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Annual Meeting and Installation 
 

 
Brother Lee Fisher, newly installed W.M. (left), is 
congratulated by Brother Richard Schanda, P.G.M. (photo: 
Mark Furber) 
 

The Annual Meeting and Installation of Officers for 
Anniversary Lodge was held on Saturday, 8 July 2000, at 
the William Pitt Tavern in Strawbery Banke, Portsmouth, 
NH. The meeting followed the annual Masons’ Day at 
Strawbery Banke, which is sponsored by the Scottish Rite 
and which provides Masons and their families free 
admission to the museum, special programs and a cookout. 

After the business meeting, the Ladies and guests of 
the members were admitted and outgoing Worshipful 
Master Paul Ladd spoke about his term in office. The 
Officers for the 2000-2001 term were then installed by 
Brother Richard R. Schanda, Junior Past Grand Master. 
Incoming W.M. Lee Fisher spoke about his plans for the 
year and introduced distinguished guests. 
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Officers for 2000-2001 
 
Worshipful Master:   Wm. Lee Fisher 
Senior Warden:    Bernard R. Watkins 
Junior Warden:    Andrew F. Hirst 
Treasurer:      Leonard S. Sousa 
Secretary:      L. Forbes Getchell 
Senior Deacon:    Gerald C. McHugh, Sr. 
Junior Deacon:    Mark E. Furber 
Senior Steward:    Richard H. Dowling 
Junior Steward:    Edward H. Lewis 
Chaplain:      Richard A. Gilbert, Sr. 
Marshall:      David W. Scott 
Tyler:       Paul Ladd 
 
Contacts 
 
Worshipful Master Wm. Lee Fisher 
      21 West Concord Street 
      Dover, NH 03820-3636 
      home: 603-742-2303 
 
Secretary:    L. Forbes Getchell 
      51 North Main Street 
      Newmarket, NH 038 
      home: 603-659-3652 
 
Editor:     Mark E. Furber 
      186 Aspetuck Ridge Road 
      New Milford, CT 06776-5614 
      home: 860-210-9674 
      office: 203-797-5873 
      fax: 203-797-6120 
      e-mail: <mfurber@computer.org> 
 
This newsletter is published quarterly by Anniversary 
Lodge of Research No. 175, New Hampshire. 
 
Other Masonic Bodies are welcome to reprint articles from 
this newsletter provided that the article is reprinted in full, 
the name of the author and the source of the article are 
indicated, and a copy of the publication containing the 
reprint is sent to the editor.  
 
Submissions to the newsletter are solicited and should be 
sent to the editor. Electronic submissions in an Office 97-
compatible format are encouraged if possible. 
 
Any opinion expressed in this newsletter is solely that of 
the author and not that of any Constituent Lodge or Grand 
Lodge. 
 

 
 
 
 

September 2000 Meeting 
 

Anniversary Lodge met as the guests of St. Andrew’s 
Lodge No. 56, Portsmouth, NH, on 11 September 2000 in 
the Portsmouth Masonic Temple. After supper, St. 
Andrew’s Lodge was opened by W.M. pro tem Philip 
Fraser, P.M. of St. Andrew’s, and Anniversary Lodge by 
W. M. Lee Fisher. Brother Fisher and Brother L. Forbes 
Getchell, Secretary of Anniversary Lodge, spoke on the 
purpose of Anniversary Lodge. Brother Stetson Hunt of 
Anniversary Lodge spoke on Brother and President Harry 
S Truman [see this issue] and Brother Ed Conway, P.M. of 
St. Andrew’s, spoke on the early history of St. Andrew’s. 
[Editor’s note: Material on the history of St. Andrew’s will 
appear in a future issue.] 
 

 
 
Ladies At The Table 
Lee Fisher, W.M. 
 
 On February 10, 2001, Anniversary Lodge of Research 
will hold its first ever “Ladies at the Table.”  This is 
another chance to get acquainted with the brethren of the 
Lodge, as well as enjoy a pleasant evening with that 
special lady in your life. And right before the 14th of 
February, what better way to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 
 What is a “Ladies of the Table?”  Many of us are 
familiar with a Table Lodge, where Masons meet together 
for a seven-course meal, with a toast before each course.  
The Table Lodge is held in a tiled room and opened on the 
Entered Apprentice Degree. The tradition of the Table 
Lodge goes back to the early days of Masonry, when 
Lodges met in taverns and partook of a meal before, after 
or even during a meeting. 
 The “Ladies at the Table” is a chance to allow our 
ladies to enjoy the hospitality and fellowship of a Table 
Lodge, with its seven courses and seven toasts. The main 
difference is that the Lodge is not opened, and the ritual is 
different. Any invited guest can attend a “Ladies at the 
Table.” They need not be a member of Anniversary Lodge, 
or even a Mason. This is a chance to bring your lady, that 
special friend and his wife, relatives, etc. to the Ladies at 
the Table.  
 Our Ladies at the Table will be held at the Masonic 
Temple, 53 Iron Works Road, Concord, NH, starting at 
5:00 P.M. Tickets are $15.00 per person, with a choice of 
Prime Rib or Baked Haddock for the main course.  We 
will be honoring New Hampshire ladies of History.  
Seating is limited, and tickets and reservations are 
available from Brother Lenny Sousa or Brother Jerry 
McKay. 
 As a footnote, I first received a single page ritual for a 
Ladies Table Lodge in 1975 from a brother in Germany.  
This page listed seven or nine toasts, mentioned “Brothers 
and Sisters,” and outlined the duties of the Columns of the 
North, South and West.  Just goes to show you there are 
many different ways to get the same thing done. 
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From The Editor 
 

This is the first issue of our newsletter. It is a work in 
progress, and I hope it will improve and grow with time. I 
will also ask for a little patience as we get this process 
organized, and remind everyone that I am a bit rusty, since 
the last time I did something like this was for White 
Mountain Priory, Order of DeMolay, some twenty years 
ago. 

In this issue, we have the usual announcements, 
W.M.’s message, etc., and: 

�� Short biographies of our W.M and our J.W. Future 
issues will include biographies of the other elected 
officers, so we can get to know our leadership. 

�� Thoughts on the Opening Charge, per the New 
Hampshire ritual, by Brother Gunnar Cerda from 
Claremont. 

�� Some news on books. I hope to make book 
announcements and reviews a regular feature. 

�� Advice for someone starting in Masonic research 
from Brother Paul Bessel, P.M. of Civil War 
Lodge of Research in Virginia, Librarian of the 
George Washington Masonic National Memorial, 
and a Mason of note in U.S. Research Lodge 
circles. Brother Bessel also maintains a large web 
site at <http://www.bessel.org> with a 
comprehensive collection of “facts and figures” 
about the Craft. If you have Internet access and 
need to know things such as which jurisdictions 
allow business to be conducted in the First Degree, 
or which Grand Lodges allow individual Past 
Masters votes, look there. 

�� More advice for someone starting in Masonic 
research from Brother George Woolmer, Grand 
Librarian of the Grand Lodge of South Australia, 
which I found via The South Australian Lodge of 
Research No. 216. Brother Woolmer has a good 
background in education and in Masonic 
scholarship. 

�� A pamphlet from the Philalethes Society. This is 
the world’s premier Masonic research society (not 
a Lodge) and anyone interested in the Craft should 
think seriously about becoming a member. 

The success of the newsletter depends on a supply of 
material. Like many other Research Lodges, we will also, 
with permission, reprint items from newsletters and 
transactions of other Lodges that might be of interest to the 
membership. I hope we can publish articles by the 
members of Anniversary Lodge for the members of 
Anniversary Lodge, but that will require the members to 
write. Please give some thought to what you might share 
with your Brethren. Lodge histories, biographies of famous 
and not-so-famous New Hampshire Masons, philosophical 
articles, or even thoughts on the direction of the Craft, our 
current problems and possible solutions, will all be 
welcome. My hope is that the advice from Brothers 
Woolmer and Bessel will be helpful. 

My intent is to publish things in the form in which I 
receive them, with minimal editing for spelling and 
grammar, if necessary, and no editing for content. 

This issue has been sent to all members of Anniversary 
Lodge and to the secretary and/or editor of a number of 
Masonic Research Bodies in the United States and abroad. 
If you know of anyone who should receive it, please let me 
know. 

The Winter 2001 issue will be out in February 2001. 
Later, as we collect papers by the members, we may well 
be able to start publishing an annual volume of 
transactions, as many other Research Lodges do. 

Please send me your comments, suggestions, and 
criticisms. This newsletter depends on your input and 
assistance. 

Finally, thanks to my wife Mary for her assistance with 
the production of the newsletter. 
 
        Sincerely and fraternally, 
 
 
        Mark E. Furber 
 

 
 
Who is the Worshipful Master? 
 

Brother Lee Fisher is the current Worshipful Master of 
Anniversary Lodge of Research. He comes to New 
Hampshire via the way of California and the U. S. Air 
Force. After graduating from college in California and 
Florida, Brother Fisher joined the Air Force, with his first 
assignment to Pease AFB. Subsequent assignments took 
him to Thailand, Philippines, New Jersey, Italy and Texas 
before he was able to return to New Hampshire.  
Following his retirement in 1983, he eventually ended up 
at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard where he is currently 
employed. 

Brother Fisher’s Masonic career has been as varied as 
his Air Force career. He joined Needles Lodge No. 326 in 
California and took his Entered Apprentice degree there.  
He was passed and raised in Leonard Wood Lodge No 
105, Philippines (using the California ritual). While in 
Italy, became Worshipful Master of Aviano Lodge No 643 
(again using the California ritual). He is still called the 
Master of the California ritual. 

He is currently the Secretary of Stafford Lodge No 29 
in Dover, after serving as Worshipful Master in 1988 and 
1989.  He is also a Past Master of General William 
Whipple Military Lodge, and after eight years as 
Secretary-Treasurer of the First District Masters and 
Wardens Association, he is now serving that organization 
as President. He is also a member of Scottish Rite in New 
Hampshire. 

Brother Fisher is married to the former Dorothy G. 
Widger of New Hampshire (no wonder that he returned to 
New England) and they have two children, Rebecca L. 
Fisher of Gilmanton, NH and Daniel G. Fisher of Raleigh, 
NC. 
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The Opening Charge 
Gunnar A. Cerda, P.M. 
Hiram Lodge No. 9, Claremont, NH 
 

Many of us know various parts of the Ritual, whether 
as an officer, Past Master, or sideliner. We have not 
necessarily studied or memorized all of these parts, may 
not have even delivered all of them, but over time and 
hearing them repeated, have come to know them. We have 
in fact come to know them so well, that we even know 
when a word is missed, or a sentenced misplaced. The 
Ritual becomes automatic for those hearing it, so 
automatic that we can tell exactly where the Master is 
during opening, and how much longer before we will be 
sitting down again. 

As any ritualist will tell you, the best ritual delivery is 
that which is automatic. Even the “perfect” tones, 
emphasis, and inflections can be practiced so that they 
become automatic. We can even practice “feeling”, so that 
when we deliver our piece, it becomes natural, and that 
which took countless hours to learn, practice, and perfect is 
delivered in minutes; delivered almost thoughtlessly and 
effortlessly. In fact, if one stops to think about where they 
are, and what they are giving, they tend to get “lost”, and 
miss the perfect delivery. 

So we end up with automatic delivery, as well as 
“automatic” listening. Each of us falls into our respective 
routine, and the Ritual goes by before we know it. Sadly, 
as we follow our normal path, do we not really miss the 
true meanings of the ritual? How often do we stop to think 
about what our eloquent ritual is trying to teach us? Let us 
slow down for just a few minutes, and actually take a look 
at and listen to our Opening Charge, and really hear what it 
has to offer, to really feel its beauty. 
 
 “The ways of Virtue are beautiful…” 
 
As Masons we are charged to lead a virtuous life, to act by 
the Plumb of rectitude, keep a tongue of good report, to 
maintain the golden rule. We know that we aim to “live 
respected and die regretted.” We should endeavor to live 
our daily lives with these aims in mind. 
 
 “…knowledge is attained by degrees…” 
 
All learning and knowledge that we as individuals know 
and have achieved did not occur at once. We learn step by 
step, whether it be multiplication after addition, or the 
second Masonic degree after the first. 
 

“…Wisdom dwells with contemplation, there we must 
seek her…” 

 
True wisdom comes with time and thought. As we think 
about, discuss, and question what we have learned, then 
can we hope to find true wisdom to apply to our lives.  
 

“…Let us then Brethren apply ourselves with 
becoming zeal to the practice of the excellent 
principles inculcated by our order…” 

 
After we have gained knowledge, and sought after 
wisdom, let us actually apply what we learn from our 
teachings. But, we go on to hear that we should not try to 
apply them halfheartedly, rather “with becoming zeal”, to 
make the teachings of Masonry practice in our everyday 
lives. Brotherly Love, Relief, Truth, Faith, Hope, Charity, 
the list goes on. These should not just be what Masons talk 
about or proclaim, rather we should strenuously endeavor 
to practice each and every one of these Tenets and Virtues 
each and every day. 
 

“…Let us ever remember that the great objects of 
our association are the restraint of improper 
desires and passions…” 

 
The restraint of improper desires and passions. To restrain, 
not necessarily eliminate. We are, after all, human. 
Masonry does not expect us to change our lives instantly, it 
merely asks us to restrain only our improper desires and 
passions. She even leaves the definition of improper up to 
each of us individually. 
 

“…the cultivation of an active Benevolence, and 
the promotion of a correct knowledge of the 
duties we owe to God, our neighbor, and 
ourselves…” 

 
 To cultivate an active benevolence is to practice 
Charity, to practice Brotherly Love, to become active, 
benevolent Masons. We should learn our true duties to 
God, to our Brother, our next door neighbor, our neighbor 
half way across the world, and finally to ourselves. Again, 
not only should we learn these things, we should 
encourage them; promote a correct knowledge of them to 
all mankind through our words and actions under the 
banner of Masonry. 
  

“…Let us be united and practice with assiduity, 
the Sacred Tenets of our order…” 
 

Together we should all strive to daily practice and live by 
all of our Tenets as men and Masons. 
 

“…Let all private animosities, if any unhappily 
exist, give place to affection and Brotherly Love. 
It is a useless parade to talk of the subjection of 
irregular passions within the walls of the Lodge, 
if we permit them to triumph in our intercourse 
with each other…” 

 
We should all endeavor to practice those truly Masonic 
principles of Brotherly Love and affection both in and out 
of the Lodge, and not let any personal differences or 
opinions of others taint our ability to live and work 
together as Brothers. Also, we should not suffer ourselves 
to hypocrisy, rather let us remember another passage of 
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Ritual: “hence while influenced by this principle, 
hypocrisy and deceit are unknown among us, sincerity and 
plain dealing distinguish us…” 
 

“…Uniting in the grand design, let us be happy 
ourselves, and endeavor to promote the happiness of 
others. Let us cultivate the great moral virtues laid 
down on our Masonic trestleboard, and improve on 
everything that is good, amiable and useful…” 

 
The Great Architect of the Universe has gifted us with our 
Masonic Trestleboard, which lies open for our guidance 
during all of our meetings. In it we find not only the Grand 
Design, but also such things as the Golden Rule, Brotherly 
Love, Charity, Relief, Truth; giving us also moral and 
spiritual guidance for our everyday lives and actions. By a 
due attention to this Trestleboard we can not help but be 
happy ourselves and promote the happiness of others, as 
long as we obey the designs contained in it. 
 

“…Let the benign genius of the Mystic Art preside over 
our councils, and under her sway let us act with a 
dignity becoming the high moral character of our 
venerable institution.” 

 
Again, brethren, we should adhere to the guidance of the 
Great Architect, so while influenced by these principles we 
may hold our heads up high with dignity. Let the world see 
how Masonry makes a good man better, and let them say 
about us “there goes a Mason and a good man!” Let us 
remember that each and every one of us is someone’s 
impression of Masonry. 

Such is the nature of our opening Charge. In a sense it 
is a capstone, a culmination of our Ritual, even though it 
comes at the beginning of every meeting. Let us not 
trivialize its importance, or think to ourselves any longer 
that we are almost done with the opening. We should 
instead think of how important it really is to us. Let it serve 
as a constant reminder of what we are taught as Masons. 
Let us strive at each and every meeting to put away our 
“automatic” nature; to really listen to the words and 
lessons, to really hear the words and what they really mean 
to all of us, and finally, to really FEEL our Opening 
Charge. 

SO MOTE IT BE. 
 

 
 
HARRY S TRUMAN 
Provided by Stetson Hunt 
 
Our 33rd President (1945-1953). 
Born May 8th, 1884 - Died December 26th, 1972, at the 
age of 88. 

In 1901 he graduated from high school and worked at 
different jobs to help his family at home. In 1906, they 
moved to a farm and Harry worked there until he joined 
the army in 1917. He was discharged with the rank of 
Major in 1919. 

On February 9, 1909 he received the first degree and 
on March 18,1909 he was raised a Master Mason in Belton 
Lodge #540. Truman became letter perfect in the ritual of 
all three degrees, and later he started teaching the ritual 
and conferring the degrees. He also took part in degree 
work at other lodges. He was appointed Senior Deacon in 
1909 and elected Junior Warden in 1910. In 1911, he 
helped with the starting of a lodge in Grandview, Missouri, 
and was elected its first Master. Truman was active in 
Grandview Lodge and served as its Secretary from 1912 
until 1916. He was elected Master again in 1917, just 
before joining the Army. He was appointed District 
Deputy Grand Master in 1924. In 1925 he was elected 
Grand Lecturer and in 1930 was appointed to the Grand 
Lodge Line. In 1940, he became the Grand Master of 
Masons in Missouri. Harry became the second Masonic 
President to serve as a Grand Master. The first was 
Andrew Jackson who served as the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Tennessee. While he was Grand Master, 
the Missouri Lodge of Research was reorganized, and in 
1950, while President of the United States he was elected 
Master of that Lodge. 

Both of Harry’s grandfathers were Masons. His father 
was not. Truman’s brother and several nephews of his 
belonged to Grandview Lodge. His sister was Worthy 
Matron and in 1950 was Worthy Grand Matron of 
Missouri. 

In 1912, he joined the Scottish Rite Lodge of 
Perfection and Chapter of Rose Croix in Kansas City. He 
completed the Scottish Rite Degrees just prior to going on 
active duty in 1917. In 1919, he received the Chapter and 
Council degrees in Kansas City, and in 1923, he received 
the Orders of the Commandery in Palestine Commandery, 
Independence. On October 19, 1945, he was made a 33rd 
Degree Mason, the first President to receive that honor. 

President Truman was a member of the National 
Sojourners, an organization of Masons who were officers 
in the Armed Forces or Public Health Services. His 
Sojourner mail was always addressed to Col. Truman, 
White House. 

Brother Truman was a member of the Grand Council of 
the Order of DeMolay and was its Honorary Grand Master. 

In 1949, when he was installing the officers of the 
Grand Lodge of Missouri, he made this statement: “I 
consider it the highest honor that ever came to me to be the 
Grand Master of Masons in Missouri.” 

As President, he appointed Masons to places of high 
responsibility: the Supreme Court and the Cabinet, as well 
as the three pilots for the first Presidential plane. 

Harry Truman died on December 26, 1972 and was 
buried in the inner courtyard of the Truman Memorial 
Library at Independence on December 28, 1972. A 
Masonic burial service was conducted by the Grand Lodge 
of Missouri, with Grand Master W. Hugh McLaughlin in 
charge and giving the eulogy. He praised Truman as a 
man, as a politician, and a Mason. A twenty-one gun salute 
and “Taps” concluded the service. 
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For further reading on Brother and President Truman, 
start with the following, which are available from most 
sources of Masonic books: 
 
 Roberts, Allen E., Brother Truman: The Masonic Life 
and Philosophy of Harry S. Truman, Anchor 
Communications; 1985, ISBN: 0935633014 
 

Rogers, L. Randall, Our Masonic Presidents, Texian 
Press, Waco, TX, 1998. Available through the Texas 
Lodge of Research. 
 

 
 
The Junior Warden 
 
This year’s Junior Warden is Andrew Franklyn Hirst. 
Andy was born in Sacketts Harbor, New York, and has 
been married to Dorothy for forty-six years. They have 
two daughters, Debra and Marianne, and five 
grandchildren.  He is retired as a First Sergeant with 
twenty-six years of service and has been a tractor-trailer 
driver for sixteen years. 
 
Andy took his degrees in 1964 in Loo Choo Lodge #172, 
Koza, Okinawa, under the Grand Lodge of the Philippines. 
He affiliated with Saint James Lodge #102, Hampton, NH, 
in 1973, and served as W.M. of St. James in 1991. His 
service to the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire includes: 
Grand Steward, 1994; Grand Marshal; 1995-1998, 2000, 
and District Deputy Grand Lecturer for the First Masonic 
District, 1999. He is a member of the Scottish Rite Valleys 
of Portsmouth-Dover, NH, and Naha, Okinawa (Southern 
Jurisdiction); the York Rite in Exeter and Portsmouth, NH, 
the Shrine; the Order of Eastern Star in Hampton and in 
Kingston, NH, and the NH Police Square Club. He is 
presently S.W. of General William Whipple Military 
Lodge. 
 Andy is well known in New Hampshire for always 
having his pipe and his camera close at hand. 
 

 
 
The Working Tools of the 4th Degree 
[Given the Ladies at the Table event planned for February, 
we might well ponder this, which is attributed to Brother 
Rudyard Kipling.] 
 

The working tools of the Fourth Degree are the Fork, 
the Knife and the Tumbler 

The Fork is an implement by which even the most 
experienced Mason can secure, by reaching across the 
table, the most delicate and succulent morsels which adorn 
our Festive Board, to delight the eye and stimulate the 
jaded appetite. It is further used to convey the various 
portions to the aperture, which has been specifically 
designed to receive them, and which reduces all nutriment 
to a common level. More especially should it be used when 

partaking of peas, for if conveyed to the mouth by knife, 
these vegetable globules may become rather elusive. 

The Knife when properly ground and sharpened, can be 
used to dissect the Anatomy of the most venerable 
Rooster, divide and prepare the same into proper 
proportions to suit the aforementioned aperture, so that it 
may be filled to excess, and thus prevent the flow of 
Eloquence which at all times is the special characteristic of 
a Convivial Mason. 

The Tumbler enables us with accuracy and precision to 
ascertain and determine the quantity of Liquid which is 
most conducive to the preservation of our General 
Joviality, and although the Tumblers have not that mark 
known as pretty, yet the skilled craftsman can measure his 
tot by the Two or Three finger Rule. 

But as we have not met as Speculative but rather as 
Operative or Energetic Masons, it is the Moral conveyed in 
these emblems which we are most particularly requested to 
regard. 

In this sense the Fork points out that we should not at 
all times sit still and wait for that which we desire most, 
but should reach out, secure, and retain it, profiting by our 
opportunities and assimilating knowledge gained by our 
experience. Nor should we forget that there are things in 
life required to be looked after, lest we lose our grasp, and 
be lost beyond recall, and as the Prongs of the Fork are 
equal and mutually assist one another, being bound 
together in one complete nature, so we are equal when we 
met together as Masons, and the Fork should teach us to 
stand shoulder to shoulder and practice those four qualities 
which cannot be recommended too strongly to our notice - 
Straightforwardness in all our dealings with one another, 
Good Temper in our difference of opinion, Sympathy with 
the failings of a Brother and Fidelity to the Sacred Ties 
that Bind Us Together. 

The Knife teaches us the value of Assiduity, for as it 
requires to be sharp and in good order to cope with some 
of the problems which confront it, so we are taught to take 
care of our mental and corporeal faculties, so that we may 
not be left behind in the battle of life. It further teaches us 
not to cut off more than we can comfortably chew, but to 
limit our desires in every stage of life, and rising to 
eminence by merit we may live respected and die 
regretted. 

The Tumbler inculcates the necessity for moderation in 
all things, for as it has no graduated scale by which to 
measure its varied contents, the user must exercise his 
judgement, as to the quantity of liquid poured therein, so 
we are expected to ascertain and not exceed the limits of 
our internal economy - and as the Tumbler will only hold a 
certain quantity without detriment to its surroundings, so 
we must learn our capacity and thus avoid overflowing 
with untimely hilarity, or confusing our mental or physical 
powers, and as the Perfect Tumbler rings true whether it is 
empty or contains liquor, so should the Perfect Convivial 
Mason, ring true after labour in the Fourth Degree. A 
Cracked Tumbler is deposed and rejected. 

Thus the Working Tools of a Convivial Mason teach us 
to bear in mind and act according to the cardinal virtues of 
Prudence, and Temperance, so that should we be 
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summoned to drink the Junior Warden's Toast, after 
partaking of all the good things which a bounty of 
providence has provided us, we may arise and depart 
homewards with the gratifying testimony of a contented 
mind and an equal poise and clear head. 
 

 
 
Books 
 
The Grand Lodge of New Hampshire now has available 
two books that will be of particular interest to New 
Hampshire Masons. They can be ordered from 
 
  The Grand Lodge of New Hampshire 
  813 Beech Street 
  Manchester, NH  
  telephone: 603- 
  e-mail: <masonicglnh@juno.com> 
 

Historical Highlights of 
Freemasonry in New 
Hampshire: Millennium 
Edition. In 1989, for the 
200th Anniversary of our 
Grand Lodge, a short 
history of the Craft in New 
Hampshire was prepared 
by Stanley A. Johnson, 
P.G.M. For the year 2000, 
this history has been 
updated and reprinted in a 
hardcover edition. This is 
an indispensable reference 
for New Hampshire 
Masons, and contains a 

short history of the Craft in New Hampshire, biographical 
sketches of our Past Grand Masters, historical sketches of 
our Constituent Lodges, and a detailed chronology. 
Hardcover, 148 pages. $11.00 plus shipping, from the 
Grand Lodge office. 
 

New Hampshire Masonic 
Travel Guide. Published this 
year, and prepared by a 
committee of District Grand 
Officers, this book is a useful 
companion for the Masonic 
traveler in New Hampshire. 
It contains a list of all 
Lodges, Eastern Star 
Chapters, DeMolay Chapters 
and Rainbow Assemblies in 
New Hampshire, and a one-
page presentation on each 
Masonic Temple in New 
Hampshire, with the address, 

telephone number, a map, driving directions and a 
photograph of the building. Softcover, 77 pages. $4.00 
plus shipping from the Grand Lodge office. 
 

In 1992, Anniversary Lodge 
helped publish a book, First 
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American Born: The Life and 
Journal of Jonathan Belcher, 
the First-Known American-
Born Freemason, by David 
Crockett. A few copies of the 
book are still available from 
our Secretary, for $25.00. 
 The book is a biography 
of Jonathan Belcher (1681/2-
1757), who was born in a 
Massachusetts tavern and 
rose to become Royal 

overnor of Massachusetts and New Hampshire in the 
730’s. During a European tour in 1704, he became a 
reemason, and is therefore perhaps the first American-
orn Freemason. It also contains the journal kept by 
elcher during his European tour, and was the first time 

hat journal had appeared in print. It is recommended 
eading for anyone interested in Colonial history. 

 

he First Masonic Duty 

The first duty which an Entered Apprentice acknowledges 
s to improve himself in Masonry, yet how many do truly 
nd sincerely attempt to discharge that duty? What would 
e the success of a lawyer who would never again look 
nto the law books after his admission to the bar; a minister 
f the gospel who never read the Bible after ordination; a 
octor who never took up medical work after securing his 
heepskin; or a member of any other graduate studies? And 
et one finds Freemasons on every hand, pretending to be 
asonic lights, who never read! Some of them, perhaps, 

an repeat glibly certain portions of the ritual, but could 
ot give an intelligent interpretation of the same to save 
heir lives. Masonic reading is an essential part of the 
ducation of every Freemason.  It is never too late to begin 
ut always better to begin early." (From the Maryland 
aster Mason Handbook via the Maine Lodge of 
esearch) 

 



Suggestions About How To Do Interesting 
And Informative Masonic Research 
Paul M. Bessel, P.M. Civil War Lodge of Research No. 
1865 (Grand Lodge of Virginia), January 26, 2000 
 
#1 - Start with a Masonic Encyclopedia 
 

How should you start Masonic research? The answer is 
simple. If there is a question you have been wondering 
about, look up that topic and related topics in Coil's 
Masonic Encyclopedia and Mackey's Encyclopedia of 
Freemasonry, and other Masonic encyclopedias that you 
can find in Masonic libraries. Coil's is probably the best, 
because it is one volume, you can buy it and keep referring 
to it, and it is the one that is most current, having been 
revised in 1996 by Allen E. Roberts. 

Let us use a couple of examples. Have you ever 
wondered what the Hiram Abif legend is all about, and 
what it is supposed to teach us? You can use Coil's or 
Mackey's to look up Hiram Abif, or Hiramic Legend, or 
Rituals, or Masonic Rites, and you will find good basic 
information. Or have you been interested in who attacks 
Freemasonry and why? You can look up Anti-Masonry, 
Roman Catholicism, Mormons, and Morgan Affair, all of 
which will give you good information plus ideas for 
further reading. 

Or do you have trouble deciding what you want to 
research? Pick up Coil's or Mackey's and thumb through 
the pages. You will find some items that interest you, and 
you will get ideas about what you want to research. 
 
#2 - Think About Your Goals 
 

From the time you begin Masonic research, think about 
what your goals are. Some people enjoy doing research 
just for the sake of learning. That is fine, and if that is the 
category in which you find yourself, all you have to do is 
read whatever you wish. But what if you later decide that 
you have found some very interesting information, and that 
other Masons may be fascinated by what you have found? 
By the time you decide that, you may have to redo 
everything. 

So why not set a goal from the beginning that you may 
write an article about your research, or that you may put 
together a talk about it. Then, you should keep a record of 
what you have researched, and where, so you can 
document what you did. This will also give you a clear 
idea of where each lead led you, and you will be able to 
produce a good paper or talk about this subject. All you 
have to do is write down the title and author of each book 
you consulted, and where you found it, and a brief 
description of what you found there. 

Remember that there are thousands of Lodges and 
other Masonic groups, and millions of Masons, and among 
them there are many who will probably be interested in the 
same things that interest you. It will give you a good 
feeling to share your research with others, so keep track of 
what you learn. 
 

#3 - Use Basic Masonic Books 
 

In every field there are certain generally accepted, 
basic books and magazines, in addition to encyclopedias. 
Anyone doing research in these areas is expected to review 
what these books say about the topic you are researching, 
and you will undoubtedly benefit from looking up any 
topic in these books. 

For Freemasonry, these books include such works as 
Gould's History of Freemasonry Throughout the World, 
Bernard E. Jones' Freemasons' Guide and Compendium, 
Pick & Knight's Pocket History of Freemasonry, Knoop 
and Jones' Genesis of Freemasonry, Lippincott and 
Johnston's Masonry Defined, Joseph Fort Newton's The 
Builders, Hammond's What Masonry Means, Voorhis' 
Facts for Freemasons, Crowe's Things a Freemason 
Should Know, Claudy's Introduction to Freemasonry, 
Haywood's Great Teachings of Masonry, Denslow's 
10,000 Famous Freemasons, Allen E. Roberts' 
Freemasonry in American History, and Cerza'a Masonic 
Reader's Guide. Others could suggest additional basic 
Masonic books to consult. 

All these books are available in Masonic libraries, and 
some may be at your local public library. Many of them 
are still available for purchase from publishing firms. If 
you are already researching a particular subject, it will be 
helpful to you to consult these books. Or, if you have not 
selected a specific topic you want to investigate further, 
you can get good ideas for topics from looking at some of 
these basic Masonic books. 
 
#4 - Masonic Journals and Magazines 
 

Masons can find excellent sources of research in good 
Masonic journals and magazines. Some articles will give 
you an overview of large areas, and others will give you 
detailed information about very specific subjects. All will 
help round out the information you research in Masonic 
books. 

The most famous series of Masonic research journals 
are Ars Quatuor Coronatorum, which is usually referred to 
as "AQC." These are the transactions of Quatuor Coronati 
Lodge No. 2076 in London, the first and most famous 
research lodge in the world. They have published AQC 
annually since 1886, and each volume contains the texts of 
papers delivered at the lodge meetings, plus other long and 
short comments on Masonic subjects, and answers to 
questions, book reviews, and other material. 

A similarly well respected Masonic journal is the 
philalethes magazine, started in 1946 and now published 6 
times a year. It also includes long and short Masonic 
articles, book reviews, and interesting reader letters. 
Another excellent American Masonic research magazine, 
some feel the best ever, was The Builder, published from 
1915 through 1930 and available in some Masonic 
libraries. 

Other Masonic magazines have articles on subjects you 
may be researching, but the character and quality of some 
of the articles varies. These include the transactions or 
proceedings of research lodges, such as the American 
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Lodge of Research and the Texas Lodge of Research, and 
magazines published by various Masonic groups such as 
The Scottish Rite Journal (Southern Jurisdiction), The 
Northern Light (Northern Masonic Jurisdiction), The Royal 
Arch Mason, The Cryptic Mason, Knight Templar, and 
similar magazines. The Masonic Service Association 
produces many Short Talk Bulletins, Digests, and other 
materials that have good basic information on almost every 
subject in Freemasonry. 

Remember that Masonic magazine articles can be very 
helpful in Masonic research, but you should check several 
sources since each article is only as good as the person 
who wrote it. 
 
#5 - Make an Outline of Your Research 
 

How should you proceed when you are doing Masonic 
research? One very good method is to prepare an outline 
right after you read some basic information about a 
subject, and then revise your outline as you continue your 
research. 

For example, let's say you are researching Anderson's 
Constitutions of the Free-Masons, the first significant and 
influential book published about Freemasonry. After 
reading about it in Coil's or other encyclopedias and basic 
Masonic books, you could start preparing an outline that 
could include: I. Contents of Anderson's Constitutions, II. 
Events in Masonry and the World in the Early 1700's, III. 
Lasting Effects of Anderson's Constitutions. As your 
research progresses you can include more subcategories in 
your outline, and you can always revise or even rewrite 
your entire outline any time. 

How will this help? It will help you organize your 
thoughts, and reorganize them as you proceed. Having an 
outline will also give you a clearer idea of how you might 
present the results of your research if you decide to write a 
research paper or deliver a talk about your research topic. 

Having an outline will also be similar to having a 
skeleton. As you read and learn more, you can flesh out the 
details in your outline in an orderly and logical manner. 
This will make you a better researcher, and it will improve 
the work you are doing. 
 
#6 - Seeking Advice and Ideas from Others 
 

An excellent source of help in Masonic research, but 
one to use carefully, is talking, writing, or communicating 
in other ways with others. 

For example, if you are researching the meaning of a 
part of the Masonic ritual, it cannot hurt to talk with expert 
ritualists to get their ideas about the work they do. Even if 
a Mason comes up with an idea that is singular to him, that 
may be one of the most worthwhile ideas you find in all 
your research. It will also help you to talk about your 
ongoing research with several Masons whose opinions you 
respect, so they can tell you privately if you are forgetting 
something basic, or if you have failed to explore an area 
that is obvious to others but not you. It can also boost your 
confidence if others tell you they think you are producing 
an excellent research paper or talk. 

At the same time, you should be careful. There are 
many things that you will hear "everyone knows" that are 
simply untrue. It is amazing how many things fit this 
category. A simple example is that most Masons will say 
our numbers are decreasing primarily because the number 
of deaths of Masons is going up each year. This is not true, 
but "everyone knows" it. In fact, one source of good 
Masonic research ideas is to take some things that are 
assumed to be true and test them with your research. Has 
the Masonic ritual remained the same for centuries? Have 
catechisms always been used to teach Masonry? Does the 
Master of a Lodge always wear a hat? You and other 
Masons may be surprised to learn the true answers to these 
and other questions. 

So remember to talk with others during your research, 
and get all the advice you can, but at the same time 
remember that even if many people give you similar 
advice, that does not mean what they tell you is correct. 
Always be skeptical. 
 
#7 - Keep Track of Sources and Give Them to Others 
 

As you do Masonic research, you will probably find 
information that is surprising to some others. It may even 
make some people uncomfortable to hear the facts you 
discover. You will be more believable if you keep a careful 
record of the sources of the facts you find in your research, 
and if you give those sources to those who read or hear 
what you say. 

In written research papers, sources can be given in 
several ways. You can include sources right in your paper, 
such as saying, "Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia says the 
Grand Orient is the largest Masonic body in France." If 
you don't want to include references directly, you could 
put your sources in parentheses, or in footnotes. The 
advantage of footnotes is that they allow those who are 
interested in your sources to find them, while those who 
are not so interested will not be bothered with that 
information when they may be interested only in what you 
have found. Some prefer to put their notes in footnotes, 
which appear at the bottom of the page, and some prefer 
endnotes, where the sources are given at the end of an 
article, chapter, or book. Some authors place additional 
information, in addition to their sources, in their footnotes 
or endnotes, if they feel this additional information may be 
of interest but is not important enough to be in the article 
itself. 

It is also a good idea to include a bibliography at the 
end of any Masonic research you do. You can tell others 
what books and articles you found to be most important in 
preparing your research, and you can give them guidance 
for further study. 

Credibility should be important to you when you do 
Masonic research, for otherwise your readers or listeners 
may conclude that you are giving ideas you made up or 
heard from unreliable sources. You can help others and 
yourself by keeping track of the sources of your 
information, and giving your source information to others. 
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#8 - Be Willing to Change Your Mind 
 

We all have some ideas about most subjects, and often 
Masons begin Masonic research with the goal of proving 
things, such as how important Freemasonry was in the life 
of George Washington, or how Masons were innocent in 
the Morgan Affair and the Antimasonic excitement of the 
1820's and 1830's. Sometimes, as we continue our research 
we find that our initial ideas are not correct. Do not be 
disappointed, as this proves that your research is working 
just as it should. 

None of us should be afraid to learn more, and we 
should all be prepared to change our minds as we learn 
more. A standard Masonic research effort may become 
much more interesting and useful if we find information 
that surprises us and others because it goes against 
common thoughts. Masonic research that is merely an 
attempt to prove an initial idea, despite what the evidence 
shows, is not reputable. 

There is no harm, and it is a good idea, to write down 
your initial thoughts before you begin your research, or 
after you have learned just a little about it. As you research 
more, you can review your thoughts and revise them, and 
you may find it more interesting how you move from 
certain ideas to others as the evidence moves you. 

Remember that your initial thoughts on a Masonic 
research topic may also be the thoughts of most other 
Masons. So, if you find evidence that changes your mind, 
you should be especially careful to be able to prove to 
others that their ideas also need to be revised. This should 
be done in a logical and careful manner, so others can 
discover the facts just as you did. 
 
#9 - Make Your Research Interesting and Relevant 
 

All research is probably useful to someone, but there is 
a difference between learning more about a topic, such as 
what date a particular event took place, and another such 
as what are the standards used to decide who are regular 
Masons and why. One may be completely boring and of no 
relevance, while the other can be interesting, important, 
and useful as we make decisions today. 

As you are doing Masonic research, keep thinking of 
what you might include in an article or talk about your 
topic. If you come up with a talk about this subject, would 
the members of your lodge be interested in hearing what 
you have to say? Would you be excited to tell them what 
you have learned? If you cannot give definite affirmative 
answers to these questions, perhaps you should change 
what you are doing. Instead of trying to find out all the 
details of the life of a past Master of your lodge, maybe 
you should be working harder to find parallels between the 
issues he faced and the decisions he made, and the issues 
and decisions we face today. How did the ideals of 
Freemasonry help him in the past, and how can our study 
of them and how they were applied in the past help us 
today? 

Keep asking yourself what your research says that 
affects Freemasons today. Remember that those who read 
research papers, or who listen to Masonic talks, do that 

voluntarily. They have other things they could be doing, so 
you should show them that they are using their time 
constructively when they read or listen to the results of 
your research. We often hear talk of the "lost word" in 
Freemasonry. Some feel that lost word is "relevance." We 
should keep thinking about whether we are doing work 
that is relevant, useful, and important. 
 
#10 - Masonic Libraries and Computer Resources 
 

Some Masons are worried that they do not have enough 
money or space for large Masonic libraries in their homes, 
and they do not know where or how they can find other 
resources for Masonic research. However, every Mason in 
America can do Masonic research right where they are. 

There are many large and small Masonic libraries 
throughout the United States. Some of the largest are in 
Philadelphia, Boston, New York, Washington, and other 
large cities. Masons may be surprised to find out where the 
largest Masonic library in the United States is located, in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. And there are also excellent Masonic 
libraries in several cities in Montana, Texas, Michigan, 
Illinois, Georgia, and many other places. Some Masonic 
libraries may be hidden treasures, including many 
maintained by individual lodges or Scottish Rite bodies 
that are hardly known or used. Any Mason should be able 
to ask around to find out where you can find a Masonic 
library nearby. 

Another great source of Masonic research information 
is the growing body of Masonic material in computer 
libraries. For a relatively small amount of money you can 
have a computer and modem, and a subscription to an 
internet service provider. Then, you can type a few 
commands into your computer, and you will find that 
thousands of excellent Masonic files can be downloaded 
onto your computer screen or printed on paper in your own 
home. For example, the Compuserve Masonry Forum has 
arranged scores of research material into categories such as 
Masonic history, Scottish Rite, York Rite, and many other 
subjects. You can also get help from hundreds or 
thousands of other Masons if you ask a question on a 
research topic on a Masonic listserv, which is similar to a 
bulletin board that can be read by any Mason with a 
computer, any place in the world. Just ask what each 
jurisdiction does about one-day classes, and what Masons 
think about this, and you will see how much information 
you receive in response. 

So, never fear that you cannot have access to Masonic 
research information. It is available to everyone, and 
sometimes it is as much fun finding the information as it is 
when you obtain it. 
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If I were a Mason... 
I would never be a stranger in any town or city. 

. I would be a part of the history of freedom in my 
country. 
. I could work for the better future of mankind. 
. I would know the secrets that inspired the world's 
greatest leaders. 
. I could be confident of the future, even beyond the 
grave. 
 

Roger M. Firestone 
Past Master, National-Stansbury-Dawson Lodge 
#12, FAAM of DC 
Musician/Lodge Education. Officer, Henry 
Lodge #57, AF&AM of VA, Fairfax 
(from an discussion of advertising slogans for 
the Craft on the freemasonry-list listserv in 
November 1998) 

 

 
 
Preparing A Masonic Research Paper 
Brother George Woolmer, PGSt, Grand Librarian (South 
Australia) 
 
Introduction 
 

A structured approach in the preparation of a Masonic 
research paper - is it worth the effort? 

Yes. Almost every Mason who is deciding if this paper 
is worth reading has, regarding Freemasonry, probably one 
thought to the fore. Its good. 

What is it, anyway, that makes Freemasonry worth 
worrying about? 

I think that Freemasonry was established in an age of 
appalling darkness as a force to help liberate humankind. 
To help bring about a decent life for all. To help improve 
society. 

Independently minded thinkers in those brutal times 
must have concluded that the only way to overcome 
ignorance and totalitarianism was to hand to the masses the 
light of knowledge. To hand it to each individual, to shift 
him or her from dependence to independence. And not just 
literacy and ‘scientific facts’, but a code to live by; one 
intrinsically of the highest ethic. The brotherhood of Man. 

The only way to gain new knowledge is by research. In 
those times, when almost everyone was illiterate, the 
Church and its vassal kings banned research, often under 
the pain of death. But nevertheless the Enlightenment, 
aided by Freemasons – as individuals, not lodges - 
dawned. 

The ‘abiding characteristics of the Craft’, wrote the 
Masonic researcher Daynes (16), are ‘knowledge, truth and 
light’. 

Today the Masonic researcher almost always looks 
inward. Here, perhaps, is a clue as to why present Masonic 
organisations are faltering. Self inspection, of course, can 
bring benefits. A better understanding of the movement 
must be one factor in its resurgence. Masonic decisions 

based on anything but authentic knowledge are always 
disastrous. But that decision-making must include the 
wider world. 

For the humanist there is a much more forceful, more 
pressing reason: the majority of the world’s people still 
live in ignorance, poverty and fear. They live under 
dictators. A liberal education, liberty, equality and 
fraternity, and hence democracy, the innate messages of 
the Masonic movement, have been and are being denied 
them. 

Freemasonry is still the only world-wide voluntary 
organisation concerned with the overall improvement of 
the individual. That’s its value. That’s its mission. It’s a 
task far from finished. 

That, I think, is the fundamental reason for a person to 
deliver good Masonic research papers. In the immediate 
sense Masonic research will help overcome in-house blind 
spots, misapprehension and uncertain policy - never 
underestimate the power of the pen. But overall they will 
help strengthen the movement. 

An enlightened Freemasonry will, in turn, be better 
placed to reach into those places still dark. 

The individual researcher, of course, in return for his 
work receives basic rewards. The personal ones include the 
thrill of exploring the unknown, and the mastering of 
topics by synthesising various elements. But the major 
benefit comes from knowing that he is helping to advance 
the great Masonic movement.  
 
Reality 
 

The researcher enters the realm of the unknown and 
therefore the realm of potential change, conflict and 
controversy. He enters the ‘real’ world. The real world 
includes that of the turmoils of religion, politics and in-
house conflict. 

The movement, wisely, forbids the discussion of 
religion and politics in the Masonic scene. In-house 
conflict, also, is thought by some to be ‘unmasonic’. Many 
Masonic writers, however, think that they may not enter 
into these regions at all. But if they are not examined - in 
the historical perspective, for example - then the 
movement ends up with flawed information. What will 
have been learned? Mistaken routes will again be charted. 
The result is predictable. 

Progress always springs from the few. As for in-house 
conflict it is not uncommon for members of the majority to 
accuse the critics of disloyalty. Critics, therefore, need to 
work from evidence. They need a case. They need to 
research. 

It must always be borne in mind that in this context 
what one writes becomes public property. Therefore it 
must not only be clear and understandable, it must be as 
truthful as one can achieve.  

This raises the point that when dealing with any 
multifaceted subject or issue there will not be one ‘correct’ 
answer. There will be one for each facet, with overall 
‘correctness’ decreasing as the number of facets increases. 
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What the seeker-after-truth needs to do is easily said 
but hard to achieve: to study detail but to see the whole. 
And vice versa. Then he must fathom the reality. 

Of pivotal import to the sincere researcher/distributor 
of knowledge are many taken-for-granted statements given 
out by generations of conventional ‘experts’. It is almost 
always conveniently forgotten that breakthroughs are often 
made at the expense of orthodoxy. The orthodox almost 
always bitterly resist the new - it challenges the very roots 
of their ownership of authority. The challenger is often a 
single person, and has to be enormously resourceful even 
to get his material heard, especially in the in-house 
situation.  

Here are two examples of questionable statements with 
which everybody is deluged: 
�� Freemasonry is a child of the English, and certainly 

not the Scots.  
�� Freemasonry has no connection with, and certainly 

does not unfold from, Knight Templary.  
I think that the researcher has to read widely, 

particularly of new works, and certainly outside of the 
Masonic club of writers. Of course one cannot challenge 
all; but at the same time one does not have to be a slave to, 
dare I say, political/historical ‘correctness’. 

The careful researcher enters at this point. As he is 
producing a factual and, within the bounds, he has set, a 
truthful document, he must approach it in the same 
manner. A quality product stems from a quality effort. If 
he is concerned about his paper and its effects, particularly 
in the wider view, he will treat it with attention and care. 
The results will be worth the effort.  
 
Beginnings 
 

I concluded that the problem faced in preparing this 
paper could be formulated by the question, ‘How best 
could the features of a strong Masonic research paper be 
presented?’ The problem so encapsulated provided the aim 
- to explain the features of a strong Masonic research 
paper. 

This decided, the paper’s sub-aims could then be 
established: to explore in turn types of papers, the research 
paper’s framework and the Masonic research paper. Foci 
here would include components, topics, content, sources of 
information and methodology. Further, under method or 
practicalities, an examination would be made of timing, 
note making and note organising. Writing would include 
English, composition and drafts. A production section 
would complete the work. 

To gain the information needed to prepare the paper I 
did several things. As a former teacher in an area which 
included social research, together with its recording by 
both report and paper, I reviewed some of my notes and 
thoughts. I also drew on experience gained from 
undertaking nine tertiary awards. I then returned to 
university manuals on how to prepare papers at that level. I 
drew upon my experience as a published compiler and 
writer of text books and histories and, finally, my Masonic 
reading and writing experience. 

Research Papers 
 

All writing can be classified to be of four types 
(McCall:6) - exposition or explanation, argument, 
description, and narrative or story telling. The academic 
writer’s approach (Clanchy & Ballard:70) differs from all 
other in that it is analytical, objective, intellectual and 
rational. This is in contrast to approaches which are 
impressionistic, subjective, emotional or polemical. The 
academic tone, also, is serious, impersonal and formal, 
rather than conversational, personal or colloquial. 

The Masonic academic author can produce three core 
types of paper or discourse - the essay, the research paper 
and the thesis. The essay reworks old material. The 
research paper presents the results of original research. The 
thesis puts forward an exceptionally sound case for a 
particular proposition or theory.  

The essay is by far the commonest form of Masonic 
academic writing, and can be routinely seen in the form of 
papers produced by Grand Lodge lecturers. The result is 
generally used for mass teaching. But the essay may be 
given a more immediately vital focus, for example to 
supply information for the upgrading of the organisation. 

Research papers are scarce. Something that should be 
produced by all Masonic thinkers, they are often mainly 
associated with research lodges; but even here the essay 
vies with the research paper. 

The Masonic thesis is rare. Anyone with the motive, 
ability, means and, perhaps, the academic qualifications 
can attempt one, but such people appear to be 
exceptionally thin if not entirely absent on the Masonic 
ground. 

All Masonic research writers need to produce their 
papers at the academic level. The research lodge’s singular 
responsibility lays with the production of such work. It is 
with the research paper that this paper is concerned. 

Research papers fall into two main groups: book 
research - the armchair research paper - and the 
practical/non-book or fieldwork research paper. These 
inquiry papers seek to produce sufficient evidence to prove 
the researcher’s argument or point to his peers. From them 
might flow anything from the rewriting of an historical 
benchmark to the remodelling of a craft’s government. 

Of Masonic research papers the armchair type is the 
one almost always produced. The material or evidence is 
drawn from the books and papers of others, but the pieces 
are linked in a new way to produce an original result. The 
work throws new light on an old subject, or leads to a new 
conclusion, perhaps overthrowing a point or position 
previously regarded as fact. 

The Masonic fieldwork research paper, infrequently 
encountered, sees its author venturing into the world. He 
makes notes, asks questions, surveys, samples, talks to 
people, takes photographs, makes measurements and 
burrows into unpublished records. Like the academic 
researcher he is looking for material to fulfil his aim or 
evidence to test his theory - or just rabbiting away - but in 
a manner which may also see him tearing his raincoat or 
receiving the odd nasty look. The field researcher, of 
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course, often uses already published material, but as a 
secondary source only. 
 
The Research Paper Framework 
 

The layout or framework of an effective research paper 
has, over generations of trial and error, been evolved into a 
useful and tight form. There are many variations, of 
course, but given here (Appendix A) is the core of a 
common and straightforward approach. 

The layout of a research paper in outline consists, for 
the first part, of preliminaries and introduction. Then 
follows the main body, composed of findings, analysis, 
conclusions and recommendations. Lastly come the 
bibliography and appendix. 

To expand: the paper begins with a title, which grows 
out of the paper’s aim. The preliminaries follow, including 
a statement of the problem or question to be answered. The 
reason for this problem needing attention may be given - 
this is the work’s rationale. Then follows the paper’s aim - 
the question put in positive form. Sub-aims, which sort the 
aim into workable parts, follow. 

An introduction (not a preface, or blurb, which may or 
may not be used; if so, right at the beginning), comes next. 
Here are placed definitions, any background information 
the author might feel compelled to give, and the research 
method used. 

The paper early supplies definitions so that that there is 
a better chance of agreement on the meanings of various 
key terms used. Definitions applying to the present paper 
include 
�� A Masonic paper is any paper or dissertation dealing 

with a Masonic subject. 
�� A Masonic academic paper is a paper which presents 

some matter, such as a point of view or conclusion, in 
a manner which makes it potentially acceptable to the 
scholar or scientist. 

�� A Masonic essay is an academic paper which does not 
present new information but reworks old; it can serve 
all the usual functions of writing; for example 
explaining, teaching or arguing.  

�� A Masonic research paper is an academic paper which 
presents new information, together with the methods 
and evidences used. 

Necessary in any serious paper all the above parts are 
but preparatory matters leading to the primary or basic 
information, or main body. The first part of this, called the 
findings, relate what the research found. This is followed 
by an analysis, where the findings are examined. Flowing 
logically from the analyse are the conclusions. The main 
body’s end may find recommendations - whether they are 
included or not depends on the audience for which the 
paper is designed. A committee, for example, may wish to 
cast its own. A short summary may follow, together with a 
suitable ending for the work. No matter at which point a 
paper finished an ending paragraph must be used. 

After the ending of its discussion, the research paper 
has a bibliography and appendix. 
 

The Substance Of The Masonic Research Paper 
 

Experience strongly shows that a paper’s title should 
be to the point. It needs succinctly to describe what the 
paper is about - rather than being ‘smart’ in some way. It 
may, also, have a more detailed or explanatory subtitle. 

The subject matter, issue or topic addressed by a 
Masonic research paper can arise from the whole range of 
humankind’s inquiry. It will, of course, be from or reflect a 
Masonic perspective. It may range from the purely 
theoretical to the totally practical; for example the number 
of symbols in the second degree to whether the moving of 
lodges into a few centralised complexes would bring an 
overall long term good or bad result. The paper can 
indulge a personal curiosity or it can be a response to an 
urgent call for down-to-earth help. It answers a problem. 

No matter what the problem may be, however, it must 
be clearly stated, defined and limited as an aim The aim, it 
has been found from centuries of scientific writing, is best 
evolved by first precisely stating what the problem is. 
What is the researcher setting out to solve? This is the 
foundation upon which the whole inquiry is built: all 
inquiries can and should be reduced to what is called a 
‘problem’. It is no use if someone produces a paper only to 
find that it wanders, and that its conclusion does not match 
the problem, the lack of knowledge, which triggered it. 

So: a problem should be articulated. It always takes the 
form of a one-sentence, precise and limited question, 
complete with question mark. For a South Australian 
example consider: "Did the types of regalia worn by Grand 
Lodge officers in the South Australian Craft from 1884 to 
1994 remain the same?". This enunciation excludes all 
other crafts found in Australia in general, and South 
Australia in particular, with its Irish, Women & Co-
Masonic crafts, all with headquarters overseas. It looks at a 
certain time period. It is an answerable question. 

From this problem statement the researcher’s aim is 
derived automatically. In this case it is "To find if the types 
of regalia worn by Grand Lodge officers in the South 
Australian Craft from 1884 to 1994 remained the same.". 
The aim expresses a single idea. It takes the form of a 
single sentence, with no ‘ands’, and it begins with the 
word ‘to’. Having nailed down the aim sub-aims are 
established. Some will be obvious and others may emerge 
during the investigation. Some may drop out. Each, as 
usual, takes the form of a single sentence, and begins "To 
find...".  

A set of sub-aims for the above, for example, might be: 
(1) "To find the types of regalia worn by serving Grand 
Lodge officers from 1884 to 1994." 
(2) "To find the types of regalia worn by past serving 
Grand Lodge officers from 1884 to 1994." 
(3) "To find the types of regalia worn by past conferred 
rank Grand Lodge officers from 1884 to 1994." 

And perhaps -  
(4) "To find the limit of Grand Lodge tolerance of 
Grand Lodge to regalia differences from 1884 to 
1994." 
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By this stage a number of key words have been 
invoked. Unfortunately what each means to one person 
may be different to what it means to another. Definitions, 
therefore, are vital. Here, for example, consider the terms 
‘type’, ‘regalia’, ‘South Australian Craft’, ‘Grand Lodge 
officer’, ‘Past Grand Lodge officer’, and ‘conferred rank 
Grand Lodge officer’. 

The author may now wish to supply some general or 
background information. This is anything which does not 
fit anywhere else. He may wish, for example, to discuss, 
after noting that this is a diversion from the aim, the 
history of regalia in general in South Australia. Or he may 
wish to become more theoretical, and mention hypotheses, 
or guesses at the major conclusion, or why he chose the 
topic, problems which arose in its research - anything. 
Whatever may be brought in here, however, has to be in 
extremely brief form. 

The methodology or method or methods used in the 
research should now be touched upon. With non-earth 
shaking Masonic academic book research little if any 
mention is usually needed. This scene changes, however, if 
the author wishes to produce a high level paper, 
particularly if it is going to be controversial. A practical 
research project needs to note the various approaches used 
- questionnaires, interviews, on-the-spot observations, 
examination of letter files, and so on. There is always a 
major method, and there are often two or more minor ones. 
All must be mentioned. They explain how the findings 
were gained, which casts the conclusions in a more 
positive light, and give the paper more authority. 

The findings merely set out the primary results of 
research - the raw data. They are divided into natural 
sections, one for each sub-aim. If there are, for example, 
four sub-aims then there will be a four-section finding. 
These sections are placed in the order of the sub-aims. 
Upon the experience and evidence gained in the 
investigation a sub-aim or two might now be added or 
deleted. Any raw statistics, depictions and so on, are 
placed in the findings. 

Having assembled the results analysis can now take 
place. If, however, the work stops here the paper is an 
account or short report. Such reports are handed on for 
others to analyse. The Masonic research paper author, 
however, usually analyses- and feels mightily compelled 
to. 

The analysis is that component of the paper where 
findings are worked on. The assembled information is 
broken down. The order of analysis follows the order of 
findings. Each finding must receive attention. Numbers are 
usually converted to percentages. Tables, graphs and the 
like may be needed. No matter what else this is where the 
discussion takes place. Critical examination occurs. Pros 
and cons are weighed. Evaluations are made. Trends are 
noted. 

And so the ability to draw conclusions is attained. The 
writing from now on includes no new information, no new 
workings, and no new discussion and no new points - it is 
entirely focussed on answering the aim and sub-aims. As 
with the foregoing sections the conclusions follow the sub-
aims, one by one. The aim’s determination is at hand. Each 

sub-aim is answered with one conclusion. Each conclusion 
is rendered by one sentence. 

The basic conclusion, the answer to the main aim, is 
now apparent. Written in one sentence it answers the 
work’s problem. 

Triumph marks its writing. 
The researcher may or may not go on to make 

recommendations. If he does then they must relate directly 
to the problem which generated the paper. More 
particularly, they must relate to the problem’s context and 
to the particular audience at which the paper is aimed. If 
there is a tight problem statement - and hence aim - then 
the context will need little attention. The audience, 
however, is another matter - differing audiences require 
differing recommendations. The author may wish to 
produce varieties of his paper for various audiences 
(Teitelbaum:5). Planners, for example, will need relatively 
little in the way of recommendations regarding ceremony.  

Each conclusion must produce at least one 
recommendation; it will probably produce several. Each 
recommendation is rendered in a single sentence. 

No matter at which point the author stops he may wish 
to include a summary. An ending paragraph of some 
description must be present. This will be in an upbeat tone. 

The writing is now finished; but the paper is not. A 
bibliography is essential. All the documents, texts, people 
and other material consulted are listed. The researcher will 
prepare two lists - firstly, the primary sources inquired 
into, and then the secondary sources. The prime sources 
are the original, unpublished ones - documents, people and 
so on consulted. The secondary lists names of all the 
published works referred to. With the field work paper the 
primary bibliography will exceed the secondary. Each is 
listed in alphabetical order, with the usual sequence of a 
notation being surname, initial, title, publisher, city and 
date. 

Last comes the appendix. Placed here are all relevant 
documents, materials, names of people consulted, 
clippings and so on, referred to in the text, the detail of 
which is thought to be important. Anything not referred to 
is omitted - unless it is now seen to be a valuable addition - 
in which case insert a reference to it in the text. The 
appended material is labelled, top right, by capital letters: 
Appendix A, Appendix B, etc. Each must be noted in the 
text, e.g., see Appendix C. 

The presentation or final appearance of the paper will 
include in-text references to sources. These are placed 
within the text (insert references), at the foot of the page 
(foot references), or at the end (end references). The latter 
two are referred to by placing small numbers in the text. 
Insert references usually give the author and page number 
while the end reference is extended to name of book and 
date of publication. The insert reference is the modern 
way, as it is both direct and easy. Footnotes can also be 
used, which expand on some detail or point; these succinct 
pieces can also be placed at the end, becoming endnotes. 

The paper’s length, also, is a crucial factor. There can 
be the complete, all encompassing paper, a condensed 
version for limited time reading, or an outline-only precis. 
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Manuals on the preparation of cogent scholarly texts 
can be found in educational or university bookshops. No 
serious Masonic writer should be without one next to his 
dictionary and thesaurus. 
 
The Masonic Topic 
 

A research topic may be obtained by commission or 
choice. Avoid the mistake of choosing something ‘hard’ 
because it might make a big impression. It is better to stay, 
at least at first, within one’s special interest and knowledge 
fields. 

Topics can range from the purely academic, no 
apparent practical application, to the totally pragmatic. 

It is here argued that, although perhaps rewarding to 
the self, a humdrum topic such as ‘Masonic Aprons’ (or 
‘The Senior Deacon’, or ‘The Ashlars’) should not be at 
the limit of a Masonic paper writer’s, and particularly a 
researcher’s, ambition. Such pieces, of course, might add 
something to Masonic knowledge - but in well known and 
possibly low priority areas. Rather, it is argued that if 
someone is going to spend considerable time on research it 
should be at the cutting edge. Look at the - why not the 
local? - movement’s needs. Start at the real boundaries of 
published knowledge. Plan to move firmly into the 
unknown; the infinite, exciting unknown. Compare a space 
walk to adding another stitch to the well known quilt. 

The topic once chosen, list the reasons for doing so, 
and the purpose to which the results will be directed. This 
will help clarify and sharpen thinking on the topic. 

It can be argued that, because the Craft is experiencing 
a time of great need, a large proportion of research time 
should be put to pragmatic purpose. How can the 
movement be helped?  
 
Some examples - 
 
1. Ways in which the local constitution Freemasonry could 
be improved. 
 
2. The proportion of ‘upper class’ men/leaders in local 
state Freemasonry, per decade, from the local ‘beginning’ 
to the present (and lessons to be drawn). 
 
3. The division of local state Freemasonry into ‘successful’ 
and ‘non-successful’ periods (and lessons to be drawn). 
 
4. The real aims or functions which have been adopted by 
or thrust upon local state Freemasonry since ‘the 
beginning’ to the present. 
 
5. Should the organisation be mainly giving to or 
rewarding its members, or should it be mainly taking or 
pressuring, for example for money for charity (to improve 
‘community image’)? 
 
6. Why do men join (and leave) Freemasonry? 
 
7. In Victoria - the effect of selling local halls coupled with 
the introduction of ‘centers’. 

 
8. In South Australia - the effects of the Masonic 
Foundation upon SA Freemasonry. 
 
9. In New South Wales - the effect of Chapter taking over 
orders such as the Mark. 
 

But behind this practical search lies a deeper one; a 
theoretical one. The quest for the reason for Freemasonry’s 
existence. The quest for Freemasonry’s soul. What is its 
Aim? What are its Landmarks? The true Masonic 
researcher must always be exploring both theory and 
practice. Both need to be grappled with. We need to know 
who we are before we can know what to do. 
 
Content 
 

Having decided upon the topic of the research essay the 
content of such papers may be looked at. First, the 
researcher must, as noted, develop exactly his aim. He 
must know what he wants to say. If he does not clarify 
these for himself his paper will be a mess. Then he begins 
to work out the topic’s main parts and features, to ensure 
that each is covered. 

An author must always work from the familiar to the 
unfamiliar (Westland:97). He has to determine what is 
generally known, and go from there to the unknown. Clear 
steps along the way should be mapped for the reader. 
Concrete - real - examples, should be used, rather than 
abstractions. 

In almost all cases the research paper should not be 
written in the first person (I, myself). In particular personal 
emotion should be excluded. An impersonal text is not 
only the academic way, it is the most effective. It needs to 
be worded for publication; if it is to be also read then the 
author can, with ease, ad lib the text to the personal mode.  

The paper needs to be exact and precise in both main 
points and detail. All the key ideas and key terms 
(Turabian:5) must be covered. Pretentiousness cannot be 
present. All which is commonly known (Gondin & 
Mammen:61) should be eliminated. Anything which is not 
to the point must be removed ruthlessly. Alternative points 
of view which may be encountered have to be taken 
seriously. If they stand under test then the researcher must 
adjust his thinking and modify his work accordingly. No 
exaggerated claims or sweeping assertions should be 
made. All unusual statements must be qualified. Caution 
must accompany the drawing of any conclusion. 

The paper is referenced throughout; it is a rare 
nonreferenced paper that can be taken seriously. 
 
Getting Information 
 

It is possible to produce even a seminal paper using no 
sources - it might, for example, stem from a sudden flash 
of insight. Almost all research papers, however, draw upon 
sources. Researchers need to read widely, and not only in 
their immediate field - the greater their sweep the greater 
their insight. Skim reading (O’Mara, et al:24) can be an 
aid. Material which appears to be of interest can be noted, 
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articles photocopied and clippings collected. An ideas file 
can be established. 

It is to the Masonic researcher’s advantage to have 
some knowledge of what is in the libraries, including those 
of the universities. He should, of course, have a good 
working knowledge of the contents of the local Grand 
Lodge’s library. In particular some familiarity with the 
transactions or proceedings of research lodges and study 
groups seems a must. 

Texts parading disputable statements which are poorly 
substantiated need to be treated with great caution. The 
researcher needs to scrutinise all texts as best he can; here, 
prior involvement in the field is an advantage; but should 
never stand in the way of opening new gates.  

But the researcher goes beyond the realm of the 
published. He enters the realm of interviewing, surveying, 
document searching and all the rest. He will find out what 
non-library records and materials reside at the state 
Masonic Center. 

It is of fundamental importance that records are kept of 
all investigations, dealings and findings. These should be 
filed or shelved in some manner - not shoved in a box 
which is relegated to the shed. These files enable a relevant 
paper’s authenticity to stand against criticism. In the wider 
sense the researcher is building his own, specialist or 
otherwise, reference bank. 

When someone else’s work is quarried this must be 
made clearly known, both in the text and in the 
bibliography. If this is not done then stealing has occurred. 
At the same time deception is being practiced - the writer 
is allowing others to think that the unreferenced material is 
his own work. The complete paper of another person must 
never be taken and passed off as one’s own; this is 
plagiarism at its worst and is, of course, despicable. 
 
Methods 
 

The method by which research plans are turned into 
reality is the researcher’s decision, but it will include 
several basic elements. 

Timing, perhaps, is the chief. Generally the time spent 
in preparation of a paper (Anderson:10) on defining the 
problem and collecting information is 60%, getting out the 
first draft 20%, and revising and refining 20%. 

Above all, the paper’s deadline must be confirmed. 
Then, even if it is a year or two away, how can the time 
from the decision to research to the deadline best be used? 
A written task schedule, check list and timetable should be 
made immediately.  

The availability of sources must be established as soon 
as is possible - it is no good lamenting, for example, that 
letters have not been answered, or that a prime informant is 
away on holiday. All major calls upon the researcher’s 
time should be accounted for in the timetable. Times when 
work can be done should be identified. As a result the 
researcher’s mind can be put at rest by the setting of 
project stages and their due dates. 

Note making is critical - it is from notes that the paper 
will proceed. The methods of noting include writing, audio 
taping and visual recording. Note making should begin 

from the instant the paper is decided upon. Thoughts 
should be jotted down at once. When information is 
obtained it should be noted at once, together - and this 
important - with its source and date. 

The physical aspect of noting is also important. Notes 
can be made on note paper in the order in which the 
information is secured, or sectioning can occur; say one 
page for detail A, another for detail B, and so on. Another 
sectioning method is to make each note on a separate note 
card. 

When noting both primary documents and published 
texts there are a number of steps which, if taken, will make 
life easier later. In the case of texts always record the 
author’s name, the publisher, the city and the date; and 
directly onto each notation. Separate each note which 
somehow varies from the rest, either by using cards or 
leaving blank lines on the note paper.  

Always write the page number from which the note 
was obtained in the margin, next to every note - even if the 
same number is repeatedly used on the same note page. If 
this is not done then should the note be later used the 
writer has to - frustratingly - return to the source.  

When interviewing, phoning included, always record 
the interviewee’s name, address and the date. 

Getting the notation correct is of prime importance. It 
should be a condensation, paraphrase or quotation. If a 
quotation is made always add quotation marks - otherwise 
later it will not be certain if the piece is a quotation or not. 
It must also be certain that all within the quotation marks is 
an exact copy. 

The bibliography - in full - should be made as notating 
proceeds; this will save much chagrin later. Material which 
might be appended - the appendix - should be collected or 
compiled as it is met. 

The investigation is over. The paper can be produced.  
 
Getting It All Together 
 

Note organisation is the first step. There are ways of 
notemaking which allows their easy separation in due 
course. The familiar one is to use small cards - each for a 
different detail. When the paper is being composed the 
cards can be shuffled about in any way desired. 

The present writer’s method, which seems to be 
straightforward but unique, is to make notes on ordinary 
pad paper, leaving a line between each set. When the paper 
is ready to be assembled, that is, written, slips of paper 
bearing all the headings and subheadings are arranged in 
gapped order on a table. A sheet of notes - author color 
coded down the margin - is then cut up. Each now 
separated note slip placed in its appropriate position. If the 
original notes are wanted intact then photocopies are 
dissected. 

After note slip distribution has proceeded for some 
time new subheadings may be seen to be needed, or some 
different sequential order seen better. Such improvements 
to the paper come easily, because the whole of its content 
is being worked on at the one time, and the whole layout 
can be seen at a glance. 
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When the assembling is done a sheet of A4 paper is 
slipped beneath each set and the slips stapled to it. The 
sheets numbered, writing can commence with confidence. 
 
Writing 
 

Writing is a breeze. All the thought and effort put in 
now pays off. The writing is but a formality; it will be an 
enjoyment. 

The frame work is in place.  
The card shuffling/note placing has been done.  
The whole thing is spelt out to go.  
The essay/paper is there! In front of you.  
The author, with complete confidence, can now 

translate his record into written English.  
For flexibility (and computer safety) it is highly 

recommended that the initial setting down be in longhand.  
The English used, of course, must fit the need. The past 

tense is used in research papers (Anderson: 6) - 
particularly for the methodology and findings, which deal 
with things past; the rest is in the tense appropriate. In 
writing, the passive voice, where the subject is being acted 
upon rather than acting, is often viewed as feeble. 
Scholarly writing, however, uses it to record the past, for 
economy in wordage and to help establish an impersonal 
tone. Nevertheless the paper should enjoy an overall 
positive frame. Its composer should strive for ‘vigor of 
thought and expression’ (McCall:129). It should glow with 
originality, strength and character; and why not elegance? 

English is a marvelous language. Arrayed in 
innumerable modes, from colloquial to received, from the 
Queen’s to the gutter, from the popular to the academic, its 
richness in words and styles enables the easy conveyance 
of any idea. While the research paper needs a scholarly 
tone this is no more than standard English, adjusted as 
suggested. Technical or in-house language - jargon - is 
used as little as is possible. If necessary supply definitions. 
Plain words - but also the most apt (Westland: 116) – are 
the best. Words chosen can range from the simple to the 
novel; but be careful with the latter. Where possible 
expressions should be concrete and visual. 

Spelling, finally, should be current - English offers a 
range of varieties. The American, simpler than the old 
English, will no doubt be ever increasingly favoured; for 
example color instead of colour, program instead of 
programme and catalog instead of catalogue. Australian 
English is now faltering towards a toehold. We prefer ‘ise’ 
instead of ‘ize’. The word processor, of course, offers the 
advantage of spelling checks, often in variants. 
 
Production 
 

Keybording now occurs. Revision and improvement 
accompanies it. If the advantage of a word processor is 
being taken read and reread the text on the screen, 
improving all the while. 

Drafts are essential. The first enables the whole to be 
examined at the one time. Adjustments and corrections 
will certainly follow. The style will be evaluated. An 
independent reader can supply unthought-of input.  

The author, at a deeper level, will now determine if the 
paper works. Has it his intended clear and strong running 
thread? Are all points connected? Is any section under or 
over worked? Is it (Clanchy: 74) sufficiently convincing?.  

It will be. These are questions a non-set-up writer has 
to approach. The prepared - and that’s as above - writer 
has already seen to it all.  

You’ve done it. It cannot fail.  
Refinements can now be brought in. Ensure that the 

opening grabs. Ensure that the closing will be 
remembered; and bring action. 

The process is complete. 
The paper will be superb. 
Now is an excellent time to start. 
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Appendix A - The Masonic Research Paper 
Framework: A Suggested Outline 
 
A. TITLE 
B. PRELIMINARIES 

1. Problem Statement 
2. Rationale 
3. Aim Statement 
4. Sub-Aims Statements 

C. INTRODUCTION 
1. Definitions 
2. Background Information 
3. Methodology 

D. MAIN BODY 
1. Findings 
2. Analysis 
3. Conclusions 
4. Recommendations 

E. SUMMARY-ENDING 
F. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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