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May Meeting at Horace Chase Lodge No. 72, 
Penacook, NH 
 
We at Horace Chase Lodge look forward to the visit of the 
brothers of the Anniversary Lodge on May 17, 2001 in 
Penacook NH. Lodge opens at 7:30 PM. We will be 
having a stated meeting that night and plan as usual to end 
the evening with fine collation served by our Stewards, 
Dave and Ron. We have recently remodeled the Temple 
and will be happy to see you come and enjoy the 
improvements that have been made to the building. I am 
the Marshal for the lodge and will be sitting in that chair 
the evening, this being the first visit from the brothers from 
the Anniversary Lodge. We hope that you leave with a 
good evening of fellowship and some more of the history 
to the Lodge. 
 

Edward Lewis 
Junior Steward, Anniversary 
Lodge of Research 

 

 
 

Corrections and Apologies 
 
In the Fall 2000 issue, the name of this year’s Senior 
Steward was incorrectly given as Richard H. Dowling. It is 
actually Richard H. Dewing. A corrected list of officers 
appears on page 2. Apologies to Brother Dewing. 
 
The addresses for our Secretary and for the Grand Lodge 
of New Hampshire were also given without ZIP codes. 
The correct address for our Secretary is given on page 2 
and the correct address for the Grand Lodge of New 
Hampshire is 
 
  Grand Lodge of New Hampshire 
  813 Beech Street 
  Manchester, NH 03104 
  telephone: 603-603-668-8744 

fax: 603-668-8744 
  e-mail: <masonicglnh@juno.com> 
 

 

The above map and directions
The New Hampshire Masoni
from the Grand Lodge office. 
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The Master’s Corner 
 
 It doesn’t take any great amount of research, Masonic 
or otherwise, to determine that Spring is just around the 
corner. It may be difficult to believe with the recent (and 
on-going) snowstorms in New Hampshire and all that 
white stuff on the ground. But keep the faith! I’ve seen the 
first signs of Mud season, so Spring can’t be far behind. 
 For those who missed our Ladies at the Table, you 
missed a great evening. We honored women of New 
Hampshire History, from the early pioneer feats of Hannah 
Dustin to the conservation activities of Dorothy Vaughn. It 
was also an evening for the members of Anniversary 
Lodge from throughout the state to get together and get to 
know each other better. 
 My deep appreciation to Brother Jerry McHugh and his 
staff for the great job they did putting on the Ladies at the 
Table. With about 90 people in attendance, Brother 
McHugh made sure that we were well fed and well cared 
for. The food was excellent, the service was great, and a 
good time enjoyed by all. Thank you for your hard work, 
Jerry. 
 Elsewhere in this issue should be a notice about a 
proposed dues increase, an increase of $2.00 per year. The 
newsletter started this year under the direction of Brother 
Mark Furber hopefully will be an on-going item, which 
will result it additional mailing fees. This will be discussed 
and voted on at out Annual Meeting in July. 
 As Brother Furber has said, we need articles from you, 
the members of Anniversary Lodge, for the newsletter. Let 
us know what you are doing and write up a short paper on 
whatever Masonic Research you have done. One of our 
goals to have more articles from our own members. 
 We have our meeting at Horace Chase Lodge in May, 
then the Annual Meeting in July. Gads, where did the year 
go?  Hopefully, I’ll see most of you at one or the other 
meeting. 
 

     Fraternally, 
 
      Wm. Lee Fisher, Worshipful Master 
 

 
 
Livingston Masonic Library Book Award 
 
The Friends of the Livingston Masonic Library in New 
York City have announced the 1999-2000 William W. 
Reese, II Memorial Book Award. The recipient is Dr. 
Douglas Smith, author of Working the Rough Stone: 
Freemasonry and Society in Eighteenth-Century Russia 
(Northern Illinois University Press, DeKalb, IL, 2000). 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 2



Masonic Character 
 

The following definition of Masonic character 
appeared in the 1823 edition of The Farmers Almanac, 
published in Andover, Massachusetts. It sums up quite 
well the type of character each of us should exemplify in 
our daily lives if we are going to live up to the honor of 
being a Freemason. 
 
"The real Freemason is distinguished from the rest of 
mankind by the uniform unrestrained rectitude of his 
conduct. Other men are honest in fear of punishment that 
the law might inflict; they are religious in expectation of 
being rewarded, or in dread of the devil in the next world. 
A Freemason would be just if there were no laws, human 
of divine, except those written in the heart by the fingers of 
his Creator.  In every climate, under every system of 
religion, he is the same.  He kneels before the throne of 
God in gratitude for the blessings he has received; and in 
humble solicitations for his future protection.  He 
venerates the good men of all religions; he disturbs not the 
religion of others.  He restrains his passions because they 
cannot be indulged without injuring his neighbor of 
himself.  He gives no offense because he does not choose 
to be offended.  He is honest upon principle.” 
 

 
 
Royal Arch Masonry 
 

The oldest minutes of Royal Arch Masonry discovered 
are those of Fredericksburg Lodge, Virginia, Dec 22, 1753, 
and the earliest records in England are from 1758. The 
Royal Arch is now the most popular and universally 
practiced of the so-called higher degrees. The earliest 
recorded reference to it so far discovered was found in 
1743, when the master of the lodge at Youghai, Ireland, 
was preceded by "the Royal Arch carried by two Excellent 
Masons." 
 

 
 
Ladies At The Table 
 
 The first Anniversary Lodge Ladies at the Table was 
held at the Masonic Temple in Concord, NH, on February 
10, 2001. Some ninety Brethren and Ladies enjoyed a 
seven-course banquet featuring prime rib or baked stuffed 
haddock, and ending with vanilla ice cream with 
strawberry topping. Toasts were offered to famous New 
Hampshire women as follows: 
 
1st: To Hannah Dustin, by the Worshipful Master  

Famous symbol of frontier heroism. Taken prisoner 
during an Indian raid in 1697 on Haverhill, 
Massachusetts, after killing and later scalping ten 
Indians, she and two other captives, Mary Neff and 

Samuel Lennardeen, escaped down the river to 
safety. (1657-1737) 

 
2nd: To Marilla Marks Ricker, by the Worshipful Master’s 
Lady 

First woman admitted to the state bar association. 
Worker for women’s suffrage. (1840-1920 

) 
3rd: To Sarah J. Hale, by the Senior Warden 

Author and journalist who wrote "Mary Had a 
Little Lamb,” and advocated proclamation of 
Thanksgiving Day as national festival. (1788-1879) 

 
4th: To Mary Baker Eddy, by the Treasurer’s Lady 

Founder of the Christian Scientist movement. 
(1821-1910) 

 
5th: To Christa McAuliffe, by the Junior Warden 

First teacher in space who died in the explosion of 
the space shuttle Challenger. (1948-1986) 

 
6th: To Dorothy Vaughan, by the Grand Master’s Lady 

Leader of Portsmouth historical preservation 
movement and founder of the Strawbery Banke 
Museum. (1905 - ) 

 
7th: To Our Ladies, by the Grand Master 
 

 
 
From The Editor 
 

This is the second issue of our newsletter. As before, it 
is a work in progress, and I hope it will improve and grow 
with time. Please send me your comments, suggestions, 
and criticisms. This newsletter depends on your input and 
assistance. 

Included in this issue is the 2001 catalogue from the 
Masonic Service Association. The MSA publishes the 
monthly Short Talk Bulletin and many other useful and 
informative booklets and videotapes. These publications 
are perhaps the best and most easily obtained sources of 
Masonic information. If you do not receive the Short Talk 
Bulletin, I urge you to subscribe. 

Regarding the length of the newsletter: I plan to keep 
the total weight of the mailing under 2 ounces, so the 
postage will be 55 cents within the US. The weight of any 
additional material, in this case the MSA catalogue, will 
help determine the number of pages in the newsletter 
proper. My hope is that the members will find both the 
newsletter and the inserts to be of interest. 

The cost of the newsletter is of some concern. Each 
issue costs approximately $1.00-$1.25 per member, 
including postage and printing. I am quite willing to pick 
up costs for copies I send to people or bodies that trade 
newsletters with me, since I benefit from the exchange, but 
have agreed with our W.M. and Secretary that I will be 
reimbursed for the mailings to our members. 
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In our Worshipful Master’s column he notes that a dues 
increase will be discussed at our Annual Meeting in July. 
Our dues are currently $3.00 per year, and an examination 
of the early minutes of Anniversary Lodge available in the 
Whalley Museum and Library in Portsmouth shows that 
the dues were set at $3.00 per year in July 1967. Obviously 
our dues have not kept pace with inflation since 1967 and 
the $3.00 per year rate will not allow the Lodge to 
continue to publish this newsletter, let alone a bound 
volume of transactions, if we are indeed able to collect 
enough papers for such a volume in the future. In fact, the 
dues in some of the other Research Lodges to which I 
belong, such as Maine Lodge of Research, Southern 
California Research Lodge and Civil War Lodge of 
Research No. 1865, all of which have publications 
programs, are in the $15.00 to $25.00 per year range. 

A look at our finances shows that a minimum increase 
in dues to $5.00 per year will allow the newsletter to 
continue and cover the other minor expenses of the Lodge, 
as long as the newsletter and other mailings from the 
Secretary are coordinated efficiently. The hope is that such 
an increase will be acceptable to the membership. 

The next issue will be out two or three weeks before 
our Annual Meeting in early July 2001 and will contain 
details for that meeting. Our Secretary and I will 
coordinate the timing of our respective mailings better to 
save on postage and printing costs. On an administrative 
note, I have decided to align the volume numbers with the 
year, so there was only one issue in volume 1 – for the 
year 2000, and will be four in volume 2 – for the year 
2001. This seems to be a straightforward way to track 
things. 

This issue has been sent to all members of Anniversary 
Lodge and to the secretaries and/or editors of a number of 
Masonic Research Bodies in the United States and abroad, 
as well as some Masonic libraries and some prominent 
Masons who are not members of the Lodge but may be 
interested, e.g., some Grand Lodge officers. If you know 
of anyone who should receive it, please let me know. 

Comments on the first issue were basically positive. 
Perhaps the most rewarding was from an old friend of 
mine from my DeMolay days, who e-mailed me: “I am a 
member of the Philalethes, Southern California Research 
Lodge and the Scottish Rite Research Society. Now it 
seems that New Hampshire’s research lodge has something 
to offer, so I have asked for a petition.” 

As always, thanks to my wife Mary for her assistance 
with the production of the newsletter. 
 
        Sincerely and fraternally, 
 
 
        Mark E. Furber 
 

 
 
 
 

A Chronology for Lafayette Lodge No. 41, 
Manchester, NH 
Leonard Sousa, Past Master of Lafayette Lodge No. 41 and 
Anniversary Lodge No. 175 
 
March 1, 1821: First General Meeting held at the home of 
Thomas Rundlett in Bedford, N.H. with 17 petitioners for 
a Charter: 11 from Bible Lodge of Goffstown; 3 from 
Blazing Star Lodge of Concord; 1 from Benevolent Lodge 
of Amherst; 2 whose Lodges were not given 
 
June 9, 1821: The Lodge was granted a Dispensation. 
 
September 1, 1821: Lafayette Lodge instituted with Robert 
Dunlap as Master, Thomas Rundlett as Senior Warden and 
John Moor as Junior Warden: The first Lodge Room was a 
hall owned by General William P. Riddle, in Piscataquog 
Village in Bedford. On that date Most Worshipful James F. 
Dana, Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge of New 
Hampshire consecrated the hall and installed the Officers. 
 
From 1821 to 1828: The Lodge prospered until the Anti-
Masonic period during which the Lodge did no work for 
17 years. 
 
June 1, 1845: The last meeting of the lodge was held in 
Bedford. 
 
December 23, 1847: Lodge Rooms in the Dunclee Block 
were dedicated. 
 
December 1848: At a special communication Okah Tubber 
or William Chubbee, a Chief of the Choctaw Nation of 
Indians residing in Arkansas, took the three Degrees in one 
day under dispensation for that purpose. 
 
1856: The Lodge moved to Hanover St. into a building 
christened The Masonic Temple. In 1870, this building 
was destroyed by fire. 
 
December 26, 1870: A new building built on the same site 
was dedicated. 
 
September 1, 1874: Lafayette Lodge celebrated its semi-
centennial in the Masonic Temple: The address was given 
by Brother John P. Newell. 
 
September 1, 1899: Lafayette Lodge celebrated its 75th 
Anniversary with exercises in the Park Theatre. An address 
was given by Brother and Ex Governor John McLane, 
Grand Master of The Grand Lodge of New Hampshire and 
historical address by Right Worshipful Brother Herbert E. 
Richardson, Grand Lecturer. 
 
October 15, 1890: New rooms in the Pembroke Building 
dedicated with an address by U.S. Senator Henry E. 
Burnham. 
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September 21, 1924: Lafayette Lodge celebrated its 100th 
Anniversary at the Franklin Street Church. Grand Master 
Frederick Everett represented the Grand Lodge and a 
historical address was given by Right Worshipful Brother 
Herbert E. Richardson, Grand Lecturer: There were also 
addresses by Rev. Brother Henry II Crane and by Brother 
James B. D. Murray. Master of Lafayette Lodge. 
 
September 7, 1927: The first communication was held in 
the New Masonic Temple whose cornerstone was laid on 
June 24, 1925. 
 
May 12, 1933 The new Temple was dedicated by the 
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. 
 

 
 
Past Masters of Anniversary Lodge 
Provided by Brother Lynn J. Sanderson, PM, St. Andrew’s 
Lodge No. 56 and Anniversary Lodge of Research No. 175 
 

1964 Herbert E. Kimball 
1965 Herbert E. Kimball 
1966 Carl A. Buswell 
1967 Josiah Gordon 
1968 Herbert E. Kimball 
1969 Gordon A. Cheney 
1970 Gordon A. Cheney 
1971 Conrad S. Ekdahl 
1972 Stanley A. Johnson 
1973 Ellis W. Howard 
1974 Robert H. Danelson 
1975 Milan H. McGrath 
1976 Lester B. Tobey 
1977 Lynn J. Sanderson 
1978 Harold E. Fernald 
1979 Leonard D. Rowell 
1980 F. Robert Vase 
1981 Paul J. Haldeman 
1982 Philip N. Rugg 
1983 Richard R. Schanda 
1984 William B. Holmberg 
1985 John E. Alexander 
1986 William E. Higton 
1987 William E. Higton 
1988 Leonard S. Sousa 
1989 Leonard S. Sousa 
1990 Philip Brady, Jr. 
1991 Philip W. Healey 
1992 Philip W. Healey 
1993 Jonathan D. Shor 
1994 Thomas X. Tsirimakos 
1995 James T. Benoit 
1996 Sterson E. Hunt 
1997 Michael S. Munroe 
1998 David W. Scott 
1999 Paul Ladd 
2000 Wm. Lee Fisher 

 

Note: The Annual Meeting and Installation of 
Anniversary Lodge is on or near 8 July, so a Master 
serves a year-long term beginning in July. The year 
of installation is given. 

 

 
 
A York Rite Record? 
 

A dedicated Companion in Portsmouth may have set a 
record as presiding officer. Tom LaBerge is now serving 
his seventh consecutive year as Excellent High Priest of 
Washington Chapter No. 3 and his sixth consecutive year 
as Thrice Illustrious Master of Davenport Council No. 5. 
Additionally, this year he is also Eminent Commander of 
DeWitt Clinton Commandery No. 2. Do any of our readers 
know of another New Hampshire York Rite leader with a 
similar length of service? 

 

       
 
Skins – Our Senior Warden 
 

Bernard Raymond Watkins was born July 1, 1917 at 
Fitchburg MA. He moved to Keene, NH, in 1924 and was 
educated in the Keene public schools. He currently resides 
in Troy, NH. 
 Skins is retired from a long career in the military. He 
joined the NH National Guard, Battery G 197 Coast 
Artillery, in 1934, and transferred to the US Navy on 
November 11 1935. He took recruit training at Newport, 
RI, and was assigned to the USS Indianapolis on March 4, 
1936. He transferred to the USS Vestal, a Heavy Hull 
Repair Ship, in 1939 and was aboard the Vestal tied up 
alongside the USS Arizona on Dec 7 1941 at Pearl Harbor. 
he transferred in May 1942 to the USS Prometheus, 
another Heavy Hull Repair Ship, and went to Noumea, 
New Caledonia, in the South Pacific to service the Navy 
Task Forces that were helping the US Marines capture 
Guadalcanal. 

He transferred July 1 to a baby aircraft carrier in the 
Atlantic, chasing and sinking German U-Boats for 18 
months, then transferred back to the Pacific, to the 
Philippines, as a Salvage Officer, clearing harbors of 
sunken Japanese ships so that supplies could be unloaded 
for use by our troops in the Philippine campaign. After the 
War in the Pacific he transferred to the USS Recovery, a 
Salvage Ship stationed in Balboa, Panama Canal Zone. He 
became a Mason there, in Isthmian Lodge under the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts (no numbers) on November 25,, 
1949. 

He spent the next eleven years in the US Navy at posts 
in Philadelphia, PA; Task Force 7 as a Boat Pool 
Commander at the Bikini Bomb Test Site for three series 
of tests; Kodiak, AK, on the staff of the 17th Naval District 
Command as District Personnel Officer. His final 
assignment was Damage Control Officer of the USS 
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Midway, CV 41, where he spent the next eight months in 
the Western Pacific on patrol. Returning to the States, he 
retired after 25 years as a Lieutenant Commander (O-4), 
having entered as an E-1 and without missing anything in 
between – A Navy Mustang. 

After his naval career he took advantage of the GI Bill 
and got his commercial flight license. He worked for 
Bethlehem Steel Company in the shipbuilding yard in San 
Francisco as a safety engineer for the construction of 
tunnel from San Francisco to Oakland, CA. After that was 
built, he worked on the Red Rock Dam on the Des Moines 
River at Pella, IA for his brother-in-law as a core driller. 

His Masonic career started in the Panama Canal Zone 
in 1949. He visited many Lodges in the ensuing years at 
every area where he was assigned until retiring back in 
New Hampshire where he joined Monadnock Lodge No. 
80 n Troy, NH, his present home location. Monadnock 
Lodge merged with Charity Lodge No. 18 in Jeffrey NH in 
1994. He has since affiliated with Jerusalem Lodge No. 
104 in Keene, NH, St. Paul’s Lodge No. 30 in Langdon, 
NH and Vermont Lodge No. 18 in Windsor, VT where he 
is serving as Senior Warden and will be Master in 2001, 
He is also a member of Major General Henry Knox Lodge 
of Boston, MA; Major General William Whipple Military 
Lodge; William Pitt Tavern Lodge No. 1789; Anniversary 
Lodge of Research No. 175 of NH; Southern California 
Lodge of Research and the Scottish Rite Research Society.  

He is a 32nd Degree Scottish Rite Mason in the Valley 
of Juneau, AK; a member of the York Rite bodies of 
Claremont, NH; Nile Temple, Shriners, in Seattle WA; an 
associate member of Bektash Temple, Concord, NH, and 
the Legion of Honor of Bektash Temple; the National 
Sojourners, Green Mountain Camp of Vermont and Heroes 
of 76 of the Sojourners, where he was Commander in 
2000. 

In the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, he is a Past 
Grand Chaplain, Past Grand Marshal, Past District 
Education Officer of the Third Masonic District, and 
currently Grand Sword Bearer. 

He married Duralee B. Watkins in 1948 and has one 
son living in Ashland, VA. Another son, a US Navy 
Master Chief Air Controller, died on active duty in 1994. 
His wife died two months later. He has two 
granddaughters and one great granddaughter living in NC.  

A professional candidate, he will travel anywhere. His 
friends and family all call him SKINS. 
 

 
 
Our Treasurer: Leonard S.Sousa 
 

Brother Sousa was born and educated in Manchester, 
N.H. After high school he joined the United States Army 
and served In Japan with the 11th Airborne Division as a 
paratrooper. Returning to Manchester, he married Georgia 
Argeriou and along with his wife operated G & M Bakery 
for thirty years until his retirement. 
 He became a Mason in Lafayette Lodge No. 41, 
Manchester, NH, in 1980, and served as Worshipful 

Master of that Lodge in 1987-1988. He received the Major 
General John Sullivan Award in 1988 and again in 1999. 
He was a Grand Steward in 1992-1993. He was 
Worshipful Master of Anniversary Lodge of Research in 
1989 and served as Treasurer from 1990 to the present. He 
also serves as Treasurer of the Great Lights Club, 
Treasurer of the Manchester Masonic Service Association 
and Secretary of Lafayette Lodge No. 41. He is also an 
Honorary Past Master of Washington Lodge No.61, 
Manchester and a member of William Pitt Tavern Lodge 
No. 1789. 
 He is a member of the Manchester York Rite bodies, 
and has served as High Priest of Mt. Horeb Chapter No. 
11, Thrice Illustrious Master Of Adoniram Council No. 3 
and Commander of Trinity Commandery No. 1. He is a 
recipient of the Knights Templar Cross of Honor and a 
member of the Order of High Priesthood (1990), the Order 
of the Silver Trowel (1993), York Rite College No. 116 
(1990), New Hampshire Priory No. 58, K.Y.C.H. (1995) 
and Scenic Council No. 37, Knight Masons. He is also a 
member of the Eastern Star, the White Shrine of 
Jerusalem, the Scottish Rite and Bektash Shrine Temple. 
 In other organizations, he is a member of the Odd 
Fellows: Uncanoonuc Lodge No. 86, Hooksett, N.H., 
Derry Lodge No. 61, and Hillsborough Lodge No. 2. He is 
a Past Noble Grand. He is also a member of Hildreth 
Encampment No. 17, where he served as Chief Patriarch in 
1997-1998 and as District Deputy Grand Patriarch in 
1999-2000. He is also a member of Pinardville Lions Club 
and was presiding officer in 2000. 
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Learning & Memorizing Ritual 
by Brother Mark Waks 
Past Master, Hammatt Ocean Lodge, Saugus, 
Massachusetts 
contact e-mail: <masons@waks.org> 
Appeared in the e-zine Masonry Universal..., Issue 26, and 
used by permission. 
 

One of the problems that most often plague Masonry is 
poor ritual. By this, I don't just mean getting the words 
wrong -- I mean ritual that is drab and uninspiring, which 
fails to actually teach a candidate. Ritual is often mediocre, 
and it doesn't have to be; anyone can do ritual well, 
provided he knows a little about acting. 

It isn't hard, actually; it's mostly a matter of knowing 
how to do it, plus a lot of practice. This article is intended 
to impart some guidelines on how to do Good Ritual. It 
doesn't demand a lot of time, or any particular talent, just a 
little drive to do well. Read it and play with it. With some 
practice, you should be able to use these techniques to 
good effect in your Lodge. The course is specifically 
aimed at dealing with the longer speeches, but much of it 
is also relevant to shorter pieces; I commend it to junior 
officers. 

This is adapted from a lecture that I worked up for my 
own lodge; having done that, I figured I should try to 
spread these tips around for the common weal of the Craft. 
(Caveat: I do assume that you have some kind of cipher 
book, with encoded ritual. If your jurisdiction doesn't use 
this, you'll have to adapt these lessons.)  
 
1: Figure out the Words 
| 

The first step of learning any ritual is to know what 
you're saying! This should be obvious, but is often 
overlooked, because brethren are afraid to admit that they 
don't already know the right words. Don't be afraid to 
admit your own limits -- I've never met anyone who gets 
every single word right every time. 

Start out by listening to someone say the speech, 
preferably several times. (You should be doing this the 
entire previous year, listening to your predecessor.) Listen 
carefully, and make sure you understand what's being said; 
ask questions if you don't. (After Lodge, of course.) 

Next, go through your cipher or code book carefully, 
and see how much you can read. Mark words that you can't 
figure out, or that you're unsure of -- this is the point to 
catch any mistakes you may be making. Then call or get 
together with a Ritualist or a reliable Past Master, and talk 
through it, reading out of the book slowly. Have him 
correct any mistakes, and fill in the words you don't know. 
Take notes (preferably somewhere other than in the book), 
because you will forget the corrections as soon as you're 
on your own. 
 
2: Understand the Speech 
 

This step gets overlooked even more often than the 
previous one. Read through the ritual a couple of times, 

and make sure you really grasp it. Don't just know the 
words -- know what it's talking about. Find out who the 
characters being talked about are. Again, ask questions. 
Now, start trying to understand the speech structurally. 
Any ritual is made up of components, separate pieces that 
are linked together. For example, a section may be talking 
about symbols, with three paragraphs per symbol: concrete 
meaning, abstract meaning, and purpose. Figure out what 
these pieces are -- you'll use them later. 

The next step is especially useful for long speeches -- 
visualize the speech. Any speech can be thought of in 
terms of movements, places, rooms, stuff like that. Words 
are hard to remember in order; places are easy. The 
canonical example is the Middle Chamber Lecture, which 
walks through King Solomon's Temple. That's no accident 
-- that path is easily visualized, and makes a good example 
of how to learn ritual, which is probably why it is the first 
major speech an officer learns. This is why we use 
symbols in the first place: because they are easy to learn 
and internalize. Use them. 
 
3a: Small-Scale Memorization 
 

This is never anyone's favorite part; anyone can do it, 
but no one finds it simple. It's considerably easier if you do 
it right, though. Start out by reading the speech over and 
over. Don't move on to the next step until you can read it 
from the cipher quickly, without breaks or hesitation. Read 
it out loud, when you get the chance. This step is 
particularly important, and skipped more often than any 
other. Don't skip it -- this is how you get your brain and 
mouth trained to the words. It may sound silly, but it really 
matters – the mental pathways used to talk are distinct 
from those used to read. Now, start trying to learn 
sentences. Just sentences. Read the first word or two of the 
sentence, then try to fill in the remainder from memory. 
Don't fret if you can't do it immediately; it will probably 
take at least 5 or 10 times through before you're getting 
most of the sentences. You'll find some that are hard -- 
hammer those ones over and over (but don't totally neglect 
the rest while you do so). Again, get to the point where 
you're doing reasonably well on this, before going on to 
the next step. 
 
3b: Large-Scale Memorization 
 

Once you've got most of the sentences, try to move on 
to paragraphs. Again, some will be easy and some hard. 
Try to understand exactly why this sentence follows that 
one -- in most cases, the ritual does make sense. An 
individual paragraph is almost always trying to express a 
single coherent thought, in pieces; figure out what that 
thought is, and why all the pieces are necessary. Keep at 
this until you're able to get most paragraphs by glancing at 
the first word or two, or by thinking, "Okay, this is the 
description of truth," or something like that. 

Finally, start putting it all together. This is where the 
structural analysis in Step 2 gets important. You visualized 
the speech, and figured out how it hooks together; use that 
visualization to connect the paragraphs. Make sure you 
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have some clue why each paragraph follows the one 
before. In almost every case, the next paragraph is either a) 
continuing this thought, or b) moving on to a related 
thought. In both cases, you can make memorization much 
easier by understanding why it flows like that. Convince 
yourself that this paragraph obviously has to follow that 
one, and you'll never forget the order. 
 
4: Smoothing It Out 
 

You're now at the point where you've got pretty much 
all the sentences down, and most of the paragraphs, and 
you're able to get through the whole thing only looking at 
the book a few times. Now, start saying it. 

When you're driving in the car; when you're alone at 
home; pretty much any time you have some privacy, try 
saying it all out loud, at full voice. Trust me, it sounds very 
different when you actually say it aloud. You'll find that 
you stumble more, and in different places. Some words 
turn out to be more difficult to pronounce than you 
expected. Try it a few times. 

Start out by trying to do this frequently -- once, even 
twice every day. It'll be hard at first (and it's a real pain to 
pull out the cipher book while you're driving), but it'll 
gradually get easier. When you're starting to feel 
comfortable, slow down, but don't stop. Practice it every 
couple of days, then every week.  Don't slow down below 
once a week. If you feel up to it, see if you can speed up 
your recitation. (But do not ever speed-talk the ritual in 
open Lodge --  that's for memorization and rehearsal only.) 
 
5a: Mindset 
 

Last part. You're now at the point where you pretty 
much have the ritual memorized. Now, the trick is learning 
how to perform it well. Very nearly everyone has some 
amount of stage fright; us acting types often have it even 
worse than most. The trick to overcoming it is control of 
the nerves. 

Now that you're comfortable reciting the ritual, observe 
how you do it. By now, you're not thinking about it so 
much; your mouth is doing almost all the work, with the 
conscious mind simply making a few connections between 
paragraphs. That is the right state to be in. Think about 
how that feels, and learn it. 

Before you go in to "perform", do some basic acting 
exercises. Take a few deep breaths; concentrate on not 
thinking. I think the ideal is a little light meditation, but it 
takes a fair bit of practice to be able to drop into that state 
on demand; for now, just worry about being calm. Being 
calm is far more important than anything else. If you're 
calm, you're unlikely to screw up too badly; if you're tense, 
you're far more likely to. Some people like to exercise the 
body a bit, to relax the mind; you should do what works 
for you. 
 
5b: Acting 
 

Now the final nuance, which separates merely 
competent ritual from the really good stuff. Now that 

you're able to let your mouth do all the talking, start 
listening to yourself. Think about the ritual again, but don't 
think about the words, think about what it means. What are 
the important bits? Emphasize those. How could you use 
your body or hands to illustrate a point? Try talking to the 
person in front of you, not just at them -- look them in the 
eye and make them get the point. You are teaching 
important lessons here; try to capture a little of the 
emotional intensity of that importance. 

Think of your "performance" as a melding of two parts. 
Your mouth is providing the words, your mind and heart 
the emotion. Again, nothing beats practice. This is what 
rehearsal should really be for -- taking a dummy candidate 
in hand, and learning how to really get the point across. 
Don't fret if you find that you need to change "modes" now 
and then -- here and there you will need to think about the 
words briefly, when you change paragraphs or hit a hard 
sentence. That won't throw you, though, so long as you 
keep track of what you're saying; you've already figured 
out why each part leads into the next, and that will guide 
you when you stumble. 
 
Conclusion 
 

Don't expect to get all this down instantly; it takes most 
people a few years to really get good at it. Just try to 
advance yourself bit by bit. Learn the transitions and 
pieces first -- if you have that, you can get through the 
ritual. Next time, work on memorizing more thoroughly. 
The time after that, work on getting it really smooth. After 
a while, you can build up to the point where you have the 
luxury to act. And at that point, you will find that you start 
doing the kind of ritual that Masonry is meant to have -- 
both moving and interesting, enough so that the candidate 
(who is, remember, the whole point) actually learns what 
you're saying, and what it actually means. And if you 
really do it well, you'll find that you come to understand 
the meaning of the ritual a good deal better yourself. 
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Kipling 
 

Brother Rudyard Kipling is one of the best known 
authors who was also a member of the Craft. When we 
think of his Masonic writings, the poem “The Mother-
Lodge” or the adventure story The Man Who Would Be 
King. Here is a poem from Brother Kipling in a more 
contemplative frame of mind. 
 

L'Envoi To “Life’s Handicap” 
 
                  My new-cut ashlar takes the light 
                    Where crimson-blank the windows flare. 
                  By my own work before the night, 
                    Great Overseer, I make my prayer. 
 
                  If there be good in that I wrought 
                    Thy Hand compelled it, Master, Thine-- 
                  Where I have failed to meet Thy Thought 
                    I know, through Thee, the blame was mine. 
 
                  One instant's toil to Thee denied 
                    Stands all Eternity's offence. 
                  Of that I did with Thee to guide, 
                    To Thee, through Thee, be excellence. 
 
                  The depth and dream of my desire, 
                    The bitter paths wherein I stray-- 
                  Thou knowest Who has made the Fire, 
                    Thou knowest Who has made the Clay. 
 
                  Who, lest all thought of Eden fade, 
                    Bring'st Eden to the craftsman's brain-- 
                  Godlike to muse o’er his own Trade 
                    And manlike to stand with God again! 
 
                  One stone the more swings into place 
                    In that dread Temple of Thy worth. 
                  It is enough that, through Thy Grace, 
                    I saw nought common on Thy Earth. 
 
                  Take not that vision from my ken-- 
                    Oh, whatsoe'er may spoil or speed, 
                  Help me to need no aid from men 
                    That I many help such men as need! 
 

 
 
St. John’s Church and The Masons 
Courtesy of St. John's Lodge, No.1, Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire 
 

In 1736, St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Portsmouth, NH was 
formally organized and in that same year The Reverend 
Arthur Browne became the first Rector of Queen's Chapel 
(renamed St. John's Church in 1791). From their inception, 
St. John's Episcopal Church and St. John's Lodge have 
been connected through their common members and their 
sense of community. Many of the early lodge members 

were parishioners of Queen's Chapel, and two of the 
church wardens, John Wentworth and George Mitchell, 
were both Masters of St. John's Lodge. 

At first, the lodge meetings were held in Stoodley's 
Tavern and then moved to The Earl of Halifax Tavern 
(later renamed William Pitt Tavern), built and owned by 
Queen's Chapel parishioner and fellow Mason, John 
Stavers (who is buried in St. John's churchyard). The 
minutes of St. John's Lodge for September 18, 1747 list 
The Reverend Arthur Browne present, as well as John 
Tufton Mason, who would obtain the church’s baptismal 
font in Sengal, Africa and ship it to Portsmouth on board 
the sloop Bon Adventure. The Reverend John C. Ogden 
(Rector, 1786-1792) and The Reverend Joseph Willard 
(Rector, 1794-1806) were also active members of St. 
John's Lodge and served as chaplain there many times. 

After the church was destroyed by fire on Christmas 
Eve in 1806, the Masons made a substantial contribution to 
erect a new edifice, and The Grand Lodge of New 
Hampshire laid the cornerstone on June 24, 1807. In 1953, 
parishioners erected a new parish house next to the church, 
and the cornerstone was laid with Masonic ritual much the 
same as had been done for the new church building 146 
years before. 
 At an early date in England, the Masons chose as 
patron saints St. John the Baptist and St. John the 
Evangelist. The corresponding feast days were chosen by 
Masons as holidays to be observed by attending a religious 
service followed by a banquet, and the rest of the day was 
to be spent in "Brotherly Love and Innocent Mirth." On 
Tuesday, June 24, 1755, the members of St. John's Lodge 
formed a procession from the Lodge to Queen's Chapel 
where a sermon was preached by The Reverend Arthur 
Browne, and then the Masons returned to the Lodge to 
feast and enjoy one another in social conversation. 

Starting in 1836 there was a period of time called the 
Anti-Masonic Era, which caused great upheaval 
throughout the Eastern United States. Priests and ministers 
who had been Masons were forced to resign or leave the 
church, and for 47 years, the Masons were not invited back 
to St. John's Church. However, in 1886 The Reverend 
Henry Hovey, already a Mason when he arrived in 
Portsmouth, became Rector of St. John's Church and 
officially invited the Masons back to participate in Sunday 
services once a year during the week of the Feast of St. 
John the Baptist. After Father Hovey's death in 1909, there 
was another hiatus until The Reverend Nelson Kellogg, 
also a Mason, became Rector in 1916. Although Father 
Kellogg was not affiliated with St. John's Lodge, he did 
extend the invitation to the Masons to renew their annual 
visit to the church. The Masons of St. John's Lodge No.1 
accepted the invitation and have returned every year since. 
 

This year’s observance is Sunday, June 17, 2001. 
Coffee and doughnuts will be available at the William Pitt 
Tavern at 8:00 AM, the participating Lodges will open at 
9:00 AM and parade (a few city blocks) to St. John’s 
Church for the 10:00 AM service, returning to the Tavern 
at approximately 11:30. 
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Brother Winslow Melvin Passes From Labor 
to Refreshment 
 

 
 

Brother Winslow E Melvin, 94, of 88 Pleasant St, 
Concord, passed away at the Concord Hospital, Monday 
April 9, 2001. 

Brother Melvin was born September 1 1907 in 
Northampton, MA, the son of Proctor E. and Clara 
(Winch) Melvin. His parents moved to New Hampshire 
about two years later. He resided in Concord since 1912. 
He graduated from Concord High School in 1925 then 
went on to study at the General Electric Company’s 
Apprentice Course in Pittsfield, MA. 

Brother Melvin was employed at the Electro-Motive 
Co, Worchester MA 1926 – 1928, and then hired by NH 
Public Service as a Transportation Engineer March 1, 
1929. He was promoted to Director in 1935. He was a 
consultant for Public Utilities until 1986 and was the 
administrative assistant for the Nuclear Decommissioning 
Finance Committee. 

He was the oldest living member of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Concord where he was a member 
for over 50 years. Since 1941 he had been a member of 
Concord Rotary where he was a past director. He was a 
member and past president of the NH State Employees 
Association and past president of NH Federal Credit 
Union. He was Corporator of the Capital Region Health 
Care since 1986. 

Brother Melvin had been a member of Eureka Masonic 
Lodge #70 since 1936. He served as Master of the lodge in 
1947 and 1948 and was District Deputy Grand Master for 
the 4th Masonic District in 1952-1953. He was Trustee of 
Concord Masonic Association and of the Masonic Home. 
He received the Major General John Sullivan 
Distinguished Service Medal in 1953 and the Jeremy Ladd 
Cross Medal in 1976.  

Brother Melvin was made an Honorary Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of NH in 1999. He was one of 
only five Masons to have been selected as an Honorary 
Past Grand Master in New Hampshire The other four: The 
Marquis de Lafayette in 1825; Herbert E. Richardson, 

Grand Lecturer for forty-five years, in 1939; Carl H. 
Claudy, Pas Grand Master of Masons in the District of 
Columbia and Executive Secretary of the Masonic Service 
Association, in 1945; and Sherman D. Parsons, Grand 
Steward 1941-1968 and for a number of years the oldest 
Mason in the world, in 1963. 

He was a member of the Scottish Rite Bodies in the 
Valley of Concord and New Hampshire Consistory in the 
Valley of Nashua since 1937. He was a past presiding 
officer of the three Concord Scottish Rite bodies and had 
also served as their secretary. He was created an Honorary 
Member of the Supreme Council 33o, A.A.S.R., on 
September 29, 1954 and was crowned an Active Member 
in 1967. He was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal 
on June 2, 1979. He served as Deputy for New Hampshire 
from 1973 to 1982 when he became an Active Emeritus 
Member. 

He was Exalted in Trinity Chapter #2 R.A.M. in 1962, 
was Greeted in Horace Chase Council #4 R & S.M. in 
1962 and was Knighted in Mt. Horab Commandry in 1963. 

He was a member of Bektash Temple and of the 
Bektash Temple Drum & Bugle Corps since 1949 and was 
the Temple's present Chaplain. He was past president of 
the Past Masters Unit. He was a member of Profile York 
Rite College No. 100 and a member of Scenic Council 
#37, Knight Masons. He was a 65-year member and Past 
Patron of the Epiphany-Bethany Chapter #50, Order of 
Eastern Star. He was a charter member of Rumford 
Chapter, Order of DeMolay and received the DeMolay 
Legion of Honor in 1955. In 1999 he was elected an 
Honorary Member of the International Supreme Council, 
Order of DeMolay. 

He is survived by a son, Brother Richard Melvin of 
Concord; a special friend, Isabelle Legrow of Ohio; two 
sisters-in-law, Ruth Taylor of Loudon and Holderness and 
Marjorie Knoettner of Manchester, and nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by his wife, Mildred L. 
(Taylor) Melvin. 

Memorial donations may be made to the Masonic 
Home, 813 Beech St., Manchester, NH 03104. 

 
(Material courtesy of the New Hampshire 
Scottish Rite Council of Deliberation, Edward 
N. Lewis, 32°, MSA, Secretary) 
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