Age 
From the April 2001 Emessay (Masonic Service 
Association) Notes, reported in the October 2001 Southern 
California Research Lodge newsletter 
 
 The Grand Lodge of Wisconsin commissioned a survey 
of Wisconsin Masons, using a focus group format and a 
professional market research firm. One of the research 
firm’s more interesting recommendations is: 
 

A special program dedicated to recruiting older adults 
may be in the best interest of Masonry. The national 
demographic picture points to an ever-increasing 
number of citizens in the older age group categories. 
For example, by 2040, according to the best available 
data, the percentage of Americans over 65 will rise 
from 13% to almost 21%. Combine this with earlier 
and earlier retirement and you may have a particularly 
attractive pool of recruitment targets. 

 
This appears to be the first time that the MSA has been 
made aware of this potential pool of members.  
 

 
 
Message From the East 
 

Our visit to Red Mountain Lodge No. 68 on October 
15th was very informative. R.W. Brother James Brown did 
a short history of the Lodge and I for one enjoyed it very 
much. Thank you Brother Brown. 

Brethren, our next meeting will be January 6, 2002 
with the East Gate Club at Saint James Lodge No. 102, 77 
Tide Mill Road, Hampton, NH. We will be voting on the 
proposed amendments to the By-Laws of Anniversary 
Lodge. Your attendance would be appreciated. 

My wife Dorothy and I wish everyone a Happy and 
Safe Holiday. To quote the M.W.G.M. "TEAM: Together 
Everyone Accomplishes More.” 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Andrew F. Hirst, W.M. 
 

 
 
News of Anniversary Lodge Members 
 
 At the October meeting, Brother Richard Hodgdon, of 
St. John’s Lodge No. 1, Portsmouth, was elected to 
membership. 

Brother Robert M Schreier, who joined Anniversary 
Lodge in July, is serving as Worshipful Master of Saint 
James Lodge No. 102, Hampton in 2001. 
 The following Brethren of Anniversary Lodge are 
serving the York Rite in New Hampshire as Grand 
Officers in 2001-2002. 
 
Grand Chapter of New Hampshire 
 
R.Ex. Grand Scribe     Dennis A. Sheridan 
Ex. Grand Principal Sojourner  James E. Ryan 
Ex. Grand Master of 3rdVeil  Raymond C. Brown 
Ex. Grand Master of 1st Veil  Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. 
Ex. Grand Sentinel     William F. Curtis 
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Grand Council of New Hampshire 
 
Most Illustrious Grand Master  Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. 
Ill. Dep. Grand Lecturer    Dennis A. Sheridan 
Ill. Dep. Grand Lecturer    William F. Curtis 
Ill. Dep. Grand Lecturer    Raymond C. Brown 
Ill. Grand Organist     Rodney A. Robinson 
 
Grand Commandery of New Hampshire 
 
V.E. Dep. Grand Commander  Thomas X. Tsirimokos 
Em Grand Senior Warden   William F. Curtis 
Em. Grand Warder     Dennis A. Sheridan 
Em. Grand Organist     Rodney A. Robinson 
 

 
 
October Meetings 
Brother L. Forbes Getchell, Past Master and Secretary, 
Anniversary Lodge of Research 
 

Anniversary Lodge of Research No. 175 recently had 
two meetings. The first on Thursday, 15 October 2001 saw 
four members traveling from the Seacoast area to visit Red 
Mountain Lodge No. 63 in Center Sandwich for a pleasant 
visit with the members of that Lodge. We were greeted by 
W.M. Beirroros of Red Mountain Lodge after which R.W. 
Brother James W. Brown gave us a fine verbal history of 
Red Mountain Lodge, which will appear in a future issue 
of this newsletter. R.W. Brother Brown is a member of 
Anniversary Lodge of Research. 

The second meeting was held at the Concord Lodge 
Tuesday ,23 October 2001 for the purpose of revising our 
By-Laws. The proposed changes will be brought to the 
members' attention in due time. The principal change that 
should interest the membership is the proposed increase in 
fees from $5.00 to $10.00. This increase will help publish 
our quarterly newsletter. It is also hoped that we can 
publish papers in the future. 
 

 
 
From The Editor 
 

Our last issue contained a paper from Brother Stuart 
Macdonald of New Brunswick on the care of Masonic 
archives. Brother Macdonald and I have been contacted by 
Brother Nelson King, President and Editor of The 
Philalethes Society, who asked permission to publish that 
paper in a future issue of the philalethes magazine. Brother 
Macdonald deserves our congratulations for the quality of 
his paper. 

The revised by-laws are included in the copies that will 
be mailed to members of the Lodge. To save on printing 
and postage, I did not include them in the copies sent to 
other research lodges, Masonic libraries and so on. This 
revision of the by-laws was accomplished by Brother Ed 

Lewis, with the assistance of Brothers Al Burgess, Arnold 
Rocklin and Andy Hirst. To summarize the changes: 

 
�� Increase dues from $5 to $10 to ensure financial 

stability for our revitalized publications program. 
�� Add Stewards to list of officers. 
�� Eliminate material that is outdated or that is 

covered in Grand Lodge rules and regulations, so 
there is no conflict between the Lodge by-laws and 
the Grand Lodge material. 

 
The next issue will be out in late January or early 

February, and will be a larger issue containing two papers: 
one on the history of Red Mountain Lodge No. 63 by 
Brother James W. Brown, and other on Masonic music in 
England by Brother Martin Roche, Milton Lodge No. 1144 
and Internet Lodge No. 9659, England. 

As always, the newsletter is a work in progress, and I 
hope it will improve and grow with time. Please send me 
your comments, suggestions, and criticisms, and especially 
your papers. This newsletter depends on your input and 
assistance. And as always, a thank you to my wife Mary 
for her assistance with the production of the newsletter. 
 Finally, let me leave you with a thought for the Holiday 
Season, overheard on the Internet: 
 

Masonry tells us that there are three ages of man; 
youth, manhood and age. In youth he believes in Santa 
Claus, in manhood he is Santa Claus and in age he 
looks like Santa Claus. 

 
        Sincerely and fraternally, 
 
        Mark E. Furber 
 

 
Book and Magazines 

 
The Pattern Set For 
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Us: A History of the 
Concordant and Related 
Bodies of Freemasonry 
Past and Present on 
Prince Edward Island is a 
two volume history of 
Masonry on Prince 
Edward Island, written by 
Brother George Doughart, 
Grand Historian, and 
published to mark the 
occasion of the 125th 
Anniversary of the Grand 

Lodge of Prince Edward Island (1875-2000). The books 
are nicely produced large paperbacks. The first volume 
contains an overview of the Grand Lodge and then short 
historical sketches of each Blue Lodge on the island, while 
the second volume contains similar information for the 
York Rite and Scottish Rite bodies, Eastern Star chapters 
and Shrine. The book is well done, informative and may 



well be of interest to New England Masons, many of 
whom have connections to the Maritimes. 
 Copies may still be available from 
 

The Grand Lodge of Prince Edward Island 
P. O. Box 337 
Charlottetown, PE  C1A 7K7, Canada 

 
or via their web site 
 
<http://www.mastermason.com/pei/> 
 
for approximately $26 US. Your editor can provide further 
information if needed. 
 

 
 
 The Masonic Voice is 
a new (first issue in early 
2001) magazine published 
by the Dr. Charles H. 
Wesley Masonic Research 
Society and edited by 
Brother David Gray of 
Ohio. The Society is an 
international Masonic 
research society that seeks 
“to educate Prince Hall 
Freemasons about Prince 
Hall and Universal 
Freemasonry and to 
educate Universal 

Freemasonry about Prince Hall Freemasonry,” with some 
emphasis on Prince Hall Freemasonry in Ohio. 
 The magazine is published quarterly in February, May, 
September and November. It is approximately 20 pages in 
length, printed in black and white, and easy to read. 
Although there is an understandable focus on Ohio Prince 
Hall Masonry, the variety of articles and authors make it 
required reading for the Mason who wishes to be well 
informed. 
 Recent articles have covered facts and misconceptions 
about the historical Prince Hall, the origins of the fez, 
essays on personal views and experiences with Masonic 
philosophy, Albert Mackey’s list of landmarks, 
sectarianism in Masonic prayer, and short news items from 
around the world. Particularly interesting features are the 
short stories set in the fictional and somewhat 
dysfunctional “Social Lodge No. 73.” These can be read 
either as entertainment or as interesting reflections on the 
state of the Craft. 
 Subscriptions are open to anyone or any organization at 
the rate of $22.00 per year and can be had by writing to  
 

David L. Gray, Secretary/Editor 
P.O. Box 462 
Wilberforce, OH, 45384-0462 

 

and further information is available from the Society’s web 
page at <http://www.phaohio.org/chwmrs/> 
 

 
 
The Old Tyler 
From The Craftsman, 1875, courtesy of Brother George 
Helmer, P.M. Norwood Lodge No. 90, Alberta 
 

At the outer door, well-armed, he long hath stood, 
The faithful sentinel of mystic hours, 
None pass or repass, but the favored few - 
So truly hath he kept the outer gate. 
When winds have swept the skies in fearful gale, 
When Winter's cold congealed the nightly air, 
When Summer's heat poured down its burning rays - 
He still for duty cared, and held his trust 
Like one commissioned by the higher powers. 
His jurisdiction ne'er was intervened - 
So conscientious was he - that none should 
Pass the sacred threshold which he guarded 
With such Masonic care. 

 
We have met this good old Tyler - often met him - and 

often stopped at big outer gate to have a passing word. He 
is now gray in years, and his form is bent with the 
weakness of age. Long years ago he first saw the light of 
the Temple in a distant state. Then the craft was a small 
band in Israel, and the obscurity of the Order made it seem 
little and insignificant in the eyes of the world. 

To join the fraternity then was largely a venture in the 
dark compared with the present day, for the simplicity of 
its ancient prestige held the institution in modest reserve, 
while the crowds held themselves aloof from it, because it 
was far from being popular. The Churches even looked 
upon it with suspicions and jealousy as a semi-infidel 
association, and in most instances protested against their 
ministers and members joining it; and in many parts of the 
country it was no easy matter for outsiders to find out who 
were Masons, for there was then no display of jewelry 
such as we have in these days. Even the fact of being a 
Mason was ordinarily concealed from the world. It was 
none of their business. It never is any of their concern; and, 
therefore, as all know, it is not necessary to carry an 
emblem of any sort to convince any Master Mason that we 
are one. There used to be, and there is yet, a sort of private 
way forgiving this information, which, after all, is much to 
be preferred to any other. 

This much of Masonry the old Tyler could teach us, as 
he had had long years of experience, and though most of 
the time he was outside of the Lodge-room, he had by 
critical attention, gathered more knowledge of the history 
of the Lodge, and of the character and standing of the 
members, than perhaps any other officer in it. Many a long 
yarn has he told us while we smoked our cigar at his stove. 

"Brother Tyler," we asked him, one night, "did you 
ever have any one come up here who was not a Mason, 
who wanted admission to the Lodge-room." 
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"Why, yes," said he with a laugh, "I once had a woman 
to knock at the door, and I opened it, and asked her to walk 
in and take a seat, which she did, for she knew me as I had 
once done some painting for her." 

"Mr. Tyler," said she, "I'm in hunt of my husband, and 
he told me he was coming to the Lodge to-night, but to tell 
you the truth, I am very much afraid he has gone 
somewhere else." 

"Your husband, madam," said I, "is sitting in the 
Lodge-room; he is our Senior Warden." 

"Was he here last Saturday night?" she asked. 
"He was," I responded. 
"Was he here two weeks before that?" she enquired. 
"Yes, Madam, he was," I said. 
"Well, I guess I'm a fool," she said, with rather a 

serious laugh. 
"Why, what's the matter, Madam?" I asked. 
"Why, to tell you the truth," she answered, "I've been 

jealous of my husband, and I didn't believe he was 
attending the Lodge. I thought he was going somewhere 
else." 

"He never misses a Lodge-meeting, Madam," I replied. 
"Will you let me look into that room ?" she asked. 
"Why, Madam," said I, "I could not, without the 

permission of the Worshipful Master." 
 "Ask him," said she, "for I feel that my happiness 
depends on seeing in that room." 

Knowing they were about to close, I rapped at the door 
and informed the Junior that Mrs. ____ was in the outer-
court and wished to took in that room. The door was 
closed, and the Lodge in due form adjourned; when I was 
informed that I could conduct Mrs. ____ into the room and 
introduce her to each one of the leading officers of the 
Lodge. I understood the joke at once, and I said to her, 
"Madam, I have been Tyler of this Lodge for many years, 
and I believe I have never seen a woman in that room 
when the Lodge was in session, but the Worshipful Master, 
on this occasion, in view of your high character and the 
fact that your husband is the Senior Warden of this Lodge, 
has given me permission to conduct you to the sanctum 
sanctorum and to introduce you to each one of our 
principal officers. Are you willing to proceed?" I asked 
her. 

"I am," said she, with a great deal of firmness. 
I then offered her my arm, which she took, and I 

rapped at the door, which was opened. I saw all the 
officers were in their places; minus their aprons and 
jewels, and I led her first to the sacred altar, and I said to 
her, "here is where we say our prayers, Madam, and that 
Holy Bible contains every moral principle of Masonry." I 
then led her to the East and introduced her to the 
Worshipful Master; then I led her to the Junior Warden 
and introduced her as the wife of our Senior Warden, after 
which I led her to the West, where I said: "This gentlemen, 
Madam, you know; he is our Senior Warden, and we 
esteem him as one of the very best members of this Lodge. 
We claim him as our brother, but you claim him by a still 
higher and stronger tie, and therefore I cheerfully surrender 
you into his hands." The Senior Warden took her by the 
hand kindly and affectionately, and kissed her before us 

all. The whole Lodge then came up and shook hands with 
the good lady, and I reckon, Sir, you never saw a much 
better pleased woman than she was. She never gave her 
husband any more trouble on Masonry. 
 

 
 

The Mason’s Duty 
By W. Skewing, Robert Burns' Lodge, published in The 
Freemasons' Quarterly Review (1843) and courtesy of 
Brother George Helmer, P.M., Norwood Lodge No. 90, 
Alberta 
 
To stretch the liberal hand 
And pour the stream of gladness, 
O'er Misery's withered strand, 
To cheer the hearth of sadness: 
To dry the orphan's tear, 
And soothe the heart nigh broken; 
Breathing in Affliction’s ear, 
Kind words, in kindness spoken. 
         This is the Mason's part, 
         A Mason's bounden duty; 
         This rears the Mason's heart, 
         In Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. 
 
To practice Virtue's laws, 
With fervency, and freedom; 
And in her noble cause, 
Advance, where'er she lead `em: 
To curb the headlong course, 
Of Passion's fiery pinion; 
And bend its stubborn force, 
To Reason's mild dominion. 
         This is the Mason's part, &c. 
 
To shield a Brother's fame 
 From Envy and Detraction; 
And prove that Truth`s our aim, 
In spirit, life, and action 
To trust in God, through all 
The danger and temptation, 
Which to his lot may fall, 
In trial, and probation. 
         This is the Mason's part, &c. 
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