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Annual Meeting at William Pitt Tavern 
7 July 2001 
 

The Annual Meeting and Installation of Anniversary 
Lodge of Research No. 125 will be held on Saturday, 7 
July 2001 at 7:00 PM at the William Pitt Tavern in 
Strawbery Banke. The installation of the new officers is 
Semi-Public so bring your Lady. Dress for officers and 
installing suite: coat and tie. 

Prior to the meeting we will meet at the Far East 
Restaurant at 2466 Lafayette Road (Route 1), Portsmouth, 
NH at 4:30 PM for supper. Separate checks will be given 
to each party. Brethren and Ladies who will be having 
dinner prior to the meeting should let the Junior Warden, 
Andy Hirst, know by 4 July so he can adjust the 
reservations. He can be reached at 603-778-8874 or e-mail  
<afhirst@empire.net>. 

Directions to the restaurant: From the Portsmouth 
Traffic Circle, take Route 1 south for approximately 2 
miles (go past Yokens), and the Far East Restaurant is on 
your right, near Wal-Mart. 
 

 
 
Masons’ Day At Strawbery Banke 
Information courtesy of Brother Mark A. Weir, Rising Star 
Lodge No. 47, Newmarket, NH, and Scottish Rite Valley 
of Portsmouth-Dover, NH 
 

For Anniversary Lodge members and others who can 
spend the day of our Annual Meeting in Portsmouth, the 
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire and the Scottish Rite 
Valley of Portsmouth-Dover will sponsor the annual 
Masons’ Day at Strawbery Banke Museum. Admission to 
the museum is free for a Mason and his family upon 
presentation of his dues card. Lunch will be provided – 
hamburgers, hotdogs, potato chips, drinks – under a tent 
for shade. Reservations are not required, since the past few 
years have shown that there is usually enough food to feed 
all of the Masonic visitors and the other visitors to the 
Museum as well, but you may contact the Editor for more 
information. 
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Anniversary Lodge of Research No. 175 
F. & A. M. 

Officers for 2000-2001 
 
Worshipful Master:   Wm. Lee Fisher 
Senior Warden:    Bernard R. Watkins 
Junior Warden:    Andrew F. Hirst 
Treasurer:      Leonard S. Sousa 
Secretary:      L. Forbes Getchell 
Senior Deacon:    Gerald C. McHugh, Sr. 
Junior Deacon:    Mark E. Furber 
Senior Steward:    Richard H. Dewing 
Junior Steward:    Edward N. Lewis 
Chaplain:      Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. 
Marshall:      David W. Scott 
Tyler:       Paul Ladd 
 
Contacts 
 
Worshipful Master Wm. Lee Fisher 
      21 West Concord Street 
      Dover, NH 03820-3636 
      home: 603-742-2303 
      e-mail: <leedotfisher@ttlc.net> 
 
Secretary:    L. Forbes Getchell 
      51 North Main Street 
      Newmarket, NH 03857-1216 
      home: 603-659-3652 
 
Editor:     Mark E. Furber 
      186 Aspetuck Ridge Road 
      New Milford, CT 06776-5614 
      home: 860-210-9674 
      e-mail: <mfurber@computer.org> 
 

This newsletter is published quarterly by Anniversary 
Lodge of Research No. 175, New Hampshire. 

This issue has been sent to all members of Anniversary 
Lodge and to the secretary and/or editor of a number of 
Masonic Research Bodies in the United States and abroad. 
If you know of anyone who should receive it, please let the 
editor know. Back issues are available from the editor. 

Other Masonic Bodies are welcome to reprint articles 
from this newsletter provided that the article is reprinted in 
full, the name of the author and the source of the article are 
indicated, and a copy of the publication containing the 
reprint is sent to the editor. 

Submissions to the newsletter are solicited and should 
be sent to the editor. Electronic submissions in an Office 
97-compatible format are encouraged if possible. 

Any opinion expressed in this newsletter is solely that 
of the author and not that of any Constituent Lodge or 
Grand Lodge. 
 

 
 
 

From the East 
 
 I can only trust that everyone made it through the 
Winter, enjoyed our week of Summer last month, and now 
is looking forwarded to a long comfortable Fall.  With the 
crazy weather we have had recently, we can only hope for 
warm dry weather for a couple of months. 
 Our last meeting was at Horace Chase Lodge No. 72 in 
Penacook, and we had a very pleasant evening.  The Lodge 
has done an excellent job renovating their building, 
including the new kitchen addition that was dug out of the 
side of the hill behind the building. Our numbers were a 
little low that evening, which I can only contribute to 
Murphy’s Law: when two or three important events 
happen within a three month period, they all happen on the 
same night! 
 Our next meeting will be the Annual Communication 
and Installation of officers on Saturday, July 8, 2001, at the 
William Pitt Tavern. We will meet at the Far East Chinese 
restaurant for dinner at 4:30 p.m., then open Lodge at the 
Tavern. This is the same restaurant we went to last year, 
and they have a wonderful buffet line. 
 As I get ready to pass the gravel to the incoming 
Worshipful Master, I would like to thank everyone for 
their support and assistance during the past year.  A special 
“Thank You” to Brother Gerald C. McHugh for his hard 
work on the Ladies at the Table last February, and to 
Brother Mark Furber as editor of our Newsletter.  Both of 
these Brothers deserve a round of applause for their hard 
work and effort on behalf of the Lodge. 
 Thank you for the privilege of serving as your 
Worshipful Master during the past year. 
 

     Fraternally, 
 
      Wm. Lee Fisher, Worshipful Master 
 

 
 
Membership 
 

The by-laws of Anniversary Lodge establish two 
classes of members. Regular Members must also be 
members of a Constituent Lodge under the Grand Lodge of 
New Hampshire, while Associate Members are members 
of Constituent Lodges under jurisdictions in amity with the 
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. At the present time, the 
fee for affiliation is $5.00 and annual dues are $3.00. 
Petitions for affiliation are available from the Secretary or 
the Editor. 

Since it can take a number of months for Anniversary 
Lodge to meet and act on a petition, please contact the 
Editor when you petition, and he will place you on the 
newsletter mailing list at that time. 
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Tentative Calendar for 2001-2002 
 
Date and time: Sunday, August 19, 2001- 1:00 PM 
Place: Leonard Sousa's House 
           1198 Goffstown Road, Manchester, NH 
Event: Outdoor picnic - pot luck - bring food and utensils.  
Barbecue available for those who want to cook. 
 
Date and time: Monday, October 15, 2001 - 7:30 PM 
Place: Red Mountain Lodge No. 68, Center Sandwich, NH 
Event: Fraternal visit - No supper 
 
Date and time: Sunday, January 6, 2002 - 7:00 PM 
Place: East Gate Club at Saint James Lodge No. 102, 
Hampton, NH 
Event: Fraternal visit - No supper 
  
Date and time: Monday, April 1, 2002 - 6:30 PM 
Place: Faithful Lodge No. 12, Charlestown, NH 
Event: Fraternal visit - pot luck supper. 
 
Date and time: Monday, July 8, 2002, time to be 
announced. 
Place: William Pitt Tavern, Portsmouth, NH 
Event: Annual Meeting 
 

 
 
New Hampshire Medal of Honor Recipients 
 

The Masonic Service Association publishes several 
lists of Masons in various walks of life and with various 
achievements (Congressmen, astronauts, etc.). The list of 
Masons who have been awarded the Medal of Honor, our 
Nation’s highest award for valor in action against an 
enemy force, shows two men from New Hampshire: 
Richard Napoleon Batchelder and Henry Walker Rowe. 
Both were members of Lafayette Lodge No. 41 in 
Manchester and fought in the Civil War. 

The United States Army Center of Military History 
web site at <http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/moh1.htm> 
provides the citations and some basic information for all 
Army Medal of Honor recipients and tells us: 

 
ROWE, HENRY W. 
 
Rank and organization: Private, Company I, 11th New 
Hampshire Infantry. 
 
Place and date: At Petersburg, Virginia, 17 June 1864. 
 
Entered service at: Candia, N.H. 
 
Born: April 1840, Candia, N.H. 
 
Date of issue: 1 December 1864. 
 
Citation: With 2 companions, he rushed and disarmed 
27 enemy pickets, capturing a stand of flags. 

BATCHELDER, RICHARD N.  
 
Rank and organization: Lieutenant Colonel and Chief 
Quartermaster, 2d Corps. 
 
Place and date: Between Catlett and Fairfax Stations, 
Virginia, 13-15 October 1863.  
 
Entered service at: Manchester, N.H. 
 
Born: 27 July 1832, Meredith, N.H. 
 
Date of issue: 20 May 1895. 
 
Citation: Being ordered to move his trains by a 
continuous day-and-night march, and without the usual 
military escort, armed his teamsters and personally 
commanded them, successfully fighting against heavy 
odds and bringing his trains through without the loss of 
a wagon. 
 
Three Centuries of Freemasonry in New Hampshire, 

by the late Brother Gerald Foss (Concord, NH, 1972) does 
not list Brother Rowe. For Brother Batchelder, it provides 
some additional information in the appendix on famous 
New Hampshire Masons (pg. 388-389): 

 
Raised in Lafayette Lodge No. 41 on 22 July 1857. 
 
Principal occupation: railroad construction. Also Tax 
Collector for City of Manchester. 
 
Served two terms in New Hampshire Legislature. 
 
Entered Civil War with First New Hampshire 
Regiment. Promoted to Brigadier General in 1865. 
Entered Regular Army after Civil War and became 
Quartermaster General in 1890. 
 
Died 4 Jan 1901 and buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 
 

Would any member of this Lodge be interested in 
investigating their lives in more detail and providing an 
article for the newsletter? 
 

 
 
Texas Lodge of Research News 
 
Texas Lodge of Research has selected Brother Robert L. 
D. Cooper, Curator of the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
Museum and Library, as the 2001 Anson Jones Lecturer. 
He delivered his lecture, on the Free Gardeners, on 16 June 
2001 in Austin, TX. 
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Winding Back the Clock 
Brother Richard T. James, Bedford, Nova Scotia 
 

When a mason heads to lodge today he meets several 
obstacles. Physical obstacles such as fighting the “rush 
hour” traffic. Logistics obstacles like juggling the 
requirements of his job and his domestic and family 
responsibilities to mesh with his attendance at lodge. 
Anxiety obstacles like trying to clear his mind of all other 
concerns so that he can enjoy his lodge meeting once he 
arrives. 

When our harried brother finally arrives at lodge, he 
says hello to everyone he encounters, sits down and 
wonders why he's attending a meeting where he really 
doesn't know many of those present except for the fact that 
all are Masons. He's probably never spent any private time 
with more than one or two members of the lodge — they 
all live too far away from one another or are too busy to 
socialize with any sense of frequency! 

Now imagine that we were to wind back the clock – 
say to around the latter part of the nineteenth century. 
Picture a brother being picked up for lodge by another 
brother. As they ride the horse-drawn wagon the 15 miles 
to lodge they may pick up a couple of more brethren along 
the way and together they will go over parts of the ritual 
for that evening. Maybe they'll discuss the meaning of a 
line or two of the work. 
 In those days, brethren lived in very close 
communities. Everyone knew each other and helped each 
other. In the United States, the majority of brethren were 
veterans who had cowered together under fire while a civil 
war had raged for five perilous years. They knew the price 
of brotherhood and fraternity. Their masonry was an 
extension of that experience. Their lives may very well 
have depended upon it. Today, many would suggest that 
the “golden remnants” of our bygone days of Masonic 
lodges are fast leaving us. Our cities have grown to 
monstrous size. We hardly even know our next door 
neighbours, never mind our lodge brothers. 
 Back then, men turned to their tattered books at night 
by candle or coal oil lamp. Preachers, ministers, and 
lecturers gave them pause for thought. They had time to 
think. They prized and elevated thinking. Men pondered 
what “Masonic light” really meant. And they could 
provide thoughtful responses beyond just lines from a 
ritual book or cipher. Men do not think publicly today. 
How many produce new thoughts as opposed to standing 
up and reacting? How many stand to discuss “light”? How 
many stand to discuss "inner light"? How many can 
explain what Freemasonry is without reverting to 
timeworn and repetitious cliches? 
 This was a much more spiritual time. People were 
religious. Masonry had a strong feeling to it. It brought 
together the “best of the best” in its teachings. There were 
powerful Masonic writers and thinkers. Brethren received 
Masonic publications in the mail from such far away 
places as New York City or Chicago. The lights were 
indeed turned on. 

Today we want fast food. Freemasonry isn't fast food. 
It is a meal to be enjoyed — each and every flavourful 
morsel. When was the last time we had books such as 
those of Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson to prod us 
along? Or the writings of brethren such as Albert Pike, 
Carl Claudy or Albert Mackey? 
 Freemasonry did prod many. Today we do not think, 
we react. We try to get as much done as possible and be 
unscathed from this or that element which we perceive to 
be working against us. We hurriedly eat our lunches at our 
desks. That is not a meal. When was the last time we 
stopped to savour a cup of coffee, smell a rose, or look into 
the eyes of our children, our wives or our pets? 

Masonry doesn't need to change. Perhaps we need to. A 
variation in how we perform ritual or teach a lecture isn't 
going to solve the problem. 

Education is a lifetime thing. It is complete when we 
go to our final sleep. The same is true for Freemasonry. It 
is only completed when we wrap the drapery of our couch 
about us and lie down to pleasant dreams. If we do not stop 
to see, feel, experience, and sense life then we have missed 
it. The same is true for Freemasonry. We can't recite the 
ritual in many instances because we don't understand what 
it means. Therefore we can't retain the lines. 

We've lost the ability to respect our elders — those 
who can teach us what it means and put it into perspective. 
Who's driving the wagon down the road to pick up the 
elders for the meeting? 

If we grab candidates off the street, that's what we will 
have — people filling up a room. Whereas if we take time 
to sit down, hear our own breathing, talk with our elders 
and ask them question after question after question (thus 
making them bring back Freemasonry into their own 
minds) then we might gain it all back again. Our fast and 
harried life has closeted us from the elder Masons who 
could potentially contribute so much. 

Life is a learning curve. There’s more to it than just 
what we have memorized. 

What do you feel? Can you communicate that feeling? 
If not, then we do indeed have our work cut out for us. 
 

 
 

May Meeting at Horace Chase Lodge 
Brother Edward Lewis, Marshal of Horace Chase Lodge 
and Junior Steward of Anniversary Lodge 
 

Anniversary Lodge made its official visit to Horace 
Chase Lodge No. 72 in Penacook, New Hampshire, on 
May 17. We attended their stated meeting. For those who 
were not regular attendees, the meeting had an interesting 
twist as the Master called the lodge from labor to 
refreshment shortly after the opening. What was going on? 
Do these people eat in the middle of a meeting? It seems 
that Horace Chase recessed to hold a meeting of their 
Masonic Association to deal with some maintenance issues 
to the property during the summer. After that, the meeting 
resumed for the evening program and an inspiring talk was 
given by District Education Officer Herbert C. Carpenter, 
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IV, on "Investing in Masonry". The meeting was well 
attended with the side lines in both the south and north 
mostly full. After both Lodges closed, we adjourned to the 
dining room for a pizza party complete with all the 
trimmings. One always leaves Horace Chase full of good 
feelings of friendship and well fed. 
 

 
 
News of Anniversary Lodge Members 
 

Our Junior Warden, Brother Andy Hirst, has been 
elected Worshipful Master of Major General William 
Whipple Military Lodge. For our non-New Hampshire 
readers, Whipple Lodge is a special-purpose Lodge 
composed of Masons who are Revolutionary War re-
enactors and presents a number of programs and plays, 
some in tiled Lodges and some for the public, on the Craft 
and the Revolutionary period. 

Brother Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. was installed as the 
Most Illustrious Grand Master of Cryptic Masons in New 
Hampshire at the Grand Council Session in May. 
 The following members of Anniversary Lodge are 
serving the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire during the 
May 2001 – May 2002 term. 
 
M.W. Grand Master     Jeremy J. Sawyer 
R.W. Senior Grand Warden   Albert P. Burgess 
R.W. Junior Grand Warden   David J. Lamprey, Sr. 
R.W. Grand Secretary    John C. Marden 
W. Secretary to the G.M.   Donald M. Summer 
R.W. Grand Historian    Harold E. Fernald, Jr. 
W. Grand Marshal     Andrew F. Hirst 
W. Grand Sword Bearer    Bernard R. Watkins 
W. Grand Pursuivant     William E. Higton 
W. Grand Tyler      Elmer C. Boutwell 
 
R.W. D.D.G.M., 7th District   Gerry S. Pillsbury 
R.W. D.D.G.L., 1st District   John F. Gordon 
D.E.O., 4th District     Gerald C. McHugh, Sr. 
 
 Your Editor has been appointed Local Secretary for 
Connecticut and Rhode Island for the Quatuor Coronati 
Correspondence Circle. More on QCCC will appear in the 
next issue. 

 
 
From The Editor 
 

This is the third issue of our newsletter. As before, it is 
a work in progress, and I hope it will improve and grow 
with time. Please send me your comments, suggestions, 
and criticisms. This newsletter depends on your input and 
assistance. Especially your input. 

The next issue will be out in late August or early 
September and will contain our incoming Master’s 
comments and plan for the year. 

The award for most creative use of the first issue of 
newsletter goes to Brother Chuck Blatchley, Worshipful 
Master of Pittsburg Lodge No. 187, Pittsburg, Kansas. 
Chuck is an e-mail correspondent of mine, and was a 
member of Anniversary Lodge when he lived in New 
Hampshire. His Lodge completed and dedicated a new 
lodge building in 1998 and put a time capsule in the 
ground for the year 2000, for opening in 2100. Most of the 
material is from Kansas, but he tells me, “I added a couple 
of things from New Hampshire just to confuse them 
thoroughly. This newsletter may tip them over the edge.” 

A future project of mine, provided the Lodge has no 
objection, is to set up a web page for Anniversary Lodge. 
This can be accomplished at no cost to the Lodge using 
space available on the www.furber.com web site. We may 
be able to make the newsletter available in electronic 
(probably PDF) form there as well. 

As always, thanks to my wife Mary for her assistance 
with the production of the newsletter. 
 
        Sincerely and fraternally, 
 
 
        Mark E. Furber 
 

 
 
The Duke of Sussex on Masonry 
 

Masonry is one of the most sublime and perfect 
institutions that ever was formed for the advancement of 
happiness and general good of mankind; creating, in all its 
varieties, universal benevolence and brotherly love. It 
holds out allurements so captivating as to inspire the 
Brotherhood with emulation to deeds of glory, such as 
must command, throughout the world, veneration and 
applause, and such as must entitle those who perform them 
to dignity and respect. It teaches us those useful, wise and 
instructive doctrines upon which alone true happiness is 
founded; and at the same time affords those easy paths by 
which we attain the rewards of virtue; it teaches us the 
duties which we owe to our neighbour, never to injure him 
in any one situation, but to conduct ourselves with justice 
and impartiality; it bids us not to divulge the mystery to the 
public, and it orders us to be true to our trust, and above all 
meanness and dissimulation, and in all our vocations to 
perform religiously that which we ought to do 
-- Duke Of Sussex, M. W. Grand Master, United Grand 
Lodge of England, 1813-1843. 
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Past Masters of Anniversary Lodge 
(Corrected List) 
 
1964 Herbert E. Kimball 
1965 Herbert E. Kimball 
1966 Carl A. Buswell 
1967 Josiah Gordon 
1968 Herbert E. Kimball 
1969 Gordon A. Cheney 
1970 Gordon A. Cheney 
1971 Conrad S. Ekdahl 
1972 Stanley A. Johnson 
1973 Ellis W. Howard 
1974 Robert H. Danelson 
1975 Milan H. McGrath 
1976 Lester B. Tobey 
1977 Lynn J. Sanderson 
1978 Harold E. Fernald 
1979 Leonard D. Rowell 
1980 F. Robert Vase 
1981 Paul J. Haldeman 
1982 Philip N. Rugg 
1983 Richard R. Schanda 
1984 William B. Holmberg 
1985 John E. Alexander 
1986 William E. Higton 
1987 A. Richard Marple 
1988 Leonard S. Sousa 
1989 Leonard S. Sousa 
1990 Philip Brady, Jr. 
1991 Philip W. Healey 
1992 Philip W. Healey 
1993 Jonathan D. Shor 
1994 Thomas X. Tsirimakos 
1995 James T. Benoit 
1996 Sterson E. Hunt 
1997 Michael S. Munroe 
1998 David W. Scott 
1999 Paul Ladd 
2000 Wm. Lee Fisher 
 

Note: The Annual Meeting and Installation of 
Anniversary Lodge is on or near 8 July, so a Master 
serves a term beginning in July. The year of 
installation is given. 

 

 
 
The Maine Lodge of Research 
 
 Our neighbors in Maine have just published their 
transactions for 1999-2000 (volume XXI). This is a 
softcover book, 74 pages in length, attractive in 
appearance and easy to read, that is mailed to all members 
of the Lodge. It contains summaries of the meetings for the 
period, lists of Fellows, new members, deceased members, 
and similar information, and several papers delivered to 
the Lodge during 1999-2000. It is an example of what an 

active research lodge, even in a small state, can 
accomplish. Its contents are: 
 
�� The 1999 Maine Lodge of Research Lessing Lecture, 

“We All Need To Do Something About Justice,” 
Brother Daniel E. Wathen, Chief Justice, Maine 
Supreme Court 

�� “Maine Masonic Membership: Past and Present,” 
Brother Richard L. Bowden 

�� “Captain Joseph S. Cony of Eastport: Civil War Naval 
Hero,” Brother Wayne H. M. Wilcox 

�� “Thirty Fourth Grand Master of Maine: Most 
Worshipful Henry Robert Taylor,” Brother W. Eugene 
Pease 

�� “Masonry and Mysticism,” Brother Weld M. Stevens 
Henshaw 

�� “Toward a Deeper Understanding of the Art of Ritual 
and the Power of Symbols and Myth,” Brother 
Charles W. Plummer 

�� “Bringing Lodge to Our Institutionalized Brethren,” 
Brother Richard A. Macdonald (reprinted in this issue) 

�� “An Outline of Masonic Literature,” Brother 
Alphonse Cerza, (reprinted from a talk before the 
Chicago Chapter of the Philalethes Society) 

 
along with some short pieces: 
 
�� “Life saving Nantucket,” Brother Edward A. 

Stackpole 
�� “Naval Masonic Flag” 
��  “Masonic Plaque Honors Heroes Aboard the U.S.S. 

Arizona” (reprinted from The California Freemason) 
 
Information on membership in The Maine Lodge of 
Research can be obtained from the Secretary: 
 

Richard L. Bowden 
33 Clewleyville Road 
Eddington, ME 04428 
e-mail: <BowdenRL@aol.com> 

 
or from their web site at  
< http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Academy/6384/> 
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The Necessity Of Study To A Mason 
Brother Albert Pike 
 

Masonry is a succession of allegories, the mere 
vehicles of great lessons in morals and philosophy. You 
will more fully appreciate its spirit, its object, its purposes, 
as you advance in the different degrees, which you will 
find constitute a great, complete, and harmonious system. 
 If you have been disappointed in the three first degrees; 
if it has seemed to you that the performance has not come 
up to the promise, and that the commonplaces which are 
uttered in them with such an air, the lessons in science and 
the arts, merely rudimentary, and known to every school-
boy, the trite maxims of morality, and the trivial 
ceremonies are unworthy the serious attention of a grave 
and sensible man, occupied with the weighty cares of life, 
and to whom his time is valuable, remember that those 
ceremonies and lessons come to us from an age when the 
commonest learning was confined to a select few, when 
the most ordinary and fundamental principles of morality 
were new discoveries; and that the three first degrees stand 
in these latter days, like the columns of the old, roofless 
Druidic Temple, in their rude and primeval simplicity, 
mutilated also and corrupted by the action of time, and the 
additions and interpolations of illiterate ignorance. They 
are but the entrance to the great Masonic Temple, the mere 
pillars of the portico. 

You have now taken the first step over its threshold, 
the first step towards the inmost sanctuary and heart of the 
Temple. You are in the path that leads up the slope of the 
Mountain of Truth; and it depends upon your Secrecy, 
Obedience, and Fidelity, whether you will advance or 
remain stationary. 

Imagine not that you will become a thorough Mason by 
learning what is commonly called the work, or merely by 
becoming familiar with our traditions. MASONRY HAS A 
HISTORY AND A LITERATURE. Its allegories and its 
traditions will teach you much; but much is to be sought 
elsewhere. The streams of learning that now flow broad 
and wide must be followed to their heads in the springs 
that well up in the far distant past, and there you will find 
the meaning and the origin of Masonry. 

A few trite lessons upon the rudiments of architecture, 
a few ordinary maxims of morality, a few unimportant and 
unsubstantiated traditions will no longer satisfy the earnest 
inquirer after Masonic Truth. Let him who is satisfied and 
content with them remain where he is, and seek to ascend 
no higher. But let him who desires to understand the 
harmonious and beautiful proportions of Masonry, read, 
study, reflect, digest and discriminate. The true Mason is 
an ardent seeker after knowledge; and he knows that books 
are vessels which come down to us full-freighted with the 
intellectual, riches of the past; and that in the lading of 
these Argosies is much that sheds light upon the history of 
Masonry, and proves its claims to be regarded as the great 
benefactor of mankind. 
 

(Courtesy of Brother George Helmer, F.P.S., P.M., 
Norwood Lodge No. 90, Alberta) 

Books 
 

Happy To Meet, Sorry To 
Part is a collection of 
well-known Masonic 
poems and short 
inspirational pieces. Your 
old favorites will be found 
here, as well as some 
unfamiliar but worthwhile 
works. This book would 
be an excellent source for 
the occasional short lodge 
program, or for someone 
who wants a quick survey 
or convenient reference 
book of Masonic poetry. 
 Contents include “The 
Level and The Square,” 

and eight other poems by Rob Morris; “The Mother 
Lodge” and “The Palace” by Rudyard Kipling; four poems 
by Robert Burns, works by Carl Claudy, A. E. Waite, 
Albert Pike, Goethe, and a number of anonymous pieces: 
“Am I A Wrecker?” “ I See You’ve Traveled Some,” “Last 
Night I Knelt Where Hiram Knelt,” and “The Master’s 
Apron.” Each author is introduced by a short biographical 
sketch. 

Edited by Brother Stephen Dafoe. Softcover, 84 pages. 
Published by 
 

Templar Books 
83 Purdy Street 
Bellesville, ON K8P 1Z2 
Canada 
web site <http://www.templarbooks.com> 

 
Price US$5.95/CAN$8.00 
ISBN 0-968-3567-7-X, Published December 1999 
 

 
 
One-Day Class Survey 
 

The Masonic Leadership Center and Brother Paul 
Bessel, Librarian of the George Washington National 
Memorial, have conducted a study of Brethren who joined 
Lodges under the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia 
between 1992 and 2000. 934 Brethren were included. 43% 
of them received their degrees in Grand Master’s Classes – 
as a group on consecutive Friday and Saturday evenings. 
The data show that the retention rate has remained constant 
while the number of Raisings has nearly doubled over the 
eight years prior to the first class in 1992. The percentage 
of members who are active (Lodge officers, serve on 
committees, etc.) is approximately the same among those 
taking their degrees in the traditional manner and those 
from the classes. The report is available on the Internet at 
<http://bessel.org/gmclass.htm>, or contact your Editor. 
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Bringing Lodge To Our Institutionalized 
Brethren 
Brother Richard A. Macdonald, Worshipful Grand 
Chaplain, Grand Lodge of Maine 
 

As a Sandy River Rehabilitation and Nursing Care 
Center Chaplain, I have frequent opportunities to meet and 
visit with numerous residents, many of which are seniors 
and have limited physical abilities. 
 Several residents approached me and recognized my 
Masonic ring, then introduced themselves and Brothers. As 
our relationship grew over the months, these men 
apologized for not attending lodge because they had such a 
difficult time with the stairs in the lodge halls, and 
residents had no transportation to lodge. I encourage them 
and assure them that their lodges missed and were thinking 
of them. I did bring their greetings to the lodges, and cards 
were circulated, signed and sent to these brothers. 
 While attending lodge in Canada at Lingwick Lodge 
#79 in Gould, Quebec, Worshipful Roderick K. MacIver, 
reported on the meeting the St. Francis district had at the 
Wakes home in Richmond, PQ. As 15th District Masters & 
Wardens Secretary/Treasurer, I reported on this nursing 
home meeting in Canada during our monthly meeting, and 
our District Deputy Ernest Lowell was extremely receptive 
to the idea of us meeting at the Sandy River facility, and 
had hoped to put together a meeting of this kind. 
 At this time, dispensation was granted by Most 
Worshipful Pulkkinen for a district meeting at the Sandy 
River facility, after R. W. Lowell assured the area of the 
meeting could be tyled. 
 We have been meeting here annually for eight year and 
recommend this program for all lodges and districts. 
 The meeting consists of coordinating a time and date 
between the facilities and the districts, then with the help 
of the Activities Directors of the neighboring 
nursing/rehabilitation homes, Masons, Eastern Star, 
Masonic widows, and staff, all gather at a proper area and 
the Masons in residence of visiting Blue Lodge members 
open lodge on the Master Mason degree. After full 
opening and the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of our 
Country, we introduce the Past and Present Grand Lodge 
Offices, then as Master of Ceremonies, I ask each Brother 
present to introduce themselves and give us a little of their 
Masonic history, starting with our officers; this way when 
the residents speak they are comfortable with what is 
expected of them. We then present each resident brother 
with a lapel pin and go through a full closing. Whenever 
possible, we ask the activities director to inform the 
resident’s family of the meeting; this accomplishes two 
things, by letting the family know their loved ones are not 
forgotten by the craft and secondly they often bring his 
apron, jewel and other regalia for him to wear or display 
during the meeting. 
 These family members are always welcome during the 
collation following the tyled section of the afternoon or 
evening program. 
 At this time, we invite the ladies to join in with us for a 
coffee collation provided by the facility at which time 

introductions are made similar to the previous 
introductions, and Eastern Star or widows pins are 
presented. (These pins are very reasonably priced through 
several of the regalia catalogs.) 
 We then go to the rooms of our bed bound brethren for 
a visit prior to leaving. Ideally, two or three visitors will 
visit a resident brother, together with a member of his 
lodge present. A conversation about the doings of a lodge 
and building improvements is always appropriate along 
with conversations on any topic of interest to the visitors.  
 Always remember the resident brother may not be able 
to communicate well, or may not grasp what’s going on, 
but the visit is well worth the 5-10 minutes spent. Some 
residents’ minds are excellent and encouraging them to 
share their experiences over the years is very rewarding for 
them. These are the brothers that realize they have not 
been forgotten by the lodge. 
 The meeting sometimes have a couple of dozen 
brothers and sisters in attendance, and at others very few in 
attendance, but always the residents are extremely grateful 
for our effort to bring lodge to them as they can no longer 
come to lodge with us. Brethren, we cannot forget our 
senior brothers simply because they can no longer climb 
the stairs. We owe it to them to bring lodge to nursing 
homes, rehab facilities, V. A. homes and hospitals, as well 
as retirement complexes. 
 This is not a difficult meeting to coordinate, and we 
only need three masons to have a successful meeting and a 
great time of fellowship. 
 Before closing, I must recognize the faithful attendance 
of R.W. Vernon Bean of the 15th district and R.W. Fred 
Campbell of the 20th district for their support at the Sandy 
River Rehabilitation Center and look forward to similar 
meetings in the future. 
 

Editor’s Notes: 
 This paper is reprinted, with permission, from the 
Transactions of the Maine Lodge of Research, 1999-
2000, volume XXI. I selected it because the care of 
Brother Masons in nursing homes should be of concern 
to us all and Brother Macdonald offers us a program 
well worth thinking about. My hope is that some New 
Hampshire Lodges will consider this avenue to helping 
their older Brethren. 
 The Lodge I have affiliated with in Connecticut, 
Union Lodge No. 40, in Danbury, is located near one 
of the retirement home complexes run by the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut – Ashlar of Newtown, in 
Newtown, CT. Union Lodge, as well as some other 
Lodges in the area, meets there once in a while, in 
order to provide a Lodge experience for the residents. 
One meeting I attended approximately two years ago 
worked the E. A. degree for two candidates, and was 
well attended by both resident Masons and the 
members of the Lodge. 
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